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TPB Public Comment Procedures and Opportunities 
Related the Air Quality Conformity Planning Process 

 
As described in the 2020 update to the TPB Participation Plan (see Appendix A of the plan), it is the 
policy of the TPB to carry out the following public involvement activities with respect to air quality 
conformity regulations governing TPB plans and programs. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIODS 
Public comment periods will be governed by the following procedures: 

 
• For federally required plans and programs, including the Long-Range Transportation 

Plan (currently known as Visualize 2050), the Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP), the Public Participation Plan, associated air quality conformity analyses, and 
other documents, the following procedures are conducted, per federal requirements, 
at a minimum: 
o The length of public comment periods will be as follows: 

▪ A period of at least 45 days prior to the approval of the Public 
Participation Plan; 

▪ A period of at least 30 days prior to the approval of all other 
federally required plans and programs. 

o Development and consideration of written responses to comments received. 
o The TPB shall provide an additional opportunity for public comment if the final 

Long- Range Transportation Plan or TIP differs significantly from the version that 
was made available for public comment by the TPB and raises new material 
issues which interested parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the 
public involvement efforts. 

o When significant written and oral comments are received on the draft Long-Range 
Transportation Plan and TIP (including the financial plans) as a result of the 
participation process in this section or the interagency consultation process 
required under the EPA transportation conformity regulations (40 CFR part 93), a 
summary, analysis, and report on the disposition of comments shall be made as 
part of the final Long-Range Transportation Plan and TIP. 

 
• For major regional plans and policy documents that are not specifically governed 

by federal requirements, the following procedures are followed: 
o Public comment period of at least 30 days prior to the approval of documents. 
o Development and consideration of written responses to comments received. 
o The TPB shall provide an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final 

plan or policy document differs significantly from the version that was made 
available for public comment by the TPB and raises new material issues which 
interested parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the public involvement 
efforts. 

• For other Action Items before the TPB, the following participation procedures will 
be conducted at a minimum: 
o Materials will be posted electronically (on the TPB website and announced by 

email notification) six days before the TPB meeting. 
o Materials will be reviewed at the TPB Technical Committee by representatives 

from regional jurisdictions. 
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ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES TO COMMENT 
For other items and activities, the TPB provides an opportunity for public comment via mail, email, 
and on the TPB website. The TPB also provides access to documents in advance of all meetings 
to provide an opportunity to comment. 

 
To ensure that reasonable public access is provided to technical and policy information used in the 
TPB process, members of the public will be invited to review reports and other technical information 
(other than proprietary software or legally confidential data). 

 
The TPB will encourage dissemination of information through the following means: 

 
• Post all publicly available TPB documents on the TPB website, and otherwise seek opportunities 

to make suitable reports and technical information available through the TPB website. 
• Distribute relevant reports and technical information free of charge at meetings of the TPB and 

its committees and subcommittees. 
 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
The TPB will invite members of the public to participate in the review of technical work programs 
and analysis through attendance at meetings of the TPB Technical Committee and other TPB 
subcommittees, and at regular monthly meetings of the TPB. 

 
To provide opportunities for public participation at these meetings, the TPB will use the 
following methods: 

 
• A period of time will be dedicated at the beginning of each TPB meeting for public comment on 

transportation issues under consideration by the TPB and provide follow-up acknowledgment 
and response as appropriate. 

• At least one formal public meeting will be conducted during the development process for the TIP. 
• When possible, all meetings will occur at the MWCOG offices located at 777 N. Capitol St 

NE. These facilities are ADA-compliant, provide assisted hearing technology, and are 
accessible by fixed-route transit. 

• Meetings may also be hold online, or in a hybrid in-person / online format. When a meeting has 
an online component, information needs to be made available describing how the public can 
join the meeting and documentation provided before or during the meeting needs also to be 
available online. Such online meeting opportunities may become particularly necessary in times 
of national crisis, such as the pandemic of 2020. 
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TPB Consultation and Public Comment Opportunities for the Air Quality 
Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY2026-2029 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) 
 

The following lists TPB consultation and public comment opportunities during the air quality 
conformity analysis: 

• January 6, 2023 TPB Technical Committee presentation on the Technical Inputs 
Solicitation Policy Guide and Process used by the TPB covering project submissions for 
Visualize 2050 and the FY2026-2029 TIP, including the project inputs for the conformity 
analysis. 

