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Title I -- Findings, Declarations and Definitions

Sec. 101. Congressional Findings and Declarations (42 U.S.C. 5121)

(a) The Congress hereby finds and declares that -

(1) because disasters often cause loss of life, human suffering, loss of income,

and property loss and damage; and

(2) because disasters often disrupt the normal functioning of governments and
communities, and adversely affect individuals and families with great
severity; special measures, designed to assist the efforts of the affected
States in expediting the rendering of aid, assistance, and emergency
services, and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of devastated areas, are

necessary.

(b) It is the intent of the Congress, by this Act, to provide an orderly and continuing
means of assistance by the Federal Government to State and local governments in
carrying out their responsibilities to alleviate the suffering and damage which result

from such disasters by -

(1) revising and broadening the scope of existing disaster relief programs;

(2) encouraging the development of comprehensive disaster preparedness and
assistance plans, programs, capabilities, and organizations by the States and

by local governments;

(3) achieving greater coordination and responsiveness of disaster preparedness

and relief programs;

(4) encouraging individuals, States, and local governments to protect
themselves by obtaining insurance coverage to supplement or replace

governmental assistance;

(5) encouraging hazard mitigation measures to reduce losses from disasters,
including development of land use and construction regulations; and

(6) providing Federal assistance programs for both public and private losses

sustained in disasters



Sec. 102. Definitions (42 U.S.C. 5122)*
As used in this Act -

(1) “Emergency” means any occasion or instance for which, in the determination of the
President, Federal assistance is needed to supplement State and local efforts and
capabilities to save lives and to protect property and public health and safety, or to
lessen or avert the threat of a catastrophe in any part of the United States.

(2) “Major disaster” means any natural catastrophe (including any hurricane, tornado,
storm, high water, winddriven water, tidal wave, tsunami, earthquake, volcanic
eruption, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, or drought), or, regardless of cause, any
fire, flood, or explosion, in any part of the United States, which in the determination
of the President causes damage of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant
major disaster assistance under this Act to supplement the efforts and available
resources of States, local governments, and disaster relief organizations in
alleviating the damage, loss, hardship, or suffering caused thereby.

(3) “United States” means the fifty States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

(4) “State” means any State of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

(5) “Governor” means the chief executive of any State.

(6) “Individual with a Disability”- The term “individual with a disability” means an
individual with a disability as defined in section 3(2) of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12102(2)).

(7) The term “local government” means —

(A)a county, municipality, city, town, township, local public authority, school
district, special district, intrastate district, council of governments
(regardless of whether the council of governments is incorporated as a
nonprofit corporation under State law), regional or interstate government
entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local government;

(B) an Indian tribe or authorized tribal organization, or Alaska Native village or
organization; and

(C)a rural community, unincorporated town or village, or other public entity,
for which an application for assistance is made by a State or political
subdivision of a State.

(8) “Federal agency” means any department, independent establishment, Government
corporation, or other agency of the executive branch of the Federal Government,



including the United States Postal Service, but shall not include the American
National Red Cross.

(9) “Public facility” means the following facilities owned by a State or local
government:

(A) Any flood control, navigation, irrigation, reclamation, public power, sewage
treatment and collection, water supply and distribution, watershed
development, or airport facility.

(B) Any non-Federal-aid street, road, or highway.

(C) Any other public building, structure, or system, including those used for
educational, recreational, or cultural purposes.

(D) Any park.

(10) Private nonprofit facility -

(A)In General - The term “private nonprofit facility” means private nonprofit
educational, utility, irrigation, emergency, medical, rehabilitational, and
temporary or permanent custodial care facilities (including those for the
aged and disabled) and facilities on Indian reservations, as defined by the
President.

(B) Additional Facilities — In addition to the facilities described in subparagraph
(A), the term “private nonprofit facility” includes any private nonprofit
facility that provides essential services of a governmental nature to the
general public (including museums, zoos, performing arts facilities,
community arts centers, libraries, homeless shelters, senior citizen centers,
rehabilitation facilities, shelter workshops, and facilities that provide health
and safety services of a governmental nature), as defined by the President.

