
 

 

  

APPENDIX F 
TPB C-SMMPO Agreement 

Air Quality Conformity 
Analysis 



TPB R6-2016 
January 20, 2016 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 
777 North capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

RESOLUTION ON AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING BOARD AND THE CALVERT-ST. MARY'S METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION AND CALVERT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) is the officially 
designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Metropolitan Washington area; 
and 

WHEREAS, the TPB's planning area is part of the Washington, DC-MD-VA 8-Hour Ozone 
Nonattainment area, as shown on the map in Attachment A, and as such, is subject to regional 
air quality conformity analysis of its Transportation Plans and Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs); and 

WHEREAS, the Washington, DC-MD-VA 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment area also includes 
Calvert County, and transportation projects within Calvert County have been included in TPB's 
regional air quality conformity analysis as appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, the Calvert-St. Mary's Metropolitan Planning Organization (C-SMMPO) is the newly 
officially designated MPO for Southern Maryland, whose planning area includes Calvert 
County, as shown on the map in Attachment B; and 

WHEREAS, under federal surface transportation legislation (23 U.S.C. § 134 and 49 U.S.C. § 
5303) related to MPO Consultation in Plan and TIP Coordination for Nonattainment areas, "If 
more than one metropolitan planning organization has authority within a metropolitan area or 
an area which is designated as a nonattainment area for ozone or carbon monoxide under 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. § 7 401 et seq.), each metropolitan planning organization shall 
consult with the other metropolitan planning organizations designated for such area and the 
State in the coordination of plans and TIPs" and 

WHEREAS, the TPB and the C-SMMPO have agreed to consult with the Maryland Department 
of Transportation (MOOT) in the coordination of their respective plans and TIPS; and 

WHEREAS, the TPB, the C-SMMPO, and Calvert County have agreed to a process where C­
SMMPO will develop Plans and TIPs to include Calvert County projects, and the TPB will 
continue to include thei:;eCalvert County projects in its regional air quality conformity analysis; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING BOARD approves execution, by its Chairman, of the attached .Agreement between 
the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) and the Calvert-St. Mary's 
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (C-SMMPO) and Calvert County, Maryland on the 
conformity analysis and determination of transportation plans, programs, and projects In 
Cs/vert County, Maryland document to ensure that transportation plans, programs, and 
projects in Calvert County are assessed for regional air quality conformity as is required in the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (with subsequent amendments). 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board at its regular meeting on January 20, 2016 
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ATIACHMENT A 

Proposalfor Satisfying Federal Metropolitan Planning Requirements 
for Charles and Calvert Counties 

The TPB proposes the conformity procedures defined in parts 1-4 below. These 
procedures affirm the practices that have been used for the past two years for the 
Metropolitan Washington Region non-attainment area as a means for assuring 
conformity in Charles and Calvert Counties. 

1. The TPB agrees with Governor Schaefer that Charles and Calvert
Counties not be a part of the planning area covered by the TPB.

2. Transportation plans, programs and projects in Charles and Calvert
Counties will be excluded from the TPB 1s Long-Range Transportation
Plan and six-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). and
included in the statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan and state-Wide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) developed by the State of
Maryland.

3 Transportation plans, programs and projects in Charles and Calvert
Counties will be included in the conformity analysis and determination
carried out by the TPB for the Washington Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA). Conformity determinations concerning proposed added projects
will be based on a system level analysis for the non-attainment area.

4. Charles and Calvert Counties will be involved'in all aspects of the
conformity analysis and determinations.

Formal involvement for Charles and Calvert Counties will be provided 
through the Maryland Department of Transportation on the TPB, and 
through Charles and Calvert Counties' membership on MWAQC and its 
Technical Staff Coordination Committee (TSCC). 

... Informal involvement by Charles end Calvert Counties will be provided 
through participation by their representatives in COG and TPB 
committees and processes concerned with conformity, including receipl of 
all materials and participation in all meetings. discussions. and reviews. 