• February 3, 2023.  TPB Technical Committee final presentation of the Draft Technical 
Inputs Solicitation and Plan Development Kickoff.  By June 30, 2023 preliminary inputs 
for Visualize 2050 and Air Quality Conformity analysis are due for review and internal 
coordination. 

• February 15, 2023 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• February 15, 2023 – At the TPB monthly meeting, the Visualize 2050 technical inputs 

solicitation containing the process and schedule for the plan (including conformity) was 
approved. 

• April 19, 2023 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• April 19, 2023 – At the TPB monthly meeting, an updated schedule for Visualize 2050, 

including conformity, was presented and approved by the board. 
• November 11, 2023 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• November 11, 2023 – At the TPB monthly meeting the board was briefed on the 

development of Visualize 2050, including conformity. 
• December 15, 2023, monthly conformity consultation email referenced an information 

item in which the Board will be briefed on a summary of the outcomes of the February  
15-November 30, 2023 public engagement conducted in preparation for Visualize 2050. 
In addition, the Visualize 2050 schedule was changed due to uncertainties with a few of 
the major projects in our region - the express lanes system in Maryland and the WMATA 
transit system.  

• December 20, 2023 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• December 20, 2023, At the TPB monthly meeting, the board will receive a briefing 

summarizing the outcomes of the February 15-November 30, 2023 public engagement 
conducted in preparation for Visualize 2050. 
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• March 1, 2024 TPB Technical Committee presentation and memorandum on the Public 
Comment Materials Package for projects proposed for inclusion in the Air Quality 
Conformity analysis of Visualize 2050 and Air Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of 
Work.  Public comment period was March 1 – 30. 

• March 1-30, 2024 - A MetroQuest public comment form is made available to facilitate 
public engagement and input for the Air Quality Conformity Public Comment Period. 

• March 1, 2024 - Washington Post newspaper ad was published announcing the public 
comment period. 

• March 2, 2024 - The AFRO News newspaper ad was published announcing the public 
comment period.  

• March 1, 2024 - The Washington Hispanic newspaper ad was posted in Spanish. 
announcing the public comment period. 

• March 1 - 30, 2024 – Comment form was available on the homepage of the Visualize 
2050 website. In addition to the homepage, the form was mentioned on the following 
pages of the Visualize 2050 website: About Visualize 2050, Comment, Ambassador Kit, 
Plan Goals, and Plan Development.  

• March 1-30, 2024 - Links to the comment form and instructions on how the public can 
comment by form, email, phone, or letter were added to the Visualize 2050 website. A 
link to the comment form was available on each webpage through a sitewide banner. 

• March 1-30, 2024 – Visualize 2050 (including conformity) updates were posted daily 
from one or more of the TPB accounts: Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, and X/Twitter. 
Both English and Spanish messages were posted using the Visualize 2050 logo or a 
specialized graphic with the visualize2050.org URL and #Visualize2050.  TPB staff 
boosted a Facebook post regarding the comment period with a link to the Visualize 2050 
website. The boosted post was targeted to Facebook users within a 30-mile radius of the 
District of Columbia.  

• March 1-30, 2024 – Posts were shared from the COG LinkedIn account using the 
Visualize 2050 logo. 

• News about the comment period was shared in mid-October through the COG 
Connections, TPB News, and Commuter Connections newsletters, with a total delivery 
reach of over 26,000 subscribers. 
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• March 1-30, 2024 - The following TPB members and partner organizations posted or 
shared comment period materials:  

o Arlington County  
o Arlington County Dept. Environmental Services 
o Bike Arlington 
o DASH Bus (Alexandria) 
o Fairfax County 
o Fairfax County Transportation 
o Fredericksburg Area MPO 
o City of Greenbelt 
o Greater Washington Board of Trade 
o Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
o Virginia DOT - Northern Virginia 
o Virginia Railway Express 

• March 15, 2024, monthly conformity consultation email referenced an information item in 
which the Board will be briefed on project inputs and the draft scope of work for the air 
quality conformity analysis for the Visualize 2050 national capital region transportation 
plan and the FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and work 
session recap.  

