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Review Findings 

Agreements                23 CFR 450.310

The TPB has agreements with the State DOTs (Maryland and Virginia) and the District of 

Columbia DOT, the region’s air quality agency, and the Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (FAMPO), which also has authority over a portion of the designated 

metropolitan area.  The agreement with the FAMPO does not, however, clearly identify how 

regional transit funds are to be divided between the two MPOs.  Though relations between the 

TPB, WMATA, and the other transit operators in the region, including the Virginia Railway 

Express and Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission, have been historically 

cooperative, no agreement exists between the TPB and these agencies. 

Though not required by planning regulations, the TPB should work with the Baltimore area 

MPO (and other neighboring MPOs) to explore opportunities to build on current “ad hoc” 

coordination to expand and formalize planning for mutual long term transportation issues, 

including inter-regional commuting and freight movement.  This might include developing new 

MOUs for determining shared planning methodologies, assumptions, and products and 

formalizing roles and responsibilities to ensure coordination.

Recommendation 1:  The National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) must 

work with the transit operators in the region to establish a formal written agreement specifying 

roles and responsibilities and how transit planning is being carried out in this region.  Federal 

regulations require that these relationships be specified in formal agreements between the TPB 

and the States and between the TPB and WMATA and other transit operators.  A new agreement 

should be completed in one year from the issuance of this report.   

Recommendation 2:  The TPB and the Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(FAMPO) should work cooperatively to reach a resolution on the allocation and sharing of 

regional transit funds.  The current agreement should be updated to address the cooperative work 

to reach a resolution on the allocation and sharing of regional transit funds.  The amended 

agreement should be completed in six months of issuance of this report.   



















TPB R1-2005

July 21, 2004

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS NATIONAL 

CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

RESOLUTION ON AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD AND THE FREDERICKSBURG AREA

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION  TO CONDUCT THE

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS IN

 THE PORTION OF THE STAFFORD COUNTY THAT IS PART OF 

THE  WASHINGTON DC-VIRGINIA-MARYLAND URBANIZED AREA

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) is the
officially designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region;
and

WHEREAS, the Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (FAMPO) is the
officially designated MPO for the Fredericksburg Area which includes the City of
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania and Stafford Counties; and 

WHEREAS, the US Census Bureau’s designation of the urbanized boundary for the
Washington, DC-Virginia-Maryland urbanized area, based on the 2000 Census, places a
portion of Stafford County in the Washington, DC-Virginia-Maryland urbanized area; and

WHEREAS, in the attached Resolution R22-95 adopted December 21, 1994, the TPB
approved an agreement between the TPB and FAMPO that  Stafford County be designated
as completely within the FAMPO’s planning area; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Stafford County and FAMPO have expressed their
preference that all of Stafford County remain within the FAMPO planning area boundary;
and

WHEREAS, the attached agreement has been developed to identify the TPB and FAMPO
transportation planning responsibilities for that portion of Stafford County that is part of the
Washington, DC-Virginia-Maryland urbanized area; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD hereby authorizes the chairman to execute the
attached agreement with FAMPO to identify the TPB and FAMPO transportation planning
responsibilities for that portion of Stafford County that is part of the Washington, DC-
Virginia-Maryland urbanized area.

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board at its regular meeting on July 21, 2004.
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AN AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATIVELY CONDUCTING THE 
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 

PROCESS 
 IN THE PORTION OF 

THE METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON URBANIZED AREA 
WITHIN THE FREDERICKSBURG AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION’S BOUNDARIES 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into as of this 17 day of November, 2004 by 
and between the FREDERICKSBURG AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATION, hereinafter referred to as FAMPO and the NATIONAL CAPITAL 
REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD, which is the metropolitan 
planning organization for Northern Virginia (the jurisdictions contained in Virginia 
Planning District 8),  Washington, D. C. and the suburban Maryland jurisdictions, and 
hereinafter referred to as the TPB, for the purpose of identifying the roles and 
responsibilities for cooperatively conducting the metropolitan transportation planning 
and programming process in the FAMPO portion of the Metropolitan Washington 
Urbanized Area..

NOW, THEREFORE, FAMPO and TPB do hereby agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I-FAMPO AREA TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 
PROCESS 

A. Transportation Management Area: Under federal regulations where an urbanized 
area has a population greater than 200,000 and is therefore designated a 
Transportation Management Area (TMA) by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, the 
designated TMA is responsible for meeting additional transportation planning 
requirements beyond those of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO’s) having an 
urbanized area under 200,000 in population.  The Metropolitan Washington Urbanized 
Area exceeds 200,000 in population and the Washington, DC-MD-VA area has been 
designated a TMA.  Because of the action of the U.S. Bureau of the Census in its 
determinations for the 2000 Census of Population, the Metropolitan Washington 
Urbanized Area was extended into the northern portion of Stafford County - a member 
of FAMPO.  The Stafford County Board of Supervisors has determined that it is in the 
best interest of Stafford County that all metropolitan transportation planning and 
programming functions for Stafford County be conducted by FAMPO.  The FAMPO 
Policy Committee has agreed to continue to provide metropolitan transportation 
planning and programming functions as well as to perform those additional planning 
responsibilities required for the portion of Stafford County that is determined to be 
within the Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area. 

B. TMA responsibilities and process: FAMPO commits to be responsible for meeting 
the TMA responsibilities for transportation planning and programming requirements 
within the Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area of Stafford County.   
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C. Organization and Policy Committee membership: FAMPO as an organization 
maintains a structure that grants voting membership on its Policy Committee to local 
governing body elected representatives, officials of agencies that operate or 
administer major modes of transportation and appropriate State transportation 
officials.  FAMPO’s Policy Committee commits to maintain such a structure in the 
future as well.  

