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Summary:  The FHWA Project Development and Environmental Review Office, Cambridge Systematics and NatureServe are working with eight selected DOT or MPO offices to host a workshop to improve linkages between conservation and transportation planning.

FHWA funded three workshops in 2006, and is funding eight workshops to be completed over a 12 month time period beginning in 2007 (to date two workshops have been completed).  These workshops will emphasize building relationships and developing an on-going process for integrating conservation and transportation planning between the transportation community, and the resource and regulatory agencies at the local, State, regional, and national levels.  Workshops will review current efforts and find opportunities for collaboration as well as summarize various data, tools and methods that could be utilized to facilitate this integration of planning.  These workshops are aimed at demonstrating how increased collaboration, and the use of data and technologies, can save money and time by streamlining transportation planning and project development.

The workshops will be structured to allow discussion and the formation of a modified process for transportation planning that includes an infusion of new data, processes and tools.

Initiatives that will be supported by these workshops include:

· SAFTEA-LU 6001 legislation requirement for consultation process between transportation agencies and resource agencies during the development of Long Range Transportation Plans

· Executive Order 13274: Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure Project Reviews and associated work groups

· Ecosystem Approaches and Banking (including Eco-Logical)

· Watershed Approaches

· Executive Order 13352: Facilitation of Cooperative Conservation
· Scenario Planning

· GIS for Environmental Streamlining and Stewardship Workshops

· Programmatic Approaches to the Endangered Species Act 

· Wildlife Crossings and Habitat Fragmentation 

· Context Sensitive Solutions
· Green Highways Initiative
Workshop participants will be expected to represent their agency regarding its responsibilities for subject matter and jurisdiction, and to facilitate moving forward the goals of this initiative.  Workshop participants will also be expected to work toward future efforts in developing products and results, and demonstrating their use.  Possible approaches can include considerations of cooperative funding and partnerships that will facilitate demonstration, delivery, and use into the future.  As one example, workshop participants could assist in demonstrating and delivering products and results by giving presentations at professional conferences relevant to their agency and their subject matter.  

Goals for the Future:  The Workshops will seek to set the stage for use of consistent scientific methods, data collection and compilation techniques, analyses, and products - useful for coordination/consultation between resource and regulatory agencies towards linking conservation and transportation planning.  Future efforts will continue to pursue this goal.  

For More Details:  Copies of the workshop 2006 presentations, notes and other reference materials can be found at:  http://www.defenders.org/programs_and_policy/habitat_conservation/habitat_and_highways/resources/training.php.

Contacts:  If you have ideas for the workshops or would like further information please contact Ken Leonard (608-845-2616, KLeonard@camsys.com) or Shara Howie (703.797.4811, shara_howie@natureserve.org). 
