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Historical Foundation for 
Greater Washington 2050

David Robertson
Executive Director

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
February 21, 2008

First Regional Plan: Wedges & Corridors.
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In the early 70s, COG advocated for 
more comprehensive regional planning.

COG established the Cooperative Forecasting Program 
in 1975 to develop consistent local and regional growth 
forecasts
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In 1985, the Blue Plains Agreement allows the 
region’s key wastewater facility to expand.

COG and the National Capital Region Transportation 
Planning Board (TPB) launch the most extensive 
visioning process in the region’s history in the early ‘90s 

COG initiated the Partnership for 
Regional Excellence in 1992 

200 members
•1/3 public officials
•1/3 private sector representatives
•1/3 civic leaders

The Partnership conducts a 
series of town meetings and 
recommends:

• better integration of transportation, 
land use, and environmental planning;

• quality of life initiatives like 
affordable housing, safer 
neighborhoods and good schools; and 

• working together to maintain a strong 
regional economy
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In 1998, the National Capital Region Transportation 
Planning Board (TPB) adopted its Vision

“The transportation system will provide 
reasonable access at reasonable cost to 
everyone…”

“…include a healthy regional core and 
dynamic regional activity centers…”

“…achieve better inter-jurisdictional 
coordination of transportation and land use 
planning…”

Reality Check  on Growth

• February 2005 – ULI Washington, Washington Smart Growth 
Alliance, COG and others co-sponsor 1-day event

• 300 Participants - 1/3 Government, 1/3 Business, 1/3 Civic
• COG’s Cooperative Forecasts of jobs, people and housing were 

the baseline growth assumptions 
• Participants “re-allocated” 1.6 million jobs and 2 million people 

to COG’s Regional Activity Centers and other locations using 
LEGOs to represent jobs and housing
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Common Principles Identified by 
Participants at Reality Check

• Preserve and Protect open space
• Focus development near transit stations
• Maintain jobs-housing balance
• Concentrate development along transportation corridors
• Concentrate development around existing town centers
• Create mixed use nodes
• Develop east side of region
• Offer more housing choices

Greater Washington Board of Trade 
Potomac Conference 2006 Winter Meeting

• Topic: “A Conversation About Our Region’s Future” follow 
on to February 2005 Reality Check

• 145 Leaders from private, non-profit and public sectors

• Overview of lessons learned from other regions who are 
implementing visioning programs

• Reviewed Greater Washington growth projections and 
implications including federal perspective
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IF WE HAD A VISION:
“What would you expect will be different in 5, 10, 
20 or 50 years if we had a visioning process?”

• Improved transportation/mobility

• Regional balance (in housing, jobs and schools)

• Improved environmental quality

• Better regional land use planning

2006 - COG, the Board of Trade and 
the Community Foundation 
convened to make recommendations 
on a proposal to launch a regional 
visioning campaign, known as 
Envision Greater Washington.

Issues Raised include:

• Traffic congestion
• High housing prices
• Loss of open space
• Maintaining quality of life 
• Better schools 
• Economic opportunities
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In May 2007, COG held a 50th Anniversary “Futures Forum”

April 2007
– COG Board briefed on “Envision Greater Washington”

– Board adopts Resolution R34-07, charging Metropolitan 
Development Policy Committee (MDPC) with identifying 
alternatives to address the issues raised by EGW

September
– MDPC briefs COG Board on Greater Washington 2050 – an 

action-oriented, multi-sector initiative to be housed at COG

– COG Board adopts Resolution R62-07 approving Greater 
Washington 2050 concept and directs MDPC to develop work 
program, governance structure and budget by December 

Greater Washington 2050
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Proposed Work Program for 
Greater Washington 2050

Hon. Sharon Bulova
Chair, Greater Washington 2050

Vice Chair, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
February 21, 2008

December 2007
– COG Board approves the proposed work program, budget and 

governance structure for Greater Washington 2050.

January 2008 
– The COG Board invites active participation from 

representatives of the public sector, and business, civic and 
environmental advocacy organizations. 

February 2008
– First meeting of Greater Washington 2050 Coalition.

July 2009
– Final meeting and recommended outcomes of Greater 

Washington 2050 Coalition.

Greater Washington 2050
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Federal 
Government

Governor / State 
Agencies

Technical 
Advisory 
Members

Business, Civic 
and Advocacy Policy Officials

Greater Washington 2050 Coalition

Planning Directors Technical Advisory Committee  

TPB Technical Committee  

MWAQC Technical Advisory Committee  

Water Resources Technical Committee  

Metropolitan Development Policy Committee   

Transportation Planning Board  

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee  

Ches. Bay & Water Resources Policy Committee  

Human Services Policy Committee  

Climate Change Steering Committee  

District of Columbia  

State of Maryland
• Governor  
• General Assembly   

Commonwealth of Virginia
• Governor  
• General Assembly  National Capital Planning 

Commission  

Business   

Civic   

Environmental  

Greater Washington 2050
Establish a Greater Washington 2050 Coalition with broad 
public, business and civic participation to:

• oversee the initiative for 18 months 
• develop a Greater Washington 2050 Compact
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Greater Washington 2050
Review and synthesize existing goals, plans and 
“visions” to guide elements of the Compact, including:

• land use
• economic growth
• environmental quality
• transportation
• affordable housing
• population and demographics 
• health
• climate and energy

Greater Washington 2050
Commission a survey to determine attitudes about 
growth and quality of life issues in the Washington 
region, as an additional tool to develop the Greater 
Washington 2050 Compact



11

Greater Washington 2050
Define other quantitative and qualitative measures –
water quality, air quality, affordable housing, etc. – to 
assess the effectiveness of the TPB Regional Mobility 
and Accessibility Study growth scenarios

Greater Washington 2050

Commit to the Greater Washington 2050 Compact, including 
basic tenets of:

• long-range planning of at least 40 years
• timely implementation of the goals  
• creative financing of public infrastructure and enhanced 

governmental services to achieve the goals 
• development of inter-jurisdictional projects and agreements where 

necessary to achieve the goals
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Greater Washington 2050

Devise metrics to assess progress in achieving the 
goals of  the Compact.

Greater Washington 2050

Develop a Communications Plan to disseminate 
the understanding of the work of the Coalition 
and the Compact, including enhanced outreach 
on the RMAS alternative growth scenarios.

Engage adjacent regions to collaborate on a 
bold 21st century investment plan to address: 

• environmental quality
• energy efficiency
• climate change 
• sprawling development 
• transportation challenges 
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Discussion of other elements of 
the Greater Washington 2050 

Work Plan and Initiative

Gerrit Knapp
Professor and Director

National Center for Smart Growth
University of Maryland

February 21, 2008 

Greater Washington 2050

• What would you want the Washington region to look like in 50 
years?  

• What do you think are our best opportunities for change?

• What do you want to achieve through this initiative? What 
would “success” look like?

• Does the proposed GW 2050 work plan support those goals or 
address those issues?  How could it be enhanced?

• What can you contribute to this process?


