Metropolitan Development Policy Committee

Meeting Summary

May 10, 2006

1. Call to Order, Approval of March 8, 2006 Meeting Summary and Announcements
Chair Sharon Bulova called the meeting of the MDPC to order at 10:00am. The March 8, 2006 meeting summary was approved. 
Paul DesJardin of the COG staff briefed the committee on the latest In Focus Reports. The reports feature demographic characteristics for each jurisdiction in the region and will continue to be released on a monthly basis this year. Mr. DesJardin also gave an overview of the ongoing workshops connected to the Affordable Housing Toolkit. 
2. Review and Action the Round 7.0a Cooperative Forecasts and Briefing on Activities of the Planning Directors Technical Advisory Committee 

Charles Graves, Deputy Director of the D.C. Office of Planning, and Chairman of the Planning Directors Technical Advisory Committee (PDTAC) stated that the District of Columbia Office of Planning has requested an opportunity to modify their Round 7.0 Cooperative Forecasts to reflect land use changes associated with the recently-approved Washington Nationals stadium and related transportation improvements.  Mr. Graves summarized a memorandum which detailed the requested changes and stated that the Planning Directors Technical Advisory Committee approved the requested modifications during their April 21 meeting.  MDPC members unanimously approved the draft Round 7.0a Forecasts for use in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the TIP and CLRP.  PDTAC Chairman Graves updated the Committee on the PDTAC 2006 work program activities, including the work to update the map of Regional Activity Centers.  Mr. Graves also stated that the PDTAC was anticipating the review of a COG/GWU Institute for Regional Excellence report on “Mansionization”.

3. Briefing on “Envision Greater Washington”  Working Group
COG Board Chair Fisette updated the Committee on the results of the first meeting of the Envision Greater Washington working group.  Mr. Fisette stated that the  working group would develop a workplan in the next 90 days, during which,  participants would decide 1) whether the Envision Greater Washington should actually go forward; 2) what type of body/organization this committee should consist of; and 3) what existing organizations could assist the process.  Mr. Fisette echoed the comments from the conference regarding the complexity of other regions including the Washington region (DC, Maryland, and Virginia) and agreed that every region is different and unique. In order to make the visioning process work in this region you will have to bring in the “three states” into the process.  Mr. Fisette said that the potential difference with other regions is that COG has attempted to raise the visibility of the issues with such projects as the Regional Mobility and Accessibility Study, though this was primarily related to transportation.    David Robertson, COG’s Executive Director, stated that the region has done many types of visioning efforts which the Envision Greater Washington planners should be made aware of and that a new effort would likely produce many of the same regional “goals”.  Mr. Robertson said that the tougher issue is implementation. Mr. Fisette noted that Realty Check on Growth event helped to raise this issue of the additional growth of two million people coming into our region and how that will this effect are quality of life. Mr. Fisette said that successful visioning efforts in other regions have shown that COG can not do this alone.   Committee members asked to be apprised of outcomes from the Working Group meetings during the July 12 MDPC meeting.
4. Legislative Assemblies Update
Calvin Smith, COG’s Director of Human Services, Planning and Public Safety stated that in an effort to broaden the policy focus of the Committee, MDPC members will be briefed on planning, growth, and housing legislation in the Maryland and Virginia General Assemblies and District Council which have direct impact on the Metropolitan Washington region.   Mr. Smith introduced Chinyere Uzoukwu of the COG staff who distributed copies of a compilation of recent legislation.  Ms. Uzoukwu described the content and format of the document which focused on legislation pertaining to growth, land use, economic development and housing.  Ms. Uzoukwu directed Committee members’ attention to specific bills, including “Green Building” legislation in the District of Columbia and “Transferable Development Rights” in Virginia.  Committee members commented on the quality, detail and organization of the document as a useful tool.  Committee members agreed with a recommendation that a significant portion of the July meeting agenda be devoted to a discussion of “Transferable Development Rights”. 

5. Proposed Transportation Planning Board Land Use and Transportation Initiative

Ronald Kirby, COG’s Director of Transportation Planning stated that the regional activity centers maps and more recent work such as the Regional Accessibility and Mobility Study underscore the need to foster a stronger linkage between land use and transportation planning efforts in the National Capital Region.   Mr. Kirby stated that during their April 10 meeting, the COG Board was briefed on a proposed new initiative by the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) to examine how the Constrained Long Range Plan can support promising land use and transportation strategies. Examples include ensuring that new transportation facilities are integrated with plans for concentrated, mixed-use development and supporting planning studies for promising land use initiatives and transportation facilities. Mr. Kirby described similar efforts sponsored by other Metropolitan Planning Organizations in San Francisco, Atlanta and Vermont, and how the TPB proposes to develop a transportation and land use incentives program in the Washington region.
6. Briefing on Outcomes from COG Predatory Lending Conference

Dara Dann, COG’s Housing Programs Manager, described the April 21 Conference on Predatory Lending.  Ms. Dann stated that the event was very successful and was attended by more than 100 registrants from local governments, financial institutions, and non-profit / consumer advisory groups.  Committee members commented on the increasing prevalence of this issue.  Ms. Dann stated that the Conference Planning work group would be meeting in June to discuss next steps from the event.
7. Other Business / Information Items

There were no other items of business.

8. Adjournment 

Chair Bulova announced that the next meeting was scheduled for July12 and adjourned the meeting at 11:55 a.m.
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