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http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/Water/DroughtI
nformation/Pages/Water/drought/index.aspx 



Defining Drought 

“a period of time when natural or manmade 

water systems do not provide enough 

water to meet established human and 

environmental uses because of natural 

shortfalls in precipitation and stream flow” 



Maryland’s Drought Indicators 

• Rainfall Deficit 

• Stream Flow 

• Ground Water Levels 

• Reservoir Levels 



Stages of Drought 

• NORMAL 

• WATCH 

• WARNING 

• EMERGENCY 



Response by Stage 

• Promote Water Conservation 

• 5%-10% Reduction in Water Use 

• 10%-15 % Reduction in Water Use  

• 15% - 20% Reduction in Water Use  

 



Drought Triggers 

• Precipitation - % of long term average by region 

• Stream Flow and Groundwater levels – 25th, 10th, 

5th percentiles for time period  

• Reservoir levels – 120, 90 and 60 days of storage 









Stream Gages 



Monitoring Well Locations 
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