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Welcome to the eighteenth issue in a series of in-depth analyses
on member jurisdictions in the Washington region. This
newsletter contains economic and demographic data on the City
of Falls Church, placed in the context of the Washington region.

Population

The population of the City of Falls Church, according to the 2000 Census,
is 10,377 people. City of Falls Church residents constitute less than one
percent of the Washington region’s 4.5 million people.

Between 2000 and 2030, the City of Falls Church’s population is antici-
pated to grow by 5,000 people, an increase of 48 percent, while the region
is expected to grow by more than 2 million people or 45 percent.

More than 23 percent of the population in the City of Falls Church is un-
der 18 years old. This represents a slightly lower proportion of children
compared to the regional average of 25 percent.

The City’s nearly 1,300 ‘seniors’ age 65 and older account for 12 percent of
the population. This percentage is more than the regional average of nine
percent.

Eighty-five percent of the City of Falls Church population is white; seven
percent is Asian; and three percent is black or African-American. Less than
900 people—eight percent of the City of Falls Church population—also
indicated that they are Hispanic or Latino. Regionally, 56 percent of the
population is white; 28 percent is black or African-American; and eight per-
cent is Asian. One out of ten people in the Washington region is Hispanic
or Latino.
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The City of Falls Church
covers 2.2 square miles
and comprises less than
one percent of the
Washington  region’s
land area. The City has a
population density of
4,717 people per square
mile. It is more densely
populated than the re-
gional average of 1,395
people per square mile.
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Median Age by Jurisdiction
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Compared to the United States and the
Washington region, the City of Falls
Church has a lower proportion of
young adults between 20 and 24 years
old. The City of Falls Church has a
higher proportion of people between 45
and 54 years old, when compared to the
Washington region and the United
States.
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Region of Birth of Foreign Born in
the City of Falls Church
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MaritalS tatus

City of Falls Church residents have a
slightly higher rate of marriage— 53
percent of the population 15 years and
oldet— compared to 52 percent of the
region’s population.

Foreign Born

The City of Falls Church has a lower percentage of
foreign born residents compared to other jurisdic-
tions in the Washington region. Sixteen percent of
the City’s population was born in another country,
compared to the regional average of 19 percent. Of
the foreign born, 37 percent originate from Asia, 30
percent from Latin America, and 22 percent from
Burope.

A variety of foreign languages are spoken by City of
Falls Church residents—19 percent of the popula-
tion speaks a language other than English at home.
Seven percent speak Spanish, seven percent speak
another Indo-European language, and four percent
speak an Asian or Pacific Island language.

Education

Neatrly 2,700 people in the City of Falls Church
(26 percent of the population) are enrolled in
school. Seventy-six percent of these enrollees are
school age children, and 24 percent are college or
graduate students.

Sixty-four percent of Falls Church residents over
age 25 have a bachelot’s degree or higher, com-
pared to 45 percent in the Washington region.
Thirty-four percent of City of Falls Church resi-
dents have a graduate or professional degree, com-
pared with 21 percent of the region’s population.

Residence

City of Falls Church residents move or
relocate at a rate higher than the regional
average. Forty-five percent of Falls
Church residents moved between 1995
and 2000, compared with 44 percent of
the region’s population.
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Percent Employment Growth by Jurisdiction
Em p/ oynien ! Forecast 2000—2030
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the regional unemployment rate was 3.7 percent.
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Construction Federal Spending

In Fiscal Year 2003, the City of Falls Church received
l(j;lafilé]vﬁollﬁggnic{:zl;rioi::;sizg?fgé nearly $330.9 million in salaries and wages from the fed-
iy off Fllls Clhmzely o dhe gt five eral government. This figure represents one percent of the

region’s federal salaries and wages. The City of Falls
Church was home to nearly $928.3 million in federal pro-
curement, capturing two percent of the region’s federal
contract awards.

years—this represents less than one
percent of all commercial development
in the Washington region.
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Howze S ales

The number of homes sold in the City of Falls Church
increased 41 percent between 2000 and 2004, com-
pared with the regional average of 42 percent. A total
of 1,010 homes were sold in the City of Falls Church
during that time period, which is less than one percent
of the total home sales in the region.
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Means of Transportation
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Housing

The City of Falls Church has the eighth highest
percentage of renter-occupied housing in the
Washington region. Nearly 1,800, or 39 percent,
of the City of Falls Church housing units are
renter-occupied, compared with 38 percent of
the Washington region’s housing units.

The City of Falls Church residents pay a higher
median gross rent than the regional median. In
2000, the median gross rent in the City of Falls
Church was $965 a month, $144 higher than the
regional median gross rent of $821 per month.

The average household size in Falls Church is
smaller than the regional average of 2.59 people
per household. At 2.31 people per household,
the City of Falls Church has the fifth smallest

household size in the Washington region.

Commuting

Sixty-three percent of Falls Church resident
workers commute to work by driving alone,
compared with 68 percent of the Washington
region’s workers. Sixteen percent of City of
Falls Church resident workers use public trans-
portation, compared with 11 percent of the
Washington region’s workers. Eleven percent
of resident workers in the City of Falls Church
use carpooling as a means of transportation to
their jobs, compared with 13 percent of the re-
gion’s workers.

Eighty percent of City of Falls Church resi-
dents commute to work in less than 45 minutes.
In comparison, 72 percent of the region’s work-
ers have a travel time of less than 45 minutes.

Vebicle Ownership

Of the 4,471 occupied housing units in the City
of Falls Church, eight percent (336 housing
units) do not have vehicles. For renter-occupied
housing units, approximately 14 percent do not
have vehicles. Eleven percent of the region’s
occupied housing units and 23 percent of the
renter-occupied units do not have vehicles.



Outside COG Region

Commuting Patterns
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Place of Residence for the City of Falls Church’s Workforce
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Place of Work for the City of Falls Church’s Residents
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