Title 11 -- Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation
Assistance

Sec. 201. Federal and State Disaster Preparedness Programs (42 U.S.C.
5131)

(a) Utilization of services of other agencies - The President is authorized to establish a
program of disaster preparedness that utilizes services of all appropriate agencies
and includes -

(1) preparation of disaster preparedness plans for mitigation, warning,
emergency operations, rehabilitation, and recovery;

(2) training and exercises;
(3) postdisaster critiques and evaluations;

(4) annual review of programs;



(5) coordination of Federal, State, and local preparedness programs;
(6) application of science and technology;
(7) research.

(b) Technical assistance for the development of plans and programs - The President
shall provide technical assistance to the States in developing comprehensive plans
and practicable programs for preparation against disasters, including hazard
reduction, avoidance, and mitigation; for assistance to individuals, businesses, and
State and local governments following such disasters; and for recovery of damages
or destroyed public and private facilities.

(c) Grants to States for development of plans and programs - Upon application by a
State, the President is authorized to make grants, not to exceed in the aggregate to
such State $250,000, for the development of plans, programs, and capabilities for
disaster preparedness and prevention. Such grants shall be applied for within one
year from May 22, 1974. Any State desiring financial assistance under this section
shall designate or create an agency to plan and administer such a disaster
preparedness program, and shall, through such agency, submit a State plan to the
President, which shall

(1) set forth a comprehensive and detailed State program for preparation
against and assistance following, emergencies and major disasters,
including provisions for assistance to individuals, businesses, and local
governments; and

(2) include provisions for appointment and training of appropriate staffs,
formulation of necessary regulations and procedures and conduct of
required exercises.

(d) Grants for improvement, maintenance, and updating of State plans - The President
is authorized to make grants not to exceed 50 per centum of the cost of improving,
maintaining and updating State disaster assistance plans, including evaluations of
natural hazards and development of the programs and actions required to mitigate
such hazards; except that no such grant shall exceed $50,000 per annum to any
State.

Sec. 202. Disaster Warnings (42 U.S.C. 5132)

(a) Readiness of Federal agencies to issue warnings to state and local officials - The
President shall insure that all appropriate Federal agencies are prepared to issue
warnings of disasters to State and local officials.

(b) Technical assistance to State and local governments for effective warnings - The
President shall direct appropriate Federal agencies to provide technical assistance



to State and local governments to insure that timely and effective disaster warning
is provided.

(c) Warnings to governmental authorities and public endangered by disaster - The
President is authorized to utilize or to make available to Federal, State, and local
agencies the facilities of the civil defense communications system established and
maintained pursuant to section 5196(c) of this title or any other Federal
communications system for the purpose of providing warning to governmental
authorities and the civilian population in areas endangered by disasters.

(d) Agreements with commercial communications systems for use of facilities - The
President is authorized to enter into agreements with the officers or agents of any
private or commercial communications systems who volunteer the use of their
systems on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable basis for the purpose of providing
warning to governmental authorities and the civilian population endangered by
disasters.

Sec. 203. Predisaster Hazard Mitigation (42 U.S.C. 5133)

(@) Definition of Small Impoverished Community - In this section, the term “small
impoverished community” means a community of 3,000 or fewer individuals that
is economically disadvantaged, as determined by the State in which the community
is located and based on criteria established by the President.

(b) Establishment of Program - The President may establish a program to provide
technical and financial assistance to States and local governments to assist in the
implementation of predisaster hazard mitigation measures that are cost-effective
and are designed to reduce injuries, loss of life, and damage and destruction of
property, including damage to critical services and facilities under the jurisdiction
of the States or local governments.

(c) Approval by President - If the President determines that a State or local
government has identified natural disaster hazards in areas under its jurisdiction
and has demonstrated the ability to form effective public-private natural disaster
hazard mitigation partnerships, the President, using amounts in the National
Predisaster Mitigation Fund established under subsection (i) (referred to in this
section as the “Fund”), may provide technical and financial assistance to the State
or local government to be used in accordance with subsection (e).

(d) State Recommendations -
(1) In general -

(A) Recommendations -The Governor of each State may recommend to
the President not fewer than five local governments to receive
assistance under this section.



