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Background

• Joint Report – Environment America Research & Policy 
Center, Frontier Group, US PIRG Education Fund

• Report included status of air quality for the whole country in 2016

• Data generated for core-based statistical areas (CBSA) and counties 
not part od a CBSA, but with at least one monitor

• Report defines elevated air pollution days as moderate air quality 
days or worse (AQI ≥ 51)

• Reports CBSAs and counties with 31 and more days of elevated 
ozone and particle pollution in 2016
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Methodology

• Data Source: EPA Air Data
• Pre-generated daily summary data for ozone and PM2.5 (FRM/FEM)
• Daily AQI for each monitoring station and for each pollutant
• https://aqs.epa.gov/aqsweb/airdata/download_files (02/15/18)

• Method for each pollutant
• Identify the highest (worst) AQI score from each monitoring location for 

each day to obtain a single reading per location
• Count the number of those with an AQI above 50
• Divide that by the total number of monitoring locations that reported 

an AQI that day
• Tally the number of days on which half or more reporting locations in 

each CBSA or county reported an AQI above 50
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Data for Washington, DC
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Emission Sources
(Washington, DC-MD-VA Region)
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