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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC) MEETING
May 10th, 2007

(10:00 am to 1:00 pm)

COG Meeting Rooms 4 & 5, 1st Floor

Business Meeting (10–11) / Working Lunch (11-11:15) / Parallel Work Sessions (11:15-1)
AGENDA   
WRTC Business Meeting

I. Call to Order – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)

II. Regional Growth & Water Resource Planning Workshop – Tanya Spano, COG staff
(10:05 – 10:15 a.m.)

Ms. Spano will summarize key points presented at the April 23rd Regional Growth workshop, highlighting the feedback received, questions raised, and proposed next steps (reference Workshop Summary - handout).
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to suggest any additional actions or activities.
III. Potomac PCB TMDL – Steve Bieber, COG staff
(10:15 - 10:35 a.m.)
The District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia have all listed portions of the tidal Potomac River on their 303(d) lists for PCB contamination.  All three jurisdictions are working cooperatively to complete a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) analysis to determine the load reductions needed to meet state water quality standards.  The TMDL is scheduled to be completed by September 30, 2007.  Public comments were previously submitted (see attachment).
Mr. Bieber will provide an update on the status of the Potomac PCB TMDL.  This will include:  a) an overview of the stakeholder involvement process; b) a review of public comments received to-date concerning possible NPDES permit implications for WWTPs and MS4 programs; and c) examples of the regulatory outcomes from similar TMDLs (e.g., Delaware River).  In addition, potential responses and next steps will be suggested.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to confirm what regional action and/or response would be appropriate in order to address these concerns.
IV. COG’s Visioning Efforts – Paul DesJardin, COG staff
(10:35 – 10:45 a.m.)
The Metropolitan Development Policy Committee (MDPC) is the COG Board’s principal policy advisor on regional growth and development issues.  In April, the Board charged the MDPC with developing recommendations on how best to utilize/leverage/enhance existing COG programs to address various future growth/visioning issues.  These recommendations will be discussed at the Board’s July 2007 annual retreat (see attached COG Board resolution and Strategic Plan (on the website)).  As they are principal policy advisor to the COG Board on water resources issues, this topic will also be discussed at the Chesapeake Bay and Water Resource Policy Committee’s (CBPC) at their May 18th meeting.
Mr. DesJardin will provide an update on the MDPC’s recommendations and proposed next steps based on their May 9th meeting.
Action:
WRTC members will be asked to agree on recommendations to the CBPC to ensure that water resources, quality and drinking water supply issues are effectively integrated into this regional ‘visioning’ process.
V. FY 2008 Regional Water Fund Work Program & Budget – Ted Graham, COG staff
(10:45 – 10:55 a.m.)

Mr. Graham will briefly note the key areas of focus for the FY 2008 Work Program (see draft document- separate cover), outline the proposed review/approval schedule and process, and address any questions.  Formal approval is expected to occur via ballot in early to mid- June.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to provide comments on the proposed work program and FY 2008 priorities.
VI. Chesapeake Bay & Water Resources Policy Committee – Karl Berger, COG staff
(10:55 – 11:00 a.m.)

Mr. Berger will provide brief updates on the CBPC’s Scott’s initiative and Lawn Care website, and plans for developing a formal legislative agenda for the CBPC for 2008.  Examples of such items are noted in the ‘Regulatory, Legislative & Regional Initiatives Summary’ (see attached summary document).
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any potential legislative items that they wish to have COG staff monitor and provide updates on, or questions they might have.
VII. Working Lunch
(11:00 – 11:15 a.m.)
Upcoming Meetings/Events
CBPC meeting & tour – May 18th (9:45 – 11:45 a.m.)
Parallel WRTC Work Sessions

Wastewater Work Session (Rooms # 4 & 5)
(11:15 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)
I. Overview/Background – Tanya Spano
(11:15 - 11:20 a.m.)

Ms. Spano will briefly summarize the focus of this WRTC wastewater work session – which is to present several local wastewater initiatives and concerns, and to discuss the possibility of collaborating to address these common regional issues – both at a technical level and through formal public outreach/media efforts.
II. Local Wastewater Initiatives:
(11:20 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.)
A. WSSC ‘Can The Grease’ Program  – Dawn Forsythe, WSSC
(11:20 - 11:40 a.m.)
WSSC has developed a formal public outreach program on grease management for households and restaurants to address blockages in their sewer system.