(B) Deadline for submission -The recommendations under subparagraph
(A) shall be submitted to the President not later than October 1,
2001, and each October 1st thereafter or such later date in the year
as the President may establish.
(C) Criteria - In making recommendations under subparagraph (A), a
Governor shall consider the criteria specified in subsection (g).
(2) Use -

(A) In general - Except as provided in subparagraph (B), in providing
assistance to local governments under this section, the President
shall select from local governments recommended by the Governors
under this subsection.

(B) Extraordinary circumstances - In providing assistance to local
governments under this section, the President may select a local
government that has not been recommended by a Governor under
this subsection if the President determines that extraordinary
circumstances justify the selection and that making the selection
will further the purpose of this section.

(3) Effect of failure to nominate - If a Governor of a State fails to submit
recommendations under this subsection in a timely manner, the President
may select, subject to the criteria specified in subsection (g), any local
governments of the State to receive assistance under this section.

(e) Uses of Technical and Financial Assistance -
(1) In general - Technical and financial assistance provided under this section

(A) shall be used by States and local governments principally to
implement predisaster hazard mitigation measures that are cost-
effective and are described in proposals approved by the President
under this section; and

(B) may be used -

(i) to support effective public-private natural disaster hazard
mitigation partnerships;

(ii) to improve the assessment of a community's vulnerability to
natural hazards; or

(iii)to establish hazard mitigation priorities, and an appropriate
hazard mitigation plan, for a community

(2) Dissemination - A State or local government may use not more than 10
percent of the financial assistance received by the State or local government
under this section for a fiscal year to fund activities to disseminate
information regarding cost-effective mitigation technologies.



(f) Allocation of Funds - The amount of financial assistance made available to a State
(including amounts made available to local governments of the State) under this
section for a fiscal year -

(1) shall be not less than the lesser of -

(A) $500,000; or
(B) the amount that is equal to 1.0 percent of the total funds
appropriated to carry out this section for the fiscal year;

(2) shall not exceed 15 percent of the total funds described in paragraph (1)(B);
and

(3) shall be subject to the criteria specified in subsection (g).

(g) Criteria for Assistance Awards - In determining whether to provide technical and
financial assistance to a State or local government under this section, the President
shall take into account -

(1) the extent and nature of the hazards to be mitigated;

(2) the degree of commitment by the State or local government to reduce
damages from future natural disasters;

(3) the degree of commitment by the State or local government to support
ongoing non-Federal support for the hazard mitigation measures to be
carried out using the technical and financial assistance;

(4) the extent to which the hazard mitigation measures to be carried out using
the technical and financial assistance contribute to the mitigation goals and
priorities established by the State;

(5) the extent to which the technical and financial assistance is consistent with
other assistance provided under this Act;

(6) the extent to which prioritized, cost-effective mitigation activities that
produce meaningful and definable outcomes are clearly identified,

(7) if the State or local government has submitted a mitigation plan under
section 5165 of this title, the extent to which the activities identified under
paragraph (6) are consistent with the mitigation plan;

(8) the opportunity to fund activities that maximize net benefits to society;

(9) the extent to which assistance will fund mitigation activities in small
impoverished communities; and



(10) such other criteria as the President establishes in consultation with State
and local governments.

(h) Federal Share -

(1) In general - Financial assistance provided under this section may contribute
up to 75 percent of the total cost of mitigation activities approved by the
President.

(2) Small impoverished communities - Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the
President may contribute up to 90 percent of the total cost of a mitigation
activity carried out in a small impoverished community.

(i) National Predisaster Mitigation Fund -

(1) Establishment - The President may establish in the Treasury of the United
States a fund to be known as the “National Predisaster Mitigation Fund”, to
be used in carrying out this section.

(2) Transfers to fund - There shall be deposited in the Fund -

(A) amounts appropriated to carry out this section, which shall remain
available until expended; and

(B) sums available from gifts, bequests, or donations of services or
property received by the President for the purpose of predisaster
hazard mitigation.

(3) Expenditures from fund - Upon request by the President, the Secretary of
the Treasury shall transfer from the Fund to the President such amounts as
the President determines are necessary to provide technical and financial
assistance under this section.

(4) Investment of amounts -

(A) In general - The Secretary of the Treasury shall invest such portion
of the Fund as is not, in the judgment of the Secretary of the
Treasury, required to meet current withdrawals. Investments may be
made only in interest-bearing obligations of the United States.