• March 19, 2025 - Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting. 
• March 21, 2024 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• March 21, 2024 – A TPB work session was held, and a presentation given at the TPB 

monthly meeting discussing the draft technical inputs for the air quality conformity 
analysis of Visualize 2050 and FY 2026-2029 transportation improvement program.   

• April 5, 2024—The TPB Technical Committee received a presentation and 
memorandum on the Visualize 2050 March Comment Period Summary and Updates for 
Air Quality Conformity. This included an overview of the public comments and changes 
made to the draft regionally significant for Air Quality Conformity (RSAC) project list. 

• April 12, 2024, monthly conformity consultation email referenced an information item 
which the Board will be brief on a summary and all the comments in response to the 
technical inputs submitted for inclusion in the Visualize 2050 Air Quality Conformity 
(AQC) process. 

• April 17, 2024 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting.  
• April 17, 2024 – At the TPB monthly meeting, a briefing was given on the comments 

received during the March 1-30 public comment period on the draft project inputs and 
scope of work for the air quality conformity analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-
2029 TIP. 

• May 3, 2024 - TPB Technical Committee presentation that included updates to Air 
Quality Conformity Project Inputs Table and to the Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work. 

• May 10, 2024, monthly conformity consultation email referenced a Board action is 
adoption of Visualize 2050 Plan and FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), upon completion of the air quality conformity and system performance 
analysis. 

• May 15, 2024 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting. 
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• May 15, 2024 – At the TPB monthly meeting, the Board approved the project inputs for 
the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP, 
electing to remove the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes Project from R12-2024 to 
allow more time to consider this project’s inclusion in the analysis. 

• June 14, 2024, monthly conformity consultation email referenced an action item in which 
the Board will act on R13-2024 to approve the inclusion of the I-95/I-495 Southside 
Express Lanes in the analysis.   

• June 20, 2024 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting. 
• June 20, 2024 – At the TPB Monthly Meeting, a resolution was passed that amended the 

Air Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of Work and directing staff to conduct two 
alternative sets of regional air quality conformity analysis: one without the I-495 
Southside Express Lanes project and a second set including the project.  The TPB will 
take action to approve the air quality conformity analysis and adopting Visualize 2050 
and FY 2026-2029 TIP at its December 17, 2025, meeting. 

• March 19, 2025 – At the TPB Monthly Meeting, a presentation was given on Visualize 
2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP providing an overview and status of key activities, the 
structure and basic contents of the plan and related documents, the remaining schedule 
through plan adoption, and the redesigned Visualize 2050 website. This included an 
update on the conformity effort and schedule. 

• April 15, 2025 – at the TPM Monthly Meeting an update on the I-495 southside express 
lanes (SEL) project was provided. 

• July 2, 2025 - TPB Technical Committee presentation on the draft findings of the air 
quality conformity analysis and the implications of including/not including the I-496 
Southside Express Lanes project. 

• July 11, 2024, the conformity consultation email announced that TPB staff would present 
the air quality conformity analysis results with and without the I-495 southside express 
lanes project in June 2024, as directed by the TPB. 

• July 16, 2025 - Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting. 
• July 16, 2025 – At the TPB Monthly Meeting, a presentation was given that included the 

finalization of project inputs for the air quality conformity analysis and the technical 
analysis results for the air quality conformity analysis. 

• On September 12, 2025, the draft conformity results with and without the I-495 
Southside Express Lanes (SEL) were presented to MWAQC-TAC. 

• On September 24, 2025, the draft conformity results with and without the I-495 
Southside Express Lanes (SEL) were presented to MWA. 

• October 17, 2025 - The Washington Hispanic newspaper ad was posted in Spanish. 
announcing the public comment period for the Conformity Report, Visualize 2050, and 
the FY 2026-2029 TIP. 