These procedures are subject to amendment should they be found in conflict with the 
final rule on conformity promulgated by lhe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

TPB R23-93 
December 16, 1993 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
NATIONAL CAPITAIREGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capto1Street, N.E_ 

Washington, D. c_ 20002 

RESOLUTION RESPONDING TO GOVERNOR SCHAEFER'S 
LEITER CONCERNING THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

BOUNDARY IN MARYLAND 

WHEREAS.the NationalCapital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) is the 
officially designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Metropolilan 
Washington area; and 

WHEREAS. the lntermoda1Sur1ace Tra nsportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 
requires MPO boundaries to "at least Include the boundaries of the non-attainment 
area, except as otherwise provided by agreement between the metropolitan planning 
orgarization and the Governor;'' and 

WHEREAS. in a letter of April16.1992. the Governor of Maryland presented a 
proposal to the TPB under which "the Washington area MPO boundaries should not be 
expanded to encompass Charles and Calvert Counties�· and 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 1992, the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) 
requested that the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAOC) consider 
and provide comm en ls to the TPB on the implications of Governor Schaefer's request 
for air quality planning and conformity fi ndings in the Metropolitan Washington Area; 
and 

WHEREAS, there has been extensive coordination with lhe State Transportation 
Agencies and the State Air Quality Agencies. who are members of MWAOC, and with 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration(FTA); and 

WHEREAS, on December 9, 1992, the MWAQC adopted a set of recommendations to 
the TPB on responding to Governor Schaefer's request;and has transmitted those 
recommendations lo lhe TPB; and 

WHEREAS. the "Interim Guidance on the !STEA Metropolitan Planning Requirements" 
issued by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA} and lhe Federal Transit 
Administration (Fl A} or April6, 1992. contains the following guidance on Metropolitan 
boundaries: 
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"In non attainment areas, if the MPO and the Governor agree to exclude a 
portion of the nonattainmenl area, they must be able to demonstrate how 
conformity will be ensured in the excluded portion. Such proposals should be 
coordinated with FHWA, FTA, EPA.the state transportation agency.and the 
state air quality agency before a final decision is made". 

NOW, THEREFORE.BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The NationalCapitalRegion 
Transportation Planning Board endorses the MWAQC recommendations as defined in 
Atlachment A, agrees lo respond favorably to the April 16, 1992 request of the 
Governor of Maryland.and also to transmit copies to the FederalHighway 
Adminlslration, the FederalTransit Administration.and the EnvironmentalProtection 
Agency. 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board at its regular meeting on December 1 6, 
1992. 
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MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Files   

FROM:  Robert d’Abadie, TPB Transportation Engineer 

SUBJECT:  TPB Coordination with C-SMMPO for Visualize 2050 Conformity Analysis  

DATE:  August 27, 2025 

 

Calvert County, Maryland is in the Washington, DC-MD-VA 8-hour ozone non-attainment area and is 
also a member of the Calvert-Saint Mary’s Maryland Metropolitan Planning Organization (C-SMMPO), 
located in southern Maryland. Projects in Calvert County have always been included in the 
Transportation Planning Board’s (TPB’s) air quality conformity analyses, but when the MPO was 
created, it was necessary to formalize coordination between the TPB and C-SMMPO to ensure that 
Calvert County’s transportation plans, programs, and projects are assessed for regional air quality 
conformity.  
 
In January 2016, the TPB adopted Resolution TPB R6-2016, approving a coordination agreement 
between the TPB, the C-SMMPO, and Calvert County, MD. The agreement outlines a process where C-
SMMPO will develop Long-Range Transportation Plans (LRTPs) and Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) to include Calvert County projects, and the TPB will continue to include these Calvert 
County projects in its regional air quality conformity analysis. The agreement lists the seven tasks 
below to be followed for each conformity cycle. Following each task is a record (in italics) of the steps 
taken, or procedures used, to complete the task during the TPB’s air quality conformity analysis of the 
Visualize 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan.   
 
 

1. Transportation plans, programs, and projects in the C-SMMPO Metropolitan 
Planning Area (MPA) of Calvert County will be included in the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan and Transportation Improvement Program developed by 
the C-SMMPO.  
 
Transportation plans, programs, and projects in the C-SMMPO Metropolitan 
Planning Area (MPA) of Calvert County have been included in the 2024 Long-
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and FY 2025-2028 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) developed by the C-SMMPO. The C-SMMPO 
adopted both its Plan (https://www.calvert-
stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/ View/527/Moving-Forward-2050)  and 
its TIP (https://www.calvert-
stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/View/528/TIP-FY-2025-2028) in April 
2024.  

