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National Adoption
 International Code Commission
 3-year cycle
 Consensus process

 Northern Virginia localities  participation
 Representation on national committees

 Fairfax, Arlington
 Primary Energy Components

 2012 International Energy Conservation Code
 2012 International Residential Code – Chapter 11 –

Now same as IECC



National Capital Region



Code Adoption in Virginia

 Regulation of the Board of Housing and Community Development
 Notice of Regulatory Intent
 Work Committees
 Draft published in Virginia Register of Regulations
 60-day public comments
 Final published in Virginia Register of Regulations
 30-days to become final

 Building Code Implementation
 One-year phase in – use old or new code
 Local plan review & inspections
 State appeals



Department of Housing and Community 
Development

 Key Staff
 Emory Rogers, 

Deputy Director, Division of Building & Fire Regulation
 Four Workgroups

1. Includes administrative, regulatory technical, other
2. Includes IECC
3. Includes IRC
4. Includes water conservation & grey water

 Participation
 Meetings
 Code Change Request Form
 Comments

 Consensus issues – then issues without



Virginia IECC Issues
 Residential

 Blower door & duct blaster or visual inspection
 Insulation

 Wall requires 2x4 plus foam sheathing or 2x6
 Ceiling requires modifications at wall top plates

 Commercial
 Uses ASHRAE 2010

 Mostly in use, less controversy

 Cost of implementation
 DOE estimate – Pacific Northwest National Labs

 Savings estimate – 30 years: $5,836 – Annual: $388
 Simple payback 5.2 years
 Cash flow positive in first year



Northern Virginia Regional Commission
 Resolution 13-05 Adopted October 25, 2012

 15% improvement in energy performance compared to the 2009 Code; 30% improvement as compared 
to the 2006 Code

 NVRC members have goals to substantially reduce energy and resulting emissions
 Building-based energy use accounts for ≈ 2/3 of energy use in Northern Virginia
 Homeowners recover + construction costs in 20 months 

Added construction costs of $2,179 for average new home; increased down payment of $440;      
Increase of $8 in monthly mortgage payments; Average monthly energy savings of $31

 Reduces the peak demand for energy; Lessens need to increase rates to pay for investments in new 
electric generation % other energy systems

 Increase the efficiency of the building stock; Creates a level minimum standard for construction 
across the Northern Virginia region, the state, and the National Capital Region;

 Recommends adoption of the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code as the basis of the energy 
provisions of the Uniform Statewide Building Code

 Recognizes the need for amendments for clarifications or enforcement
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