• October 22, 2025 - The Visualize 2050 website (the site for the metropolitan 
transportation plan update) was updated and included a copy of the draft Air Quality 
Conformity Analysis Report of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP for public 
comment. 
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• October 23, 2025 & November 6, 2025 - Washington Post newspaper ads were 
published announcing the public comment period for the Conformity Report, Visualize 
2050, and the FY 2026-2029 TIP. 

• October 24, 2025 - The AFRO News newspaper ad was published announcing the 
public comment period for the Conformity Report, Visualize 2050, and the FY 2026-2029 
TIP.  

• October 23 – November 21, 2025 – A comment form, email address and phone number 
were made available on the Visualize 2050 website to allow for comments from the 
public to be received. In addition to the homepage, the form was mentioned on the 
following pages of the website: About Visualize 2050, Comment, Ambassador Kit, Plan 
Goals, and Plan Development.  

• October 23 – November 21, 2025 – Visualize 2050 updates have been posted daily from 
one or more of the TPB accounts: Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, and X/Twitter. TPB 
staff boosted a Facebook post discussing the comment period with a link to the Visualize 
2050 website. The boosted post was targeted to Facebook users within a 30-mile radius 
of the District of Columbia 

• Mid-October - News about the comment period was shared through the COG 
Connections, TPB News, and Commuter Connections newsletters, with a total delivery 
reach of over 26,000 subscribers.  

• November 5, 2025 – A TPB News Release publicized the public comment period for the 
conformity document, along with the Visualize 2050 plan and the FY 2026-2029 TIP  

• November 14, 2025 – A TPB mail blast was sent inviting the public to share feedback on 
the following draft documents: VISUALIZE 2050 NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN, FY 2026-2029 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (TIP), and the AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY ANALYSIS OF VISUALIZE 
2050 & FY 2026-29 TIP 

• December 17, 2025 – Opportunity for the public comment at the TPB meeting. 
• December 17, 2025 – At the TPB Monthly Meeting, a resolution was adopted finding that 

Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP conform with the requirements of the Clean 
Air Act Amendments of 1990 
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SAMPLE: TPB Monthly Consultation Memo 
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TPB News- January 2023 TPB Meeting Recap: FY2024 Unified Planning 
Work Program and Visualized 2050 

February 1, 2023 
 

January 2023 TPB meeting recap: Community Advisory Committee appointments, FY 2024 Unified Planning 
Work Program, and Visualize 2050 - TPB News - News | Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 

(mwcog.org) 

https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
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TPB News- January 2023 TPB Meeting Recap: Visualize 2050 February 1, 
2023 

 

January 2023 TPB meeting recap: Community Advisory Committee appointments, FY 2024 Unified 
Planning Work Program, and Visualize 2050 - TPB News - News | Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments (mwcog.org) 

 

https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/02/01/january-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
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TPB News- TPB Launches Visualize 2050 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
Update 

February 14, 2023 
 

Transportation Planning Board - Transportation - Events | Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments (mwcog.org) 

https://www.mwcog.org/events/2023/2/15/transportation-planning-board/
https://www.mwcog.org/events/2023/2/15/transportation-planning-board/
https://www.mwcog.org/events/2023/2/15/transportation-planning-board/
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TPB Twitter-The Officially Kicked Off Visualize 2050-The Region’s Long-
Range Transportation Plan Update 

February 15, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(3) COG (@MWCOG) / Twitter 

https://twitter.com/MWCOG
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TPB News- TPB Meeting recap on Visualize 2050 March 15, 2023 

 
February 2023 TPB meeting recap: Visualize 2050, TPB and Commuter Connections Work Programs - TPB 

News - News | Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (mwcog.org) 
  

https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/15/february-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/15/february-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/15/february-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/15/february-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
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Public Comment Period March 1, 2024 to March 30, 2024 
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Public Comment Period March 1, 2024 to March 31, 2024 
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Public Comment Period March 1, 2024 to March 30, 2024 

 
Visualize 2050 Feedback Form Updated 

 Share  
Click the comment bubble in the top right corner of this page to give any additional feedback. Please 
share this with others and help us get everyone involved! 