(B) Acquisition of obligations - For the purpose of investments under
subparagraph (A), obligations may be acquired -

(i) on original issue at the issue price; or
(i) by purchase of outstanding obligations at the market price.

(C) Sale of obligations - Any obligation acquired by the Fund may be
sold by the Secretary of the Treasury at the market price.

(D) Credits to fund - The interest on, and the proceeds from the sale or
redemption of, any obligations held in the Fund shall be credited to
and form a part of the Fund.



(E) Transfers of amounts -

(i) In general - The amounts required to be transferred to the
Fund under this subsection shall be transferred at least
monthly from the general fund of the Treasury to the Fund
on the basis of estimates made by the Secretary of the
Treasury.

(if) Adjustments - Proper adjustment shall be made in amounts
subsequently transferred to the extent prior estimates were in
excess of or less than the amounts required to be transferred.

(j) Limitation on Total Amount of Financial Assistance - The President shall not
provide financial assistance under this section in an amount greater than the
amount available in the Fund.

(k) Multihazard Advisory Maps -

(1) Definition of multihazard advisory map - In this subsection, the term
“multihazard advisory map” means a map on which hazard data concerning
each type of natural disaster is identified simultaneously for the purpose of
showing areas of hazard overlap.

(2) Development of maps - In consultation with States, local governments, and
appropriate Federal agencies, the President shall develop multihazard
advisory maps for areas, in not fewer than five States, that are subject to
commonly recurring natural hazards (including flooding, hurricanes and
severe winds, and seismic events).

(3) Use of technology - In developing multihazard advisory maps under this
subsection, the President shall use, to the maximum extent practicable, the
most cost-effective and efficient technology available.

(4) Use of maps -

(A) Advisory nature - The multihazard advisory maps shall be
considered to be advisory and shall not require the development of
any new policy by, or impose any new policy on, any government or
private entity.

(B) Availability of maps - The multihazard advisory maps shall be made
available to the appropriate State and local governments for the
purposes of -

(i) informing the general public about the risks of natural
hazards in the areas described in paragraph (2);

(i1) supporting the activities described in subsection (e); and

(iii)other public uses.



(I) Report on Federal and State Administration - Not later than Oct. 30, 2000, the
President, in consultation with State and local governments, shall submit to
Congress a report evaluating efforts to implement this section and recommending a
process for transferring greater authority and responsibility for administering the
assistance program established under this section to capable States.

(m)Termination of Authority - The authority provided by this section terminates
September 30, 2008.

Sec. 204. Interagency Task Force (42 U.S.C. 5134)

(@) In General - The President shall establish a Federal interagency task force for the
purpose of coordinating the implementation of predisaster hazard mitigation
programs administered by the Federal Government.

(b) Chairperson - The Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency shall
serve as the chairperson of the task force.

(c) Membership - The membership of the task force shall include representatives of
(1) relevant Federal agencies;
(2) State and local government organizations (including Indian tribes); and

(3) the American Red Cross.

Title 111 -- Major Disaster and Emergency Assistance
Administration

Sec. 301. Waiver of Administrative Conditions (42 U.S.C. 5141)

Any Federal agency charged with the administration of a Federal assistance program may,
if so requested by the applicant State or local authorities, modify or waive, for a major
disaster, such administrative conditions for assistance as would otherwise prevent the
giving of assistance under such programs if the inability to meet such conditions is a result
of the major disaster.

Sec. 302. Coordinating Officers (42 U.S.C. 5143)*

(@) Appointment of Federal coordinating officer - Immediately upon his declaration of
a major disaster or emergency, the President shall appoint a Federal coordinating
officer to operate in the affected area.
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(b) Functions of Federal coordinating officer - In order to effectuate the purposes of
this Act, the Federal coordinating officer, within the affected area, shall

(1) make an initial appraisal of the types of relief most urgently needed,

(2) establish such field offices as he deems necessary and as are authorized by
the President;

(3) coordinate the administration of relief, including activities of the State and
local governments, the American National Red Cross, the Salvation Army,
the Mennonite Disaster Service, and other relief or disaster assistance
organizations, which agree to operate under his advice or direction, except
that nothing contained in this Act shall limit or in any way affect the
responsibilities of the American National Red Cross under the Act of
January 5, 1905, as amended (33 Stat. 599) and

(4) take such other action, consistent with authority delegated to him by the
President, and consistent with the provisions of this Act, as he may deem
necessary to assist local citizens and public officials in promptly obtaining
assistance to which they are entitled.

