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The TPB Access for All (AFA) Advisory Committee advises the TPB on transportation issues, programs, policies, and services that are important to low-income communities, minority communities and people with disabilities. The mission of this committee is to identify concerns of low-income and minority populations and persons with disabilities, and to determine whether and how these issues might be addressed within the TPB process.
At the July 14, 2011 meeting of the AFA committee, members discussed a number of pedestrian issues that are relevant to the development of a Regional Complete Streets Policy.   The primary concern of the AFA was to ensure that the considerations of low-income communities, minority groups, and people with disabilities are addressed in this policy.  The AFA strongly supports the creation of a complete streets policy, and specifically recommended that the following items be taken into account: 

Safe access for people with physical, visual, and hearing disabilities should be ensured. 
· The committee stressed the need for a complete streets policy to require fully accessible pedestrian amenity designs that would accommodate all users, including:

· Accessible pedestrian signals, markings, and signage

· Audible, visual, and vibro-tactile information features 
· Pedestrian walkways with flat surfaces that avoid cobblestone or brick pavers that pose accessibility challenges for wheelchair riders
Pedestrian access should continue during construction projects.
· As roadways are being constructed or upgraded, pedestrian access for users that have physical, visual, and hearing disabilities should be maintained throughout the process. 

Pedestrian facilities should be designed with appropriate slopes.
· The slope of all pedestrian facilities should be taken into account to allow for safe and reliable access for users with physical or visual impairments. 

Street design should include effective pedestrian crosswalks with realistic crossing times.
· Pedestrian crosswalks should include visible crosswalk lines, medians or refuge islands where appropriate, and adequate signage.  

· Crossing times should be increased where necessary to allow users with physical and visual disabilities to cross safely.  

All bus stops and bus bays should incorporate information for passengers with visual impairments.
· Currently most bus stops and bays throughout the region do not convey information to passengers with visual impairments.  Information accessible to these passengers should be available in Braille or other accessible format in all bus stops and bays.  
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