 
 

 

More at: 

 https://www.visualize2050.org 

 

Visualize 2050 Public Comment Opportunity 

Please take a moment to share your feedback about the proposed project inputs for Visualize 
2050 and how the TPB plans to measure air quality impacts. 

http://www.visualize2050.org/
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As part of the Visualize 2050 plan update, TPB staff are gathering public comments. Click 
the links above to review the materials or scroll through to read more about what is open 
for public comment. 
What are project inputs? The proposed project inputs available for comment at this time 
are regionally significant for air quality highway and transit projects that the National 
Capital Region plans to invest in over the next 25 years. The projects are presented 
generally in the following maps and in detail via the link above. Smaller-scale 
roadway/bike/pedestrian/transit projects are not included here nor in the air quality 
analysis. 
What does air quality have to do with projects? The federal government requires TPB to 
test the air quality impact of all the proposed regionally significant projects including land 
use and population/employment forecasts in the National Capital Region Transportation 
Plan. This test estimates emissions from the region's future transportation system. A region 
passes the test if the estimation does not exceed emissions budgets. 
How will we use your comments? TPB staff will share your comments with the 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB). The TPB will consider public comments before their 
vote on the project inputs, air quality analysis scope of work, and land use inputs. 
We need your feedback on Visualize 2050!The Transportation Planning Board (TPB) wants 
to hear from you! On May 15, 2024, the TPB will vote on regionally significant 
highway/transit project inputs and the scope of work for air quality analysis (including the 
COG approved and land use forecasts) for the next National Capital Region Transportation 
Plan, Visualize 2050. 
Español 
Next 

Introduction 
Visualize 2050 Public Comment Opportunity 
Make your voice heard! March 1 - 30, 2024 
 
1 

Transportation & Our Region's Air Quality 

2 
Proposed Project Inputs 

3 
Proposed Project Inputs 

4 
Wrap Up 

5 
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Public Comment Period March 1, 2024, to March 31, 2024 

 
Mas en: 

 https://www.visualize2050.org 

Visualize 2050 oportunidad de comentario público 

Tómese un momento para compartir sus comentarios sobre las entradas de proyectos propuesto 
para Visualize 2050 y cómo la TPB planea medir los impactos en la calidad del aire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Como parte de la actualización del plan Visualize 2050, el personal de TPB está recopilando comentarios 
del público. Haga clic en los enlaces de arriba para revisar los materiales o desplácese para leer más 
sobre lo que está abierto al comentario público. 
¿Qué son los insumos del proyecto? Las entradas del proyectos propuesto para comentarios son 
proyectos de tránsito y carreteras regionalmente significativos para calidad del aire que la planea 
invertir en los próximos 25 años. Los proyectos se presentan de forma general en los siguientes 
mapas y en detalle a través del enlace de arriba. 
Proyectos de menor escala no se incluyen aquí ni en el análisis de la calidad del aire. 
¿Qué tiene que ver la calidad del aire con los proyectos? El gobierno federal requiere que TPB pruebe 
el impacto en la calidad del aire de todos los proyectos de importancia regional, incluidos el uso de 
suelo y los pronósticos de población/empleo en el Plan de Transporte. Esta prueba estima las 
emisiones del futuro sistema de transporte. Una región pasa la prueba si la estimación no excede los 
presupuestos de emisiones. 

http://www.visualize2050.org/
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¿Cómo usaremos sus comentarios? El personal de TPB compartirá sus comentarios con 
la Junta de Planificación del Transporte (TPB). El TPB considerará los comentarios públicos 
antes de su votación sobre los aportes del proyecto, el alcance del trabajo del análisis de la 
calidad del aire y los aportes sobre el uso de la tierra. 
¡Necesitamos sus comentarios sobre Visualize 2050!¡La Junta de Planificación del 
Transporte (TPB) quiere saber de usted! El 15 de mayo de 2024, la TPB votará sobre las 
entradas de proyectos de carreteras/tránsito de importancia regional y el alcance de 
análisis de la calidad del aire (incluidos los pronósticos de uso del suelo aprobado por el 
COG) para el próximo Plan de Transporte de la Región de la Capital Nacional, Visualize 
2050. 