(c) State Coordinating officer - When the President determines assistance under this
Act is necessary, he shall request that the Governor of the affected State designate
a State coordinating officer for the purpose of coordinating State and local disaster
assistance efforts with those of the Federal Government.

(d) Where the area affected by a major disaster or emergency includes parts of more
than 1 State, the President, at the discretion of the President, may appoint a single
Federal coordinating officer for the entire affected area, and may appoint such
deputy Federal coordinating officers to assist the Federal coordinating officer as
the President determines appropriate.

Sec. 303. Emergency Support and Response Teams (42 U.S.C. 5144)*

(a) Emergency Support Teams — The President shall form emergency support teams of
Federal personnel to be deployed in an area affected by a major disaster or
emergency. Such emergency support teams shall assist the Federal coordinating
officer in carrying out his responsibilities pursuant to this Act. Upon request of the
President, the head of any Federal agency is directed to detail to temporary duty
with the emergency support teams on either a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis, as is determined necessary by the President, such personnel within the
administrative jurisdiction of the head of the Federal agency as the President may
need or believe to be useful for carrying out the functions of the emergency support
teams, each such detail to be without loss of seniority, pay, or other employee
status.
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(b) Emergency Response Teams-

(1) Establishment - In carrying out subsection (a), the President, acting through
the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, shall
establish-

(A) ataminimum 3 national response teams; and

(B) sufficient regional response teams, including Regional Office strike
teams under section 507 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002; and

(C) other response teams as may be necessary to meet the incident
management responsibilities of the Federal Government.

(2) Target Capability Level - The Director shall ensure that specific target
capability levels, as defined pursuant to the guidelines established under
section 646(a) of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of
2006, are established for Federal emergency response teams.

(3) Personnel - The President, acting through the Director, shall ensure that the
Federal emergency response teams consist of adequate numbers of properly
planned, organized, equipped, trained, and exercised personnel to achieve
the established target capability levels. Each emergency response team
shall work in coordination with State and local officials and onsite
personnel associated with a particular incident.

(4) Readiness Reporting - The Director shall evaluate team readiness on a
regular basis and report team readiness levels in the report required under
section 652(a) of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of
2006.

Sec. 304. Reimbursement of Federal Agencies (42 U.S.C. 5147)

Federal agencies may be reimbursed for expenditures under this Act from funds
appropriated for the purposes of this Act. Any funds received by Federal agencies as
reimbursement for services or supplies furnished under the authority of this Act shall be
deposited to the credit of the appropriation or appropriations currently available for such
services or supplies.

Sec. 305. Nonliability of Federal Government (42 U.S.C. 5148)
The Federal Government shall not be liable for any claim based upon the exercise or
performance of or the failure to exercise or perform a discretionary function or duty on the

part of a Federal agency or an employee of the Federal Government in carrying out the
provisions of this Act.
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Sec. 306. Performance of Services (42 U.S.C. 5149)

(a) Utilization of services or facilities of State and local governments - In carrying out
the purposes of this Act, any Federal agency is authorized to accept and utilize the
services or facilities of any State or local government, or of any agency, office, or
employee thereof, with the consent of such government.

(b) Appointment of temporary personnel, experts, and consultants; acquisition, rental,
or hire of equipment, services, materials and supplies - In performing any services
under this Act, any Federal agency is authorized

(1) to appoint and fix the compensation of such temporary personnel as may be
necessary, without regard to the provisions of title 5, governing
appointments in competitive service;

(2) to employ experts and consultants in accordance with the provisions of
section 3109 of such title, without regard to the provisions of chapter 51
and subchapter 111 of chapter 53 of such title relating to classification and
General Schedule pay rates; and

(3) to incur obligations on behalf of the United States by contract or otherwise
for the acquisition, rental, or hire of equipment, services, materials, and
supplies for shipping, drayage, travel, and communications, and for the
supervision and administration of such activities. Such obligations,
including obligations arising out of the temporary employment of additional
personnel, may be incurred by an agency in such amount as may be made
available to it by the President.

