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• Green Building is Safe, Healthy and, Sustainable construction

•Green building strategies and evaluations have been developed by 
many different organization’s 

• The United States Green Building Council (USGBC) has devel-
oped and promoted the LEED green building evaluation system

•LEED has demonstrated dominance in the evaluation market

• It is possible and likely that other systems will grow in prominence

• It is also likely that local governments will include green building 
standards in their local codes. 
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Highlights

What is LEED
 •LEED Certified Green Building is rapidly emerging as the standard in  
sustainable building design and operation.

Scale of LEED Development
• The Metropolitan Washington Region has developed 22.9 million square feet of 
LEED Certified Construction. 

LEED and Sustainable Development 
• Eighty-Six Percent of all LEED square footage is within Activity Centers. 

LEED at the State Level
• New legislation is promoting a boom in green construction througout the region



 Vison 
Buildings and communities will regenerate and sustain the health and vitality 
of all life within a generation.

U.S.G.B.C.

What is the United States Green Building 
Council?

The Washington, D.C.-based U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is a 501 c3 non-profit organization committed 
to a prosperous and sustainable future for our nation through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings.

Misson 
To transform the way buildings and communities are designed, built and 
operated, enabling an environmentally and socially responsible, healthy, and 
prosperous environment that improves the quality of life.



LEED

LEED- Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
is a certification program produced and maintained by the U.S. Green 
Building Council that promotes efficient design and operation of 
buildings. 
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LEED construction standards 
encourage owners and developers 
to design buildings   for longer 
life spans. The longer an energy 
efficient building is used the more 
savings it generates for its owners.

LEED Projects are 
frequently Located in 
Activity Centers

Gross Square Footage of LEED Certified Projects 



Transit Oriented Development

Most 
Projects are Within 

one half mile of a metro 
Station
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2,000,000 
square Feet

LEED goes public

The District of Columbia man-
dates that all non-residential pub-
licly owned facilities must attain a 

LEED certification.

The District of Columbia 
requires all new non-

residential construction over 
50,000 square feet to submit a 

green building check list. 

National Capital 
Climate Change 

Report

COG recommends that all new local 
government construction seek LEED 

Silver and all other commercial 
construction should seek LEED Certified

COG/TPB Pass resolu-
tion requiring all new and 
substantially rehabilitated 
metro facilities to achieve 

LEED certification

Maryland 
Passes the High 

Performance 
Building Act

Virginia Green 
Building Density 
Incentive Enacted
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* Approximately 20% of registered projects are “confi-
dential” and are listed only by state. These projects are not 
included because they can not be linked to the Metropolitan 

LEED Registered Projects
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Core And Shell
5.7 Mill SqFt

LEED for Schools
0.086 Mill SqFt

New Construction
6.5 Mill SqFt

Existing Building
8.6 Mill SqFt

Commercial interiors
	 2 Mill SqFt

Total 
LEED Project Square 

Footage from 2003-2009 in 
Metropolitan Washington 

(22.9 Million SqFt)

Area of LEED Projects by Category 2003-2009

* LEED Retail, Homes, and Neighborhood Development Square Foot-
ages were not significant as of 2009

LEED in Activity Centers



DC Core
Mixed Use Centers 
Employment Centers

Emerging Employment Centers
Suburban Employment Centers

Average Square Feet of LEED Construction 2003-2009

Area of LEED Projects by Category 2003-2009 LEED in Activity Centers



Building Type

*Building Type by square feet



LEED Certification Level



The District of Columbia
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•Maryland 
jurisdictions had a 
total of 40 LEED 
projects from 2003-
2009

•Totaling 3.8 million 
square feet of LEED 
Certified Projects

•3 projects were 
LEED Platinum 
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•Virginia jurisdictions had 
a total of 59 LEED projects 
between 2003- 2009

• Totaling 6.6 million square 
feet LEED certified projects

• 2 projects were certified 
LEED Platinum 

Gross Square Feet

0 - 53,614
53,615-164,784
164,785 - 274,039

274,040 - 519,214

519,215 - 2,000,000

LEED Certified Projects

Virginia







Questions?

Ryan Hand 
rhand@mwcog.org