English 
Próximo 

Introducción 
Visualize 2050 oportunidad de comentario público 
¡Haz oír tu voz! 1 - 30 de marzo de 2024 
 

1 
Transporte y calidad del aire de nuestra región 

2 
Entradas de proyectos propuesto 

3 
Entradas de proyectos propuesto 
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TPB News- April 2023 TPB Meeting Recap Visualize 2050 Schedule Update 
March 16, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2023 TPB meeting recap: TLC Program projects, Visualize 2050 schedule update - TPB News – News | 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (mwcog.org) 

  

https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/05/16/april-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/05/16/april-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/05/16/april-2023-tpb-meeting-recap/
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TPB News- TPB Kick Off Visualize 2050 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
Update 

March 16, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TPB kicks off Visualize 2050 long-range transportation plan update - TPB News - News | Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (mwcog.org) 

 

  

https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/16/tpb-kicks-off-visualize-2050-long-range-transportation-plan-update/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/16/tpb-kicks-off-visualize-2050-long-range-transportation-plan-update/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2023/03/16/tpb-kicks-off-visualize-2050-long-range-transportation-plan-update/
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TPB Kicks off Visualize 2050 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
Update March 16, 2023 

T P B N E WS  

TPB kicks off Visualize 2050 long-range transportation plan 
update 

 

Mar 16, 2023 

 
Crystal City Metroway BRT Stop in Arlington County, Virginia (Beyond DC/Flickr) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/beyonddc/51151617218/
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On February 15, the TPB approved the launch of Visualize 2050, which updates the 
current approved plan, Visualize 2045. The update gets underway with the Visualize 2050 
Technical Inputs Solicitation and inputs to the Fiscal Year 2025 – 2028 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). 

As part of the Technical Inputs Solicitation, the public is welcome to comment on the 
current long-range plan projects and offer feedback on whether projects should remain 
in the plan or be altered. The current list of plan projects for the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, and Virginia, along with a feedback form, are available online. Visit the 
Visualize 2050 Get Involved page to learn more and complete the feedback form. 

 

What are the initial steps in the plan update? 

Spring 2023 actions center around the Technical Inputs Solicitation, which focuses on 
the plan’s Constrained Element and the air quality conformity project inputs. Information 
on the solicitation is available on the Visualize 2050 webpage. Key steps in this process 
include: 

TPB Staff Roles 
 

• Prepare preliminary project lists from the current plan organized into two groups to get 
the conversation started: “funded/committed” projects (under construction or have 
received funding) or “developmental stage” projects. 

• Forward public input on the projects to TPB member jurisdictions. 
• Coordinate meetings with board members and their technical agency staff to discuss 

potential projects and project updates. 
 
TPB Member Roles 

https://visualize2045.org/plan-update/visualize-2050/
https://visualize2045.org/plan-update/visualize-2050/get-involved/
https://visualize2045.org/plan-update/visualize-2050/
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• Re-examine all projects, programs, and policies in the current plan and TIP and 
resubmit projects for the new plan after evaluating whether projects are consistent 
with the TPB’s regional planning priorities. 

• Update financial forecasts for the planning horizon. 
• Propose new projects and project costs. 

 
June 30 is the deadline for TPB members to complete submission of project conformity 
inputs for the Visualize 2050 update. Once TPB staff receives the projects, staff will 
review and coordinate for next steps. 

 

Why is the Technical Inputs Solicitation important? 

The Technical Inputs Solicitation is important because it communicates what types of 
projects, programs and policies are federally required to be included for the update of the 
region’s long-range transportation plan. The solicitation also communicates the types of 
projects that the region would like to see planned and funded in the future, to help achieve 
our shared regional goals of: 
 

• Safety 
• Maintenance 
• Reliability 
• Affordable and Convenient 
• Efficient Systems Operations 
• Environmental Protection 
• Resiliency 
• Building Livable and Prosperous Communities 

 
 

How will Visualize 2050 satisfy federal requirements? 

