Regional “What not to flush” Committee
Meeting Minutes
Thursday February 15, 2007 at Alexandria Sanitation Authority  from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm

Purpose:  Regional meeting to discuss educating the public on what not to flush into a collection system. 
Attendees:  See Excel Spreadsheet
I. Everyone introduced themselves and provided an overview of what they are currently doing (I.e. Earth day, outreach to schools, bill stuffers, grease can caps, etc etc.)

II. The group also discussed what they have found from other utilities regarding education and grease cans etc.      
III. The group discovered that the issues are more than just what not to flush.  The topics of what to do with pharmaceuticals came up as well as dental offices. Unused medicines - would be better to return them to pharmacies rather than disposing down the drain or with garbage (unless the local government uses solid waste incineration).  Also for dental offices, is anyone requiring more than the usual traps in their drains?  The group to focus on FOG (fats, oils and grease), non flushable, pharmaceuticals for residential, commercial and industrial.  Over time, we can tackle the many issues and other items may come onto the radar screen.   
IV. Bottom line:  We need to get people's attention (for example, sewage backing up into their workplace or home gets their attention).  Bill stuffers don't get read.  Maybe teach in schools, perhaps our members can visit schools.  Perhaps a Grease Man comic strip geared towards the kids who can take the message home to their parents.  Marialena Hatzigeorgiou from CH2M Hill to contact WEF about books.  
V. We have WEF and Metropolitan Council of Governments (COG) in our backyard so perhaps they can help with a campaign.  Aref to contact Doug at COG to determine if they could sponsor something similar to the regional Wise Water Use.  If COG is not able to assist perhaps the group could develop a MOU (memorandum of understanding) for the cause.   
VI. DC WASA is in the process of developing a program and will keep the group informed of their status, finding of the can the grease trademark.  They have a graphics person on staff.  Perhaps we could put together a group order for items.  
VII. Other jurisdictions or authorities not represented (i.e. Prince William, Manassas, Arlington, Water Authorities or Health departments.)  Bob from UOSA to find contact information for Prince William and Manassas.  Anyone else able to reach out to others, please send the contact information to Amy.  

VIII. Next meeting:  Perhaps instead of having another meeting, we could do a conference call.  Marialena Hatzigeorgiou from CH2M Hill to inquire about conference calls with her firm.  

Thank you for taking the time to meet and discuss this regional issue.  