Sec. 307. Use of Local Firms and Individuals (42 U.S.C. 5150)*
(@) Contracts or Agreements With Private Entities-

(1) In General - In the expenditure of Federal funds for debris clearance,
distribution of supplies, reconstruction, and other major disaster or
emergency assistance activities which may be carried out by contract or
agreement with private organizations, firms, or individuals, preference shall
be given, to the extent feasible and practicable, to those organizations,
firms, and individuals residing or doing business primarily in the area
affected by such major disaster or emergency.

(2) Construction - This section shall not be considered to restrict the use of
Department of Defense resources under this Act in the provision of
assistance in a major disaster.

(3) Specific Geographic Area - In carrying out this section, a contract or
agreement may be set aside for award based on a specific geographic area.
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(b) Implementation-

(1) Contracts not to entities in area - Any expenditure of Federal funds for
debris clearance, distribution of supplies, reconstruction, and other major
disaster or emergency assistance activities which may be carried out by
contract or agreement with private organizations, firms, or individuals, not
awarded to an organization, firm, or individual residing or doing business
primarily in the area affected by such major disaster shall be justified in
writing in the contract file.

(2) Transition - Following the declaration of an emergency or major disaster,
an agency performing response, relief, and reconstruction activities shall
transition work performed under contracts in effect on the date on which the
President declares the emergency or major disaster to organizations, firms,
and individuals residing or doing business primarily in any area affected by
the major disaster or emergency, unless the head of such agency determines
that it is not feasible or practicable to do so.

(3) Formation of Requirements — The head of a Federal agency, as feasible and
practicable, shall formulate appropriate requirements to facilitate
compliance with this section.

(c) Prior Contracts - Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any Federal
agency to breach or renegotiate any contract in effect before the occurrence of a
major disaster or emergency.

Sec. 308. Nondiscrimination in Disaster Assistance (42 U.S.C. 5151)*

(@) Regulations for equitable and impartial relief operations - The President shall issue,
and may alter and amend, such regulations as may be necessary for the guidance of
personnel carrying out Federal assistance functions at the site of a major disaster or
emergency. Such regulations shall include provisions for insuring that the
distribution of supplies, the processing of applications, and other relief and
assistance activities shall be accomplished in an equitable and impartial manner,
without discrimination on the grounds of race, color, religion, nationality, sex, age,
disability, English proficiency, or economic status.

(b) Compliance with regulations as prerequisite to participation by other bodies in
relief operations - As a condition of participation in the distribution of assistance or
supplies under this Act or of receiving assistance under this Act, governmental
bodies and other organizations shall be required to comply with regulations relating
to nondiscrimination promulgated by the President, and such other regulations
applicable to activities within an area affected by a major disaster or emergency as
he deems necessary for the effective coordination of relief efforts.
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Sec. 309. Use and Coordination of Relief Organizations (42 U.S.C. 5152)

(@) In providing relief and assistance under this Act, the President may utilize, with
their consent, the personnel and facilities of the American National Red Cross, the
Salvation Army, the Mennonite Disaster Service, and other relief or disaster
assistance organizations, in the distribution of medicine, food, supplies, or other
items, and in the restoration, rehabilitation, or reconstruction of community
services housing and essential facilities, whenever the President finds that such
utilization is necessary.

(b) The President is authorized to enter into agreements with the American National
Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Mennonite Disaster Service, and other relief or
disaster assistance organizations under which the disaster relief activities of such
organizations may be coordinated by the Federal coordinating officer whenever
such organizations are engaged in providing relief during and after a major disaster
or emergency. Any such agreement shall include provisions assuring that use of
Federal facilities, supplies, and services will be in compliance with regulations
prohibiting duplication of benefits and guaranteeing nondiscrimination
promulgated by the President under this Act, and such other regulation as the
President may require.

