
Appendix 3 

Additional Support Letters 
 
The following is a list of additional letters of support included in this section: 

1. Congressional Representative Gerald Connolly (VA‐11): October 26, 2011 
2. Congressional Representative Donna Edwards (MD‐4): October 27, 2011 
3. Congressional Representative Chris Van Hollen (MD‐8): October 24, 2011 
4. Regional Transit Operator, WMATA, Nat Bottigheimer, Assistant General Manager: September 

27, 2011 
5. Maryland Department of Transportation, Beverley Swaim‐Staley, Secretary: October 18, 2011 
6. Holy Cross Hospital, Kevin Sexton, President and CEO: August 4, 2011 
7. Washington Area Bicyclist Association, Shane Farthing, Executive Director: October 18, 2011 
8. Arlington Bicycle Advisory Committee, Mark Blacknell, Chair: October 18, 2011 
9. Governor of the State of Maryland, Martin O’Malley: October 31, 2011.  
10. Senators Cardin and Mikulski, State of Maryland: November 2, 2011.  

 
 
 
 
(revised November 7, 2011) 
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September 27 , 2O11

Chairwoman Mur ie l  Bowser
National Capital Region Transportat ion Planning Board
777 N. Capi to l  Street ,  NE
Suite 3OO
Washington, DC 2OOO2

Dear Chairwoman Bowser,

The Washington Metropoli tan Area Transit Authority (WlvtATA) is pleased to
submit this letter of support to the National Capital Region Transportat ion
Planning Board 's appl icat ion for  TIGER Program grant  funds.

The purpose of the application is to fund the construction of pedestr ian and
bicycle improvements that provide access to rai l  stat ions. WMATA actively
promotes walking and biking as a cost-effect ive way Jor customers to access
the transit  system. This past February, WMATA's Board of Director 's
adopted goals for the agency to increase the numbei of patrons who arr ive
at Metrorai l  stat ions by walking or biking. This project supports this vision
by improving the walking and biking environment around a aumber of
WMATA's stat ions.

WMATA also recognizes the many other benefi ts that walking and bicycl ing
offers in terms of physical health, decreased air emissions and motorized
vehicle congestion. Furthermore, improving bicycle and pedestr ian access to
rai l  stat ions provides lower income cit izens in the Washington region with an
inexpensive and on-demand way to complete a tr ip that otherwise might
cost them more in t ime and/or money.

Overal l ,  the project wi l l  make the region more l ivable and promote balanced
growth near transit .  We look forward to part icipating in i ts implementation.

Assistant General Manager
Department of Planning & Joint Development

Sincerely,

Nat Botti
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October 31, 2011 

 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Southeast Federal Center Building 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the following projects to receive FY 2012 

discretionary grant funding through the National Infrastructure Investments program (TIGER 

III). Each of these projects will foster job creation and advance multimodal transportation 

solutions in the most congested region in the country. Included below is a description of each 

project: 

 

 MD 201 - $10 million request: This project will restructure MD 201 between MD 450 

and MD 410 with bicycle and pedestrian improvements, providing improved access to 

transit facilities and calming vehicular traffic through reduced lane and shoulder widths.  

 

 Odenton MARC Town Center Phase I - $10 million request: This project lays the 

groundwork for a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) project at the Odenton MARC 

rail station by converting 700 surface parking spaces into a 5-story commuter parking 

garage and enhancing intermodal and pedestrian access.  

 

 Snow Hill Railroad Line Rehabilitation - $8.93 million request: Maryland DOT is 

partnering with Worcester County for rehabilitation of the Snow Hill freight rail line to 

accommodate larger rail cars between Frankford, Delaware, and Snow Hill, Maryland.  

 

 Anacostia Riverwalk Trails – Kenilworth Gardens – $12 million request: The D.C. 

Department of Transportation is partnering with the Maryland Department of 

Transportation for construction of the final two miles in a 20-mile trail system for 

bicycles and pedestrians along the Anacostia River.  

 

 TPB Access to Transit Stations - $24.2 million request: The Transportation Planning 

Board of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments is seeking to construct a 

package of bicycle and pedestrian upgrades in the D.C. area that will improve access to 

Metro stations. 
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 Sustainable Transportation for Livable Cities - $42.1 million request:  The City of 

Baltimore is partnering with state and regional stakeholders for the construction of 

additional bike lanes, trails and cycle tracks.  This effort will reduce auto-dependence 

while promoting public and environmental health in one of the most congested regions in 

the country.     

 

These high-priority projects are part of a comprehensive strategy to achieve the national and 

regional goals of creating jobs, improving livability, leveraging public and private investment, 

and enhancing public safety. Given our shared commitment towards achieving these goals, I 

respectfully request your favorable consideration of these projects. Should you have any specific 

questions regarding the projects listed above, please contact Ms. Beverley K. Swaim-Staley, 

Secretary of the Maryland Department of Transportation at 410-865-1001. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Governor 
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