Ms. Forsythe will provide an overview of the key features of WSSC’s program, and describe their outreach program (see attached press release).
B. ‘What Not to Flush’ Initiative – Amy Wyks, Town of Leesburg
(11:40 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)
On February 15th, 2007 a regional “What not to flush” committee meeting was held at Alexandria Sanitation Authority to address common sewer system concerns (see attached meeting summary).
Ms. Wyks will summarize the key issues that were discussed, including grease and pharmaceutical waste, what local facilities are currently doing, and the committee’s recommendations.
C. Biofuels – Chris Peot, DC-WASA
(12:00 - 12:20 pm)

The potential for increased utilization of biofuels (e.g., ethanol) is being discussed throughout the region given its potential to achieve greenhouse gas reductions, as well as its nutrient/water quality implications (see Website link to the April conference that addressed biofuels and water quality issues in the Mid-Atlantic region).
Mr. Peot will summarize efforts by DC-WASA (and others like WSSC) to evaluate the viability of using Biofuels locally – both for its potential to achieve greenhouse gas reductions and its potential to address grease management issues.
III. Potential Regional Collaboration – Tanya Spano & WRTC Members
(12:20 - 12:45 pm)
Ms. Spano will facilitate a discussion amongst the WRTC wastewater members about the common elements of these various initiatives, as well as their interest in developing a regional program(s) to address all or some of these issues.  Ms. Spano will also briefly summarize examples of regional water conservation outreach tasks and mechanisms that could be implemented (handout).
Action:
WRTC wastewater members will be asked to identify those issues that they wish to collaborate on regionally and what their priorities are.
IV. Alternative Carbon Source Workshop – Tanya Spano
(12:45 - 12:55 p.m.)

Ms. Spano will provide highlights from the External Carbon Source Research Workshop held April 9th, 2007 at DC-WASA, and discuss planning efforts for a larger regional workshop in collaboration with WERF, VWEF, and CWEA.
III. Next Steps– Tanya Spano
(12:55 – 1:00 p.m.)
IV. Adjourn

(1:00 pm)
Stormwater Work Session (Room # 2)
(11:15 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)

I. Introduction/Context – Ted Graham
(11:15 – 11:30 a.m.)

It’s becoming apparent that urban stormwater programs will be the focus of increasing regulatory action as growth continues and the Bay Program’s nutrient goals remain elusive.  In the “2006 Health and Restoration Assessment” report, the Bay Program has determined that three sectors of nutrient sources, wastewater, air deposition and agriculture, have shown progress toward their respective pollution reduction goals.  The other two, septic systems and urban stormwater, have shown an increase: “To date, it is estimated that the pollution increases associated with land development have surpassed the gains achieved from improved landscape design and stormwater management practices.”
With the prospect of a formal “Bay TMDL” and the advent of requirements such as Maryland’s addition of a Water Resources Element to local comprehensive plans, urban stormwater and land use planning will receive greater scrutiny.  One of the purposes of the recent WRTC workshop on “Regional Growth and Water Quality Planning,” was to engage COG’s members to start early in helping to shape the programs and policies as they develop.  To this end, today’s WRTC stormwater work session will address one technical topic and one policy topic.  The technical item, “Stormwater Benefits of Trees and Green Roofs,” reflects an analysis recently completed by Casey Trees and LTI.  The policy item, initiated by the Bay Program partners, looks to “develop a set of stormwater and new development principles which protect local resources and the Chesapeake Bay.”

Mr. Graham will briefly note the increasing linkages between various federal, state, and local water quality initiatives and urban stormwater/MS4 programs.
II. Bay Program Initiative to Develop Stormwater & New Development Principles - 
(11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.)     Normand Goulet, NVRC; Chair, Urban Stormwater Workgroup
The Bay Program partners recently convened a “Stormwater and New development Task Group” charged with developing a new set of development principles, in part to address the finding that the urban stormwater sector is losing ground when it comes to meeting nutrient load reduction goals (see attached meeting summary).  
Mr. Goulet will address the background, purpose and direction of this initiative; identify how and when COG members can best participate in the process; and discuss next steps.

Feedback:
WRTC stormwater members will be asked to provide Norm with preliminary thoughts and recommendations on how they wish to participate in these efforts e.g., perhaps through COG staff involvement.
III. Stormwater Benefits of Trees & Green Roofs - Brian Busiek, Limno-Tech, and
(12:00 – 12:30 p.m.)



Barbara Deutsch, Casey Tree Foundation
The Casey Tree Foundation and Limno-Tech recently completed a study entitled, “The Green Build-Out Model: Quantifying Stormwater Benefits of Trees and Green Roofs in Washington, DC” for the District of Columbia (see attached project  summary).
Mr. Busiek and Ms. Deutsch will present the results of the report and discuss the applicability of their findings to other urban/suburban areas in the region.

Feedback:
WRTC stormwater members will be asked to identify any additional information they would like regarding this program, and to discuss the potential application of these findings to other jurisdictions/agencies.
IV. Discussion/Wrap Up – Ted Graham
(12:30 – 1:00 p.m.)

Mr. Graham will lead a discussion to determine WRTC priorities related to growth and water quality – as they relate to urban stormwater.  This will include addressing both technical programs and policy issues, and will focus on COG staff work program priorities and recommendations for workshops, work sessions, and issues to convey to the CBPC.
Action:
WRTC stormwater members will be asked to agree on priorities as well as any recommendations to make to the CBPC.
V. Adjourn
(1:00 p.m.)
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