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Vision vs. Programs 

“If the world is saved, it will be saved 
by people with changed minds, 
people with a new vision. It will not 
be saved by people with old minds 
and new programs. It will not be 
saved by people with the old vision 
but a new program. Recycling is a 
program. Supporting earth-friendly 
legislation is a program. You don’t 
need a new vision to engage in either 
of these programs.” 

 

Daniel Quinn, The Story of B 



UDC’s Sustainability Vision 

“UDC will serve as a sustainability 
leader among institutions of higher 
education and as a national model for 
urban sustainability in both campus 
operations and educational offerings.”  

Dr. Allen L. Sessoms 
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Existing Conditions 
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$300,000,000 in deferred maintenance 

1976 was the last year new building construction occurred 

90 degrees was the recorded temperature in Susan’s office on March 23 

93% of the 21-acre Van Ness Campus is impervious cover 

13% was the waste diversion rate for week 1 of RecycleMania, February 2011 

Never had buildings been benchmarked for energy and water consumption 
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Creating Healthy Disruption 

Enough paper every year to cover the 
Washington Monument 411 times. 
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Creating Healthy Disruption 

The watt meter is mightier 
than the sword. 

Enough paper every year to cover the 
Washington Monument 411 times. 
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Creating Healthy Disruption 

(actual size) 

The watt meter is mightier 
than the sword. 

Enough paper every year to cover the 
Washington Monument 411 times. 



UDC’s Sustainability Outcomes 

Aug 2010 UDC Sustainability Initiative is launched 

Oct 2010 University Sustainability Task Force commissioned by POTU 

Apr 2011  begin sourcing 50% of electricity from wind 

May 2011  published first sustainability strategic plan 

Aug 2011 campus master plan (w/ sustainability chapter) approved 

Sep 2011 reached a monthly waste diversion rate of 40% 

Jan 2011 broke ground on LEED Platinum student center 

Feb 2012  earned STARS Bronze 

Feb 2012 signed DC College and University Sustainability Pledge 

May 2012 established Center for Sustainable Development 

Sep 2012 hosted fourth annual Green Living Expo at UDC 
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Participating in STARS 
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Establishing research facilities 
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Creating a model for sustainable 
design and operations 
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Creating a model for sustainable 

design and operations 
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Collective Impact 

Enroll 85,000 students and employ 15,000+ DC residents 
$1.4 billion economic impact (2% of gross city product) 
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College and Univ. Sustainability Pledge 

“The colleges and universities in the District of Columbia are collectively  

committed to making the District the Greenest College Town in America.” 



UDC Sustainability Education 

• Community-Facing Education and Training 

– Sustainability Leadership Training Program 

– Regional Master Composter Course 

 

• Curriculum Development 

– Public Health and Urban Sustainability (Spring 2013) 

– 25+ sustainability-focused courses, each with service components 
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Where Are We Heading? 

• Energy, water, and waste neutrality 

• Restorative + ecological + biophilic design 

• Regional/seasonal food options 

• 100% participation in sustainability education 

• 100% sustainable sourcing + spending 

• 100% alternative commuting 

• Positive impact on community, region, world 
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udc.edu/sustainability 

Josh Lasky, LEED AP+ 
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University of the District of Columbia 

(202) 274-5374 | jlasky@udc.edu  

 

“Like” the UDC Sustainability Initiative Follow @GreenUDC on Twitter 

Contact 


