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  Green Seal’s Mission 
 

Green Seal is a non-profit organization that uses science-

based programs to empower consumers, purchasers, and 

companies to create a more sustainable world. 
 

Green Seal’s Vision 
 

A Green Economy. One that is as sustainable as possible—renewable, with 

minimal impact—so that our environment, all forms of life, and our natural 

resources are protected and our social needs and values are honored. 
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The Numbers 

501(c)(3) science-based non-profit:  founded in 1989             

Green Seal standards:  32 

Product/service categories covered:  375 

Green Seal-certified products/services:  3971 

www.greenseal.org 
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Green Seal’s Credentials 
 
•  ANSI-accredited standards developer  

 
•  Complies with ISO 14020 (Principles of Environmental Labeling) and  ISO 

14024 (Principles and Procedures for Type I Eco-labels) requirements 
 

•  Only US member of the Global Ecolabelling Network (GEN) 
 

•  Meets US EPA Guidelines for 3rd-Party Certifiers 
 

•  Meets Consumers Union criteria for What Makes a Good Eco-label 
 

•  Complies with FTC Guides for Environmental Marketing Claims (“Green 
Guides”) 

 

 
 
 



5 

RPN’s Responsible Purchasing Trends Reports 



One of the metrics for rating the 

institutions is the percentage of the 

school’s cleaning expenditures that goes 

toward buying Green Seal-certified 

products.  

 

More than 90% of the campuses surveyed 

reported using Green Seal-certified 

cleaning products.  
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Green Seal & Princeton Guide 



  LA Green Lodging Program 

 

• Green Seal is certifier of choice 

• Work with City, CVB, others 

• Over 50% of rooms in LAX 

(airport) corridor certified 
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Partners 

• Green Restaurant Research Team (GRRT) at the University of Chicago 

• Green Chicago Restaurant Coalition 

• Green Seal 

 

Results   Developed a restaurant and food services standard that is practicable for retail operations to 

achieve while representing sustainability leadership.  Now available also in Greater Washington Area. 

GS Pilot Program for Sustainable Chicago Restaurants 
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GS-1    Sanitary Paper Products   

GS-11  Paints and Coatings 

GS-33  Hotels and Lodging Properties 

GS-37  Cleaning Products for Industrial/Institutional Use    

GS-40  Floor-Care Products for Industrial/Institutional Use   

GS-41  Hand Cleaners for Industrial/Institutional Use 

GS-42  Commercial and Institutional Cleaning Services 

GS-51  Laundry Care Products for Industrial/Institutional Use 

GS-53  Specialty Cleaning Products for Industrial/Institutional Use 

GS-55  Restaurants and Food Services 

Green Seal Standards Commonly Cited by Government 



Green Seal Standard Development 

• Principles 

• Science-based 

• Life-cycle based, multi-attribute 

• Leadership 

• Process  

• Transparent 

• Open 

• Stakeholder involvement 
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Standard Development Process 

 

 

1. Feasibility Assessment 

2. Project Scoping 

3. Research, Development of Draft Standard 

4. Propose Standard for Public Comment 

5. Revision, Response to Comments 

6. Issue Standard 
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Green Seal Certification 

 

 

 
 

• Rigorous science-based evaluation 

• All criteria in standard evaluated for compliance 

• On-site inspections of manufacturing sites and service  

     facilities 

• Evaluation fees based on size of company, not sales 

• Includes review of ancillary materials (literature, labels,  

     catalogs, website) 

• Ongoing compliance monitoring to remain certified 
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Green Seal’s Institutional Clients 

• Federal 

– U.S. Army, Aberdeen Proving Ground 

– The Pentagon 

– U.S. EPA 

– U.S. Dept. of Energy 

– National Park Service 

– U.S. Dept. of Interior 

– Nat’l Cooperative Highway Research 

Program 

• Educational & Other 

– Univ. of Miami, Harvard 

– World Bank, IADB, NFCU  

• State and Local 

– California 

– Pennsylvania 

– Massachusetts 

– Maryland 

– Virginia 

– Georgia 

– Colorado 

– Los Angeles City 

– Los Angeles County 

– Philadelphia 

– Chicago 
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Recent Green Seal Publications 

National Association of Counties (NACo) Green 

Purchasing Tool Kit 
Hands-on practical guide to help 3,000+ county governments 

implement green purchasing. Also a resource for the National Institute 

of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP). 

Green Building O&M for Public Housing Authorities 
Provides detailed information on green O&M: cleaning, landscaping, 

lighting, HVAC, purchasing, recycling and more. Includes unit 

maintenance and turnaround and residential education programs. 

Greening Food and Beverage Services 
Published by the American Hotel & Lodging Association Educational 

Institute for use by hundreds of hospitality schools, culinary colleges 

and community college programs. 

International Journal of Life Cycle Assessment 
• Restaurant and food service life cycle assessment and development of a 

sustainability standard, September 2010. 

• Comparative Life Cycle Assessment of Conventional and Green Seal-Compliant 
Industrial and Institutional Cleaning Products, January 2012. 



Helping Governments, Schools, Businesses  

to Green Supply Chain 

• Key is to leverage purchasing power, set example 

• Specify Green Seal (and equivalent) standards 

– Examples:  Mass./5-State janitorial contract; Aberdeen base - paints 

• Promote use of certified products and services 

– Examples:  LA, Chicago hotels and restaurants; Montgomery County 

restaurants 

• Require use of certified products and services 

– Examples:  NYS (+ 10 others) re cleaning products for K-12 schools 

• Partnership programs between government and business 
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Where To Begin Your Greening Efforts 

• Use priority-setting approach GS 

pioneered with State of California 

– Determine which categories to 

address first 

– Based on spend, env’l impact, 

improvement potential 

• Identify green standards/criteria 

for priority categories; specify 

• Partner where possible 
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Green Seal, Inc. 

1001 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 827 

Washington, DC 20036-5525 

www.greenseal.org  

greenseal@greenseal.org 

(202) 872-6400 

 


