Draft Meeting Highlights 

COG Climate Change Steering Committee 

June 25, 2008
In Attendance
The Honorable Nancy Floreen, Montgomery County Council, Chair

The Honorable Gerald Connolly, Fairfax County

The Honorable Redella S. (Del) Pepper, Vice Mayor, City of Alexandria

The Honorable Roger Berliner, Montgomery County
The Honorable Paul Ferguson, Arlington County

The Honorable Andrea McGimsey, Loudoun County

Harriet Tregoning, District of Columbia Office of Planning

Mercury Payton, City of Manassas Park

Mark Rawlings, District of Columbia Department of the Transportation

Jack Werner, District of Columbia Department of the Environment

Tad Aburn, Maryland Department of Environment
Daniel Moring, District of Columbia Councilmember Cheh’s Office
Staff/Others present include:

Randy Carroll, Maryland Department of Environment

Bob Grow, BOT

Bob Owolabi, Fairfax County DOT

Robin Snyder, DDOE

Jim Ponticello, VDOT

Stuart Freudberg, COG, Director, Department of Environmental Programs 

Naomi Friedman, COG, Assistant Executive Director

George Nichols, COG, Principal Environmental Planner

Leah Boggs, COG, Environmental Planner

Joan Rohlfs, Chief COG Air Quality Planning 

Jeff King, Senior Environmental Planner, COG Air Quality Planning

Ted Graham, COG

Monica Basal, COG DTP

1.  Call to Order

Chair Nancy Floreen called the Climate Change Steering Committee to order at approximately 11:30 a.m.
2.  Approval of Meeting Summary
The meeting summary was approved as submitted.
3.  Chair’s Remarks, Staff and Member Announcements/Updates/Advocacy
· Federal Climate Change Legislation – The Lieberman-Warner Climate Security Act is slated to go to the Senate floor on June 7, 2008.  Environment and Public Works Chair, Barbara Boxer, introduced a manager’s amendment of S. 2191, which would be the bill presented on the Senate floor.  The revised bill had several additional provisions favorable to local governments, including a total (over the lifespan of the bill) of $136 billion to fund the local government energy efficiency block grants (approved in the 2007 federal energy bill), and $171 billion for mass transit funding, over the lifetime of the bill.  Additional money would be available for adaptation to climate change, at the state level.  The new funding for local government activities indicates our outreach, advocacy and coalition work was successful!  Senator Cardin hoped to introduce an amendment to further clarify that some mass transit money could be used for transportation planning, VMT reduction, and land-use activities on the local and regional levels.  
· District of Columbia Energy Legislation – The District of Columbia Energy legislation is scheduled for vote in early July.  The bill has been modified from its original version, but still includes a Sustainability Energy Utility (SEU) which would be managed under the supervision of the DC Department of Environment and a new advisory board. The bill proposes raising monthly electricity and natural gas rates citywide to help pay for the new programs.  The new SEU, which couldn't be an incumbent utility under the original bill, was criticized early on by Pepco for replicating its own proposed energy efficiency programs. But the revised bill has since removed the prohibition against utilities serving in that capacity, and allows for some funding for the electric company's own programs.
· Maryland Legislature and Climate Commission – The next meeting of the Maryland Climate Change Commission is scheduled July 20, 2007. The Commission will focus on workgroup plan update from workgroup chairs and the draft action plan.  The Maryland report is expected to be released in August, with a status report to Governor in November.
· Virginia Climate Commission – The Virginia Climate Commission’s met on June 17th in Blacksburg.  The June meeting focused on adapting to climate change impacts, actions to address climate change being undertaken by Virginia localities, and transportation choices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
4.  Review Climate Change Steering Committee Draft Report to COG Board

At the May 28, 2008 meeting and during the subsequent week, the committee provided feedback to staff.  Based on the comments received, staff has prepared a final review draft for consideration by the committee, including highlighting several areas where committee policy decisions are needed.  Mr. Freudberg summarized the report changes since May 28th and facilitated committee review of the updated draft report.  
He noted that the principle changes to the May 28 draft document were as follows: 

1. Changed tone in Introduction to add sense of urgency, acknowledge need for early action, note regional advantages and opportunities for economic benefit;

· Added an Executive Summary;

· Updated recommendations Matrix
· Organized the report into 3 primary sections. 

2. New material added to the report:
· List of Individual & Business Actions (p 31-32)

· Provided range on potential VMT reductions for 2020 (p 33)

· Discussion on wastewater treatment plants (p 39)

· Discussion on clean energy options (p 39, 40)

· Discussion on recycling (p 42-43)

· Summary of Best Practices report (p 41-43, 51-53)

· Advocacy Positions (p 46, 58)

· Financing Mechanisms Section (p 63-66)

· Outreach and Education Section (p 67-68)

· Local Govt. Leading by Example Table (p 95)
Mr. Freudberg stated that there were several policy topics that still needed to be addressed by the Committee, including:

· the impact of cap on power plant emissions; 
· local government green power purchase goals; 
· expanding Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative to the District of Columbia and Virginia; 
· endorsing Cool Schools; 
· developing targets for shifting transportation modes; 
· inclusion or deletion of evaluation of transportation conformity process for greenhouse gas emissions; 
· quantify projected greenhouse gas emissions from major new transportation projects; and 
· establishing Transit Oriented Development as the region’s preferred growth.

During the discussion further refinements to the report were made.  Supervisor Connolly noted the need for an energy audits and energy retrofits recommendation.  There was consensus on the need to remove reference to avoiding frozen foods and eating less meat.  Include reference to carbon footprint of consumer products.  Members also supported adding reference to purchase of bio-based products. Chair Floreen and Harriett Tregoing voiced concern that there was a need for more information on energy price increases and associated impact on demand, resulting in uncertainty about future growth forecasts.  The report should note the need to reevaluate VMT growth given current volatility.  Chair Floreen also suggested incorporating CAFE and Energy Efficiency Standards into the baseline projections and that Green Power be defined or use different reference such as renewable power. Similarly, Councilmember Berlinger also recommended that Green Power be defined or use different reference such as renewable power. He suggested a recommendation urging Public Utility Commissions (PUCs) to support renewable energy. The Committee reached consensus on removing the clause referring to induced sprawl and recommended that instead to mention other new capital projects, not just transportation. Councilmember David Snyder recommended removing reference to pay-as-you drive insurance under the transportation measures. 
In all, the Committee was pleased with the report provided these and other previously noted comments were addressed.  Chair Floreen thanked staff for their good work.

Recommendation:  The Committee recommended the draft report to the COG Board for member and stakeholder comments.  The comment period should be 90 days. The comment period was extended to September 30.  A final report will be prepared in October/early November 2008.
5.  Next Meeting and Adjourn
It was determined that the next meeting would be held in October.  This should provide amply time to review comments received resulting from the 90 day review period.  A specific data will be determined later.  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 2:00 pm.
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