Sec. 310. Priority to Certain Applications for Public Facility and Public
Housing Assistance (42 U.S.C. 5153)

(@) Priority - In the processing of applications for assistance, priority and immediate
consideration shall be given by the head of the appropriate Federal agency, during
such period as the President shall prescribe, to applications from public bodies
situated in areas affected by major disasters under the following Acts:

(1) The United States Housing Act of 1937 for the provision of low-income
housing.

(2) Section 702 of the Housing Act of 1954 for assistance in public works
planning.

(3) The Community Development Block Grant Program under title I of the
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.

(4) Section 306 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act.
(5) The Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965.
(6) The Appalachian Regional Development Act of 1965.

(7) The Federal Water Pollution Control Act.
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(b) Obligation of certain discretionary funds - In the obligation of discretionary funds
or funds which are not allocated among the States or political subdivisions of a
State, the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and the Secretary of
Commerce shall give priority to applications for projects for major disaster areas.

Sec. 311. Insurance (42 U.S.C. 5154)

(@) Applicants for replacement of damaged facilities

(1) Compliance with certain regulations - An applicant for assistance under
section 5172 of this title (relating to repair, restoration, and replacement of
damaged facilities), section 5189 of this title (relating to simplified
procedure) or section 3149(c)(2) of this title) shall comply with regulations
prescribed by the President to assure that, with respect to any property to be
replaced, restored, repaired, or constructed with such assistance, such types
and extent of insurance will be obtained and maintained as may be
reasonably available, adequate, and necessary, to protect against future loss
to such property.

(2) Determination - In making a determination with respect to availability,
adequacy, and necessity under paragraph (1), the President shall not require
greater types and extent of insurance than are certified to him as reasonable
by the appropriate State insurance commissioner responsible for regulation
of such insurance.

(b) Maintenance of insurance - No applicant for assistance under section 5172 of this
title (relating to repair, restoration, and replacement of damaged facilities), section
5189 of this title (relating to simplified procedure), or section 3149(c)(2) of this
title) may receive such assistance for any property or part thereof for which the
applicant has previously received assistance under this Act unless all insurance
required pursuant to this section has been obtained and maintained with respect to
such property. The requirements of this subsection may not be waived under
section 5141 of this title.

(c) State acting as self-insurer - A State may elect to act as a self-insurer with respect
to any or all of the facilities owned by the State. Such an election, if declared in
writing at the time of acceptance of assistance under section 5172 or 5189 of this
title or section 3149(c)(2) of this title) or subsequently and accompanied by a plan
for self-insurance which is satisfactory to the President, shall be deemed
compliance with subsection (a). No such self-insurer may receive assistance under
section 5172 or 5189 of this title for any property or part thereof for which it has
previously received assistance under this Act, to the extent that insurance for such
property or part thereof would have been reasonably available.
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Prohibited Flood Disaster Assistance (42 U.S.C. 5154a)

(a) General prohibition - Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no Federal
disaster relief assistance made available in a flood disaster area may be used to
make a payment (including any loan assistance payment) to a person for repair,
replacement, or restoration for damage to any personal, residential, or commercial
property if that person at any time has received flood disaster assistance that was
conditional on the person first having obtained flood insurance under applicable
Federal law and subsequently having failed to obtain and maintain flood insurance
as required under applicable Federal law on such property.

(b) Transfer of property -

(1) Duty to notify -In the event of the transfer of any property described in
paragraph (3), the transferor shall, not later than the date on which such
transfer occurs, notify the transferee in writing of the requirements to -

(A)

(B)

obtain flood insurance in accordance with applicable Federal law
with respect to such property, if the property is not so insured as of
the date on which the property is transferred; and

maintain flood insurance in accordance with applicable Federal law
with respect to such property. Such written notification shall be
contained in documents evidencing the transfer of ownership of the

property.

(2) Failure to notify - If a transferor described in paragraph (1) fails to make a
notification in accordance with such paragraph and, subsequent to the
transfer of the property -

(A)

(B)
(©)

the transferee fails to obtain or maintain flood insurance in
accordance with applicable Federal law with respect to the property,
the property is damaged by a flood disaster, and

Federal disaster relief assistance is provided for the repair,
replacement, or restoration of the property as a result of such
damage, the transferor shall be required to reimburse the Federal
Government in an amount equal to the amount of the Federal
disaster relief assistance provided with respect 