D. 3C planning process: FAMPO has developed and will maintain a continuing, 
cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning and programming process as 
provided for by the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (1998); Section 134 
of Title 23 of the United States Code; 49 USC 5303; 23 CFR Part 450, Subpart C; 49 
CFR Part 613, Subpart A; and in accordance with the constitution and regulations of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia.  This process will continue to result in transportation 
plans and programs that consider all transportation modes and support community 
development goals in the FAMPO area.  These plans and programs will continue to 
lead to the development and operation of an integrated, intermodal transportation 
system that facilitates the efficient and economic movement of people and goods. 
Such plans and programs include the development of a long-range transportation plan 
and a transportation improvement program (TIP) that provide compliance with the 
public participation components of federal law and regulation,  meet the requirements 
of the Americans With Disabilities Act, and the Civil Rights Act, and provide an 
opportunity for at least one formal public meeting annually to review planning 
assumptions and the plan development process and an opportunity for at least one 
formal meeting during the TIP development process. 

E. Congestion Management System: FAMPO will develop a Congestion Management 
System (CMS) which will provide a systematic process for identifying transportation 
system performance, usage, and efficiency, and proposed strategies to alleviate 
congestion, and for the effective management of new and existing transportation 
facilities through the use of travel demand reduction and operational management as 
well as other strategies.  Such a CMS will be developed for the portion of Northern 
Stafford County that is included in the Washington DC UZA. The process will be in 
place prior to January 1, 2005 and will be coordinated with the TPB. 

F. Unified Planning Work Program: FAMPO will continue to provide and maintain a 
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), developed in cooperation with the State and 
operators of publicly owned transit that meets the requirements of 23 CFR part 420, 
subpart A.  The UPWP will provide sufficient detail to identify who will perform the 
work, the schedule for completing it, the products that will be developed and the 
documented planning activities performed utilizing funds provided under title 23, U. S. 
C., and the Federal Transit Act.  FAMPO will coordinate with the TPB in the 
development of the UPWP. 

G. Planning certification: FAMPO acknowledges that a formal certification procedure 
by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) is required to be performed in review of the transportation planning process 
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which covers part of an urbanized area subject to the TMA regulations.  FAMPO will 
cooperate and participate in the formal review process in accordance with the FHWA 
and FTA regulations and procedures to assure conformity of plans and programs as 
identified in 40 CFR part 51.  FHWA and FTA will coordinate such reviews to coincide 
with TPB’s triennial certification review. 

H. Air quality responsibilities (one-hour standard): Stafford County was identified as 
part of the Washington Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) following the 1990 Census 
of Population and as a consequence it was determined to part of the Metropolitan 
Washington Ozone Nonattainment Area for the one hour standard.  Stafford County 
participates with the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQ) for the 
one-hour standard (which is anticipated to be phased out by mid 2005).  FAMPO shall 
continue to coordinate its transportation planning and programming air quality 
responsibilities, for the one hour standard, with TPB to ensure that a transportation 
plan is developed that conforms to air quality standards for the area and the State 
Implementation Plan, as outlined in the agreement dated December 12, 1994 
(attached to this document), as long as that standard remains applicable under federal 
regulations. 

I. Air quality responsibilities (eight-hour standard): In 2004, regulations for the eight-
hour air quality standard were released by the U S Environmental Protection Agency.  
Spotsylvania County, Stafford County, and the City of Fredericksburg were 
determined to constitute a separate non-attainment area under the eight-hour 
standard.  FAMPO assumes the responsibilities for the transportation planning and 
programming process under the eight-hour air quality standard for the entire FAMPO 
region, including Stafford County. 

J. Implementation of the functions, responsibilities, and duties identified in this 
agreement: Implementation shall be as described specifically in the annual unified 
planning work program for FAMPO and the TPB. 

K. FAMPO transportation planning area: The transportation planning area boundary 
for the FAMPO transportation planning process shall include the City of 
Fredericksburg, and Spotsylvania and Stafford Counties in their entirety (current 
boundary), unless a boundary modification is approved by FAMPO and the Governor. 

ARTICLE II- COORDINATION OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES 

TPB and FAMPO will maintain coordinated, cooperative and continuing planning 
processes. TPB and FAMPO shall coordinate their planning processes and produce 
required planning documents on the same cycle, as determined by TPB’s current 
planning cycle. 
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SIGNATURES ON ORIGINAL. 

ARTICLE III-TIME FRAME OF THE PROCESS 

The metropolitan transportation planning and programming process shall be 
established as a continuing procedure effective the date of the execution of this 
AGREEMENT by all participants. 

ARTICLE IV-TERMINATION 

This AGREEMENT shall be terminated upon the occurrence of any of the following: 

The provisions of this agreement maybe repealed by the mutual agreement of the 
FAMPO and the TPB with not less than ninety (90) days written notice to the other 
party and to the FHWA and FTA. 

ARTICLE V-AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to this AGREEMENT, as mutually agreed to, may only be made by 
written agreement between the parties of this AGREEMENT and subject to a formal 
review by FHWA and FTA. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, all concerned parties have executed this 
AGREEMENT on the day and year first written above. 

____________________   WITNESSED BY __________________ 
Chairman, FAMPO    DATE __________________ 

____________________   WITNESSED BY ________________ 
Chairman, National    DATE___________________ 
Capitol Region
Transportation Planning Board 