Federal regulations require an update to the long-range transportation plan every four 
years, with the last update to Visualize 2045 approved by the TPB in June 2022. 

Visualize 2050 will be undertaken in two years rather than four to provide an opportunity 
for board members to revisit the plan’s projects, programs, and policies to see if changes 
should be made to align the plan with TPB’s policy priorities and findings from various 
TPB scenario studies, performance analysis, and other TPB focus areas. 

The federal government requires that the TPB, as the region’s Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO), ensures its long-range transportation plan demonstrates both the 
financial viability of projects and conformity with federal air quality standards. 

TPB gathers all the inputs (projects, programs, and policies) necessary for TPB staff to test 
for fiscal constraint and air quality conformity—two federal requirements designed to 

ensure that the region’s long-range transportation plans are financially feasible and that 
they support long-term air quality improvement goals. 
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What is meant by fiscal constraint and air quality 

conformity? Fiscal/Financial Constraint 

Financial constraint means that each project must be capable of being completed using revenue 
sources that are already committed, available, or reasonably expected to be available in the future. 

TPB’s member agencies are responsible to maintain, operate and expand the 
transportation infrastructure and services. Agencies are also required to identify the 
operations and maintenance programs that are needed to keep the planned 
transportation system in a state of good repair. This includes major rehabilitation or 
replacement of aging roadways, bridges, railcars, transit stations and stops, and other 
infrastructure as it nears the end of its useful lifespan. Expansion programs generally 
entail adding roadway, trail, and/or transit capacity and at times reducing capacity by 
changing current infrastructure or service. 

An estimate of the total costs for such operations, maintenance and expansions 
programs is required to be included in Visualize 2050. Funding for day-to-day operations 
and maintenance activities, like repaving roadways, inspecting, and maintaining transit 
vehicles, installing safety-related infrastructure, and paying train and bus operators, 
must also be identified. 

Air Quality 

Air Quality Conformity refers to whether the financially constrained element of the long-range 
transportation plan projects collectively contribute to the air quality improvement goals embodied 
in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. If the LRTP is found by the TPB to meet regional air quality 
goals, federal agencies certify that the plan is “in conformity.” 

Projects that add or remove roadway or transit capacity could affect air quality. These 
include system expansion projects like new or widened roadways, new transit lines or bus 
only lanes, or expanded transit service on existing lines. Because of that effect, they are 
required to be in Visualize 2050 and part of the air quality conformity test. 

Another key required input is transit service and fare assumptions—the policies that will 
affect the operation of the transportation system and could therefore affect travel 
patterns and air quality. This includes new or updated route, frequency, and fare policy 
information for the region’s rail and bus systems, as well as new or updated lane 
restrictions and hours of operation for HOV and HOT facilities. 

How do long-range projects further regional priorities? 

Projects, programs, and policies in the Visualize 2050 plan update should: 
 

• Reflect the TPB’s priorities, uphold the TPB’s principles, advance one or more TPB 
goals, and implement one or more of the TPB’s priority strategies, as documented in 
the TPB Synthesized Policy Framework. 

 
• Consider and apply other insights gained through public opinion research and public 

comment, performance, and air quality analysis, and more. 
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In 2022, the TPB emphasized its principles, goals, strategies, and performance 
measures in the TPB’s Synthesized Policy Framework. At its core, the Policy Framework 
explains the region’s values, what the TPB as an MPO aims to accomplish, how its goals 
will be accomplished, and how the TPB will determine the impact of its planned 
strategies. 

As TPB member jurisdictions review and resubmit projects for the Visualize 2050 long-
range plan update, their staff will compare projects to TPB’s principles and goals to 
ensure that projects further regional priorities illustrated in the graphic below. 

 

 
 

What happens next with the inputs? 

https://visualize2045.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TPB-Policy-Framework-Booklet.pdf
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The public is welcome to comment on the long-range plan projects. The current list of 
plan projects for the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia, along with a feedback 
form, are available online. Visit the Visualize 2050 Get Involved page to learn more. 

