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Overview

ME2

• Program Goals

• Using Ecological Targeting for Mitigation

• Building Partnerships across State 
Agencies
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Program Goals
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• Better, Faster, Cheaper

• Mitigation in Advance of Impacts

• Targeted to Provide Most Ecological 
Benefit
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• The future of 
restoration is priority 
based targeting (2010 
Trust Fund):
– Geographically (areas of 

greatest nutrient loading)

– Programmatically (areas 
with greatest potential to 
remove nutrients through 
BMP’s)

Under 2010 model Patapsco River 
(including Baltimore City) is a 
“medium priority watershed”
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• Use a priority‐based 
targeting approach to 
choose mitigation sites 
that yield the highest
ecological return for the 
State’s dollar:
– Geographically (within the 

watershed)

– Programmatically (areas 
that will restore the 
greatest ecological 
function)
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• Partnership between MDOT
and MDNR – Proposed 
PILOT project with the 
Maryland Port 
Administration

• Mitigation sites will meet 
the following criteria:
– Within the Patapsco River 

watershed
– Within State owned (DNR) land
– Within areas providing the 

greatest natural resource benefit 
– Focus on forest and riparian 
buffers
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Mitigation 
project area



Maryland’s Ecosystem Enhancement Program “Actual” land cover in same area – smaller buffer area, not adjacent 
to stream, adjacent to residential areas with stormwater sewers
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• Simplest section – no existing buffer
• Only include DA that sheet flows to main channel  

(2.74 ac. total buffer creation)
(1.0 x 1.37 ac)  +  (0.5 x 1.37 ac)]  x  2.15lb/ac /yr 

= 4.43 lb/yr P removal
4.43 lb/yr  /  0.93 lb/ac/yr = 4.76 ac. MDE equivalent
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