TPB ACCESS FOR ALL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Meeting Notes for January 24, 2008
ATTENDANCE: 
Carolyn Bellamy, MV Transportation

Ron Bodmer, WMATA

Regina Lee Byrd, TAG, Independence Now, Inc.

Nancy Cooper, Jewish Council for the Aging

Deborah Coram, WMATA

Cheryl Cort, Coalition for Smarter Growth
Andrea Dawood, Arlington County DOT

Jill Fasching, National MS Society

Sarah Gotbaum, WMATA E&D Committee

Catherine Hudgins, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

John Hudson, Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management

Carolyn Jones, Montgomery County Ride On Transit

Janeth Kamala, Inwood House Development Corporation

Bud Keith

Thornette Leacock, Prince George’s County DPWT

Cherie Leporatti, Fairfax County Disability Services

Leonard Lewis, VDOT

Lillian Nazario DC WIC

Chuck Novick, WMATA 
David Sharp, Montgomery County Committee for Persons with Disabilities
Harold Snider, Montgomery County Committee for Persons with Disabilities
Antonio Stephens, WMATA

DTP Staff

Wendy Klancher

Beth Newman

Monica Bansal
Presentation on MetroRail and MetroBus Emergency Planning and Procedures for People with Disabilities and Limited English Speakers, Ron Bodmer and Chuck Novick, WMATA
Ron Bodmer and Chuck Novick of WMATA presented WMATA’s emergency planning procedures. Mr. Bodmer emphasized to the committee that in the event of an emergency, Metrorail nor Metrobus may be available to get people home or wherever they need to be, and that everyone should be thinking about alternative ways to travel. Mr. Novak showed a video of a training exercise WMATA conducted was shown at its Landover, Maryland facility. WMATA has trained over 15,000 local first responders since 2002 at the facility. They discussed specific training, such as an elevator and escalator training lab. They showed another video of a live training exercise that was conducted on October 13, 2007 on the Yellow Line Bridge over the Potomac River. 
Bud Keith inquired about the location of emergency call buttons in the newer trains. He also noted that the volume of emergency announcements can be an issue. Lillian Nazario commended Metro on their training and preparation. She inquired about the translation of the emergency information. Deborah Coram responded that there are two key documents that are translated into other documents: the Metro bus and rail safety guide and the alternate route planning guide. 

David Sharp asked about traveling in a railcar that loses power, and what is the proper procedure for removing a passenger who uses a wheelchair. Mr. Novick stated that the operator can manually open the doors; however, the newer railcars will permit wheelchairs to move through the bulkhead during emergencies. In response to questions about specific incidents, Mr. Novick stated that there are operations personnel known as “tunnel rats” located in key rail stations who can move around quickly to troubleshoot problems. He reinforced the importance of letting first responders know what your needs are in order to provide assistance.
Presentation on Fairfax County’s Efforts to Address the Needs of People with Disabilities in the Event of an Emergency, John Hudson, Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management
 Mr. Hudson opened his remarks by stressing the importance of preparedness. He discussed the project he works on, a voluntary registry of people with special needs that plans for the transportation and sheltering of those individuals in the event of an emergency.
There are two different registries: a social registry and a medical registry. He noted that 70% of the deaths occurring after Hurricane Katrina were those that fell into the social needs category (The social needs category includes people who are dependant on public transportation, older adults or younger children, economically disadvantaged, isolated by culture, religion or lack of access to technology, incarcerated and living in licensed residential facilities The category also includes  people with disabilities, those who have limited English proficiency and people who have household pets that they are reluctant to leave behind). The program registers the agencies that serve people who fit into these categories, not the individuals themselves. The second group is those people who have medical needs, such as people with mobility impairments or those who have a condition that makes them dependent upon electricity. 

Mr. Hudson reviewed the online registry with the Committee. They have identified shelters for each needs group, as well as primary and secondary transportation providers for each group. They have also established a communications protocol for how and where the need to evacuate will be communicated, as well as the steps that individuals must follow.
Review of Proposed New Projects for the 2008 Update to the Constrained Long-Range Transportation Plan (CLRP) and Discussion of AFA Comments, Monica Bansal, COG/DTP Staff
Monica Bansal of the Department of Transportation Planning staff updated the committee on the new projects contained in the 2008 CLRP. Wendy Klancher reminded the Committee members that the Committee provides comments on the CLRP to the TPB every year. Chair Hudgins stated that the Committee should raise concerns relative to how the projects may impact the AFA community. 
There was a question about the Beltway HOT lanes project, and concerns were raised about the balance between transit capacity and additional single occupancy vehicle capacity, and whether the Beltway HOT lanes project was providing additional travel lanes or additional opportunities for transit. Bud Keith asked about the Columbia Pike streetcar project, how it will be mixed with traffic, and how people who use wheelchairs or have visual impairments would access it. Mr. Keith was concerned that people with disabilities have not been involved or consulted about the new streetcar project or design. Lillian Nazario responded that people could review the project website to learn more about the project: www.piketransit.org. Ms. Klancher will prepare a draft of the AFA Committee’s comments and distribute it to committee members for review.

Key Areas for the TPB Independent Review of MetroAccess, Wendy Klancher, Department of Transportation Planning Staff

Due to the lengthy discussion on the other agenda items, the committee did not have time for this presentation. The chair asked that the item be followed-up and commented on via e-mail.

Next Meeting Date
The committee will meet next on April 24, 2008 from 2-4pm.
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