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Memorandum

To:          
Travel Management Subcommittee 

From: 

Anant Choudhary  


Transportation Engineer, MWCOG

Date:

April 27, 2004
Subject:  
EPA’s 8-Hour Ozone Standard 
Briefing on EPA’s Final Rule to Implement the 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard – Phase 1 
On April 15, 2004 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated the final rule designating and classifying areas not meeting the national air quality standard for 8-hour ozone. As per the EPA this designation and classification will take effect on June 15, 2004. The EPA has also issued the first phase of the final implementation rule which addresses key implementation issues such as classifications for the 8-hour standard and transition from the 1-hour to the 8-hour standard, including revocation of the 1-hour standard. This phase of the implementation rule explains how EPA is classifying areas not meeting the national air quality standard for 8-hour ozone.  It also establishes a process for transitioning from implementing the 1-hour standard for ozone to implementing the more protective 8-hour ozone standard.   The rule also establishes attainment dates for the 8-hour standard and the timing of emissions reductions needed for attainment. This new ruling requires the state and local governments to submit their plans to EPA conforming to the ozone 8-hour standard. 
EPA has classified ozone nonattainment areas into various categories. The nonattainment areas are those areas which have exceeded the ozone levels allowed under EPA's 8-hour ozone national air quality standard.  These are basic, marginal, moderate, serious, severe, or extreme.  The table 1 shows the jurisdictions in District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia which have been designated as nonattainment areas. All the jurisdictions in the Washington Metropolitan region have been designated as moderate and the stipulated attainment date for them is June 1, 2010. The Stafford County is no longer part of the Washington DC nonattainment area as proposed by the EPA.
The EPA has planned to issue the phase 2 of the rule within the next several months which will address the remaining 8-hour implementation issues, e.g., requirements for reasonable further progress (RFP), requirements for modeling and attainment demonstrations, and requirements for reasonably available control measures (RACM) and reasonably available control technology (RACT). 
------------------------------------------------
Source: Information compiled from EPA website http://www.epa.gov/ozonedesignations/finalrule.pdf 

Implications for SIP

Pl. see attached table from EPA website for sample nonattainment requirements

Implications for Conformity Assessment  

The 1 hour standard will no longer in force after June 15, 2005. Consequently any transportation conformity performed after that date will have to follow the eight hour standard rule. Phase 2 of the EPA’s 8-Hour standard rule will specify the new implementation requirements.  
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