 
2. The C-SMMPO and Calvert County, in consultation with the Maryland 

Department of Transportation (MDOT), will submit the plan, program, and 
project inputs for Calvert and for the C-SMMPO MPA to the TPB for inclusion in 
each update of the TPB’s regional air quality conformity analysis and 
determination for the Washington, DC-MD-VA 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment 
area.  

https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/View/527/Moving-Forward-2050
https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/View/527/Moving-Forward-2050
https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/View/528/TIP-FY-2025-2028
https://www.calvert-stmarysmpo.com/DocumentCenter/View/528/TIP-FY-2025-2028
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In January 2024 MDOT reviewed C-SMMPO projects in the 2022 Update to 
Visualize 2045, the region’s current long-range transportation plan, and 
submitted changes as input to the Visualize 2050 conformity analysis. All 
projects stayed the same except that the replacement of the Thomas Johnson 
Bridge over the Patuxent River project was reclassified as a study, so was not 
included in the conformity analysis.  Inputs for the C-SMMPO area included: 1) 
a STUDY (not included in the conformity analysis) to replace the Thomas 
Johnson Bridge over the Patuxent River with a 4-lane structure, 2) a widening 
of MD 4 from the Thomas Johnson Bridge to MD 235, 3) the construction of 
an interchange at MD 4/MD 235, and 4) a widening of MD 4 from the Thomas 
Johnson Bridge to Patuxent Point Parkway. The TPB approved the project 
inputs at the May 2024 meeting.  

 
3. The timeframe for analysis and coordination will be outlined by the schedule 

in the TPB’s Call For Projects document for each cycle. 
 
Solicitation of projects for Visualize 2050 began at the February 2023 TPB and 
TPB Technical Committee meetings. In March 2024, staff briefed the 
Technical Committee and the TPB on the Scope of Work and schedule for the 
air quality conformity analysis. The updated schedule called for project inputs 
to be approved by the TPB in May 2024.  At that time, the TPB requested 
analyses be completed with and without the I-495 Southside Express Lanes, 
with a decision on their inclusion scheduled for October 2025.  TPB approval 
of the completed conformity analysis is set for December 2025. MDOT 
attended meetings where the Scope of Work and schedule were discussed. 
The Scope of Work and schedule were also included in the monthly 
consultation mailout to MDOT and C-SMMPO staff. 

 
4. The TPB’s Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work will provide details regarding 

the steps taken to ensure compliance with the Federal Transportation 
Conformity Rule (40 CFR 51 and 93). For example, the TPB will coordinate with 
Calvert County and the State of Maryland to obtain all necessary analysis 
inputs and latest planning assumptions (e.g., land activity, vehicle registration 
data, etc.).   

 
The TPB’s Scope of Work for the air quality conformity analysis of Visualize 
2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP called for the use of updated inputs and the 
latest planning assumptions. TPB coordinated with various Maryland agencies 
and reviewed C-SMMPO’s latest Long-Range Transportation Plan to get the 
latest planning assumptions for Calvert County. The Council of Governments’ 
(COG) Department of Community Planning and Services obtained land activity 
(household, population, and employment) data for Calvert and St. Mary’s 
Counties from the Maryland Department of Planning. The Maryland 
Department of the Environment provided vehicle registration data, and other 
data, such as fuel and inspection/maintenance information, for use as input 
to the Motor Vehicle Emissions (MOVES4) model.   

  
5. Project level conformity analyses will continue to be performed by the State, 

and assessed through the interagency consultation process, as is currently 
done for all state projects.   
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At this time there is no requirement for project level conformity analyses in 
Calvert County, as the county is not a non-attainment or maintenance area for 
fine particles (PM2.5) or CO pollutants.  

 
6. Calvert County will be involved in all aspects of the TPB’s air quality conformity 

analysis and determination, including its interagency consultation process: 
 

 Calvert County's formal involvement on the TPB will be provided 
through MDOT, as well as through its membership on the Metropolitan 
Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC) and the MWAQC Technical 
Advisory Committee. 
 
MDOT representatives are active members of the TPB and are 
members of the TPB’s subcommittees.  Calvert County is a member of 
the Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC) and is 
represented on the MWAQC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  All 
aspects of the conformity analysis (inputs, analysis, results) were 
presented to the TPB Technical Committee, the TPB, and MWAQC TAC 
at various times throughout the interagency consultation process.   

 
 Informal involvement by Calvert County will be provided through 

participation by representatives of Calvert County in TPB committees 
and processes concerned with regional air quality conformity, including 
receipt of all materials and participation in all meetings, discussions, 
and reviews. 

 
MDOT and representatives of C-SMMPO are included on the mailing 
list for the TPB’s monthly consultation letter, which announces all 
items related to the conformity analysis and provides links to all 
related documents. 

 
7. At the completion of each conformity cycle, the TPB will provide copies of the 

conformity report to C-SMMPO and Calvert County. As relevant, portions of the 
TPB conformity report will be included in the C-SMMPO Plan and TIP 
documentation to demonstrate conformity. 

 
The TPB will provide electronic copies of the final air quality conformity report 
after the Board approves the conformity analysis in December 2025.    
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