The deadline for TPB member agencies to submit their inputs for the long-range plan 
and Air Quality Conformity Analysis is June 30, 2023. 

Follow the progress of Visualize 2050 through one or more of the following: (1) 
Visit visualize2050.org, (2) Check this COG website for periodic updates, (3) Follow 
@NatCapRegTPB on Twitter and Facebook, and 4) Subscribe to the TPB News monthly e- 
newsletter. 

 
Contact: Rachel Beyerle 

Phone: (202) 962-3237 

Email: rbeyerle@mwcog.org 

Tags: 

Public Comment TPB Visualize 2045 Visualize 2050 

Back to news 
  

https://visualize2045.org/get-involved/
https://visualize2045.org/plan-update/visualize-2050/
https://www.mwcog.org/subscribe/
mailto:rbeyerle@mwcog.org
https://www.mwcog.org/search/?keyword=Public%20Comment
https://www.mwcog.org/search/?keyword=TPB
https://www.mwcog.org/search/?keyword=Visualize%202045
https://www.mwcog.org/search/?keyword=Visualize%202050
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/
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TPB News- April 2023 TPB Meeting Recap Visualize 2050 Schedule 
Update 

May 16, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TPB Comment Form - Getting Involved & Public Comment | Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments (mwcog.org) 

  

https://www.mwcog.org/tpbcomment/
https://www.mwcog.org/tpbcomment/
https://www.mwcog.org/tpbcomment/
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Home>>Newsroom>TPB takes key step in development of Visualize 2050 plan 

 
 

T P B N EWS  

TPB takes key step in development of Visualize 2050 plan 
May 16, 2024 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
On May 15, the Transportation Planning Board made a key decision in the development of Visualize 
2050, the next National Capital Region Transportation Plan (NCRTP), and the FY 2026-2029 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), by approving the scope of work and project inputs for 
the Air Quality Conformity Analysis. Before the vote, the board opted to remove one project, I-495 
Southside Express Lanes, from the list of project inputs agreeing to discuss further its inclusion 
during the June 20 TPB meeting. All major transportation projects must be included in Visualize 
2050 to receive federal funding and approvals. 

The board’s action comes after two public comment periods and an extensive review conducted by 
TPB member agencies, including the District of Columbia DOT, Maryland DOT, and Virginia DOT. TPB 
staff will now begin the air quality conformity analysis to ensure the projects collectively contribute to 
the air quality improvement goals of the region. The analysis takes approximately ten months to 
complete. 

https://www.mwcog.org/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/
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Air Quality Conformity Analysis in Brief 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Federal Clean Air Act and subsequent amendments 
require that the NCRTP and TIP are consistent with air quality goals and progress towards achieving 
and maintaining federal air quality standards. The TPB performs a mobile source emission analysis 
for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) and Nitrogen Oxides (NOx). The analysis must demonstrate 
that the region’s planned transit and highway capacity-related projects are within limits outlined in 
state air quality implementation plans. 

Looking Ahead 

Once the air quality conformity analysis is concluded, the TPB will hold a third comment period on 
the draft Visualize 2050 plan and FY 2026-2029 TIP. The projects approved for the air quality 
analysis are just a portion of the projects that will be included in the draft plan. For example, the 
TPB has received numerous comments and questions about bicycle and pedestrian projects. The 
final Visualize 2050 plan will incorporate a number of active transportation projects funded along 
with maintenance, operations and other transit or roadway improvements to be completed by the 
year 2050.
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The Washington Hispanic, October 17, 2025 
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The Washington Post, October 23 and November 7, 2025 
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The AFRO News, October 24, 2025 
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Feedback Form on the Visualize 2050 Website for October 23-

November 21, 2025 Public Comment Period 
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TPB News Release, November 5, 2025 
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Sample Twitter/X Postings regarding Visualize 2050 and Air Quality – 
Also posted on Bluesky, Instagram, and Facebook 
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TPB Email Blast, November 14, 2025 
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