




































METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 
FROM: Amanda Lau, Communications Specialist 
SUBJECT:  Legislative Update 
DATE:  July 8, 2026 

This legislative update will provide insights on transportation legislation and other related legislative 
areas impacting transportation planning in the National Capital Region. 

TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION 

Virginia’s two-year, $205 billion budget was passed on June 29, 2026. The Virginia Budget includes 
an amendment that directs the Secretary of Transportation, VDOT, and the DMV to work with their 
counterparts in the District of Columbia and Maryland to study issues related to automated ticket 
reciprocity and options for entering a cross-jurisdictional agreement for enforcement. In addition, 
COG/TPB staff will study the ability of District of Columbia and Maryland drivers to register vehicles in 
Virginia, and options for the mutual enforcement of toll violations. The study recommendations are 
due by November 1, 2026 to the Chairs of the Virginia House Committees on Transportation and 
Appropriations and the Senate Committees on Transportation and Finance and Appropriations. 

As part of a parallel effort, COG/TPB staff are reviewing the administrative processes in each state 
for enforcing automated ticket citations and identifying gaps and barriers that would need to be 
addressed to implement ticket reciprocity once an agreement is made. Staff has started coordinating 
with member jurisdictions to collect data in preparation for an analysis to take place throughout July 
and August, recommendations are expected in September. This effort is funded through a grant 
awarded to COG by the DC Highway Safety Office. 

On July 1, new transportation laws came into effect. In Virginia, the HB2096 Act will take effect. 
Under this act, if a person is convicted for reckless driving, or speeding in excess of 100 mph, a 
judge can order them to install a speed-limiting device in their car called Intelligent Speed Assistance 
as an alternative to having their driver’s license suspended.1 In Maryland, gas taxes have increased 
by 0.6 cents per gallon, bringing it to 46.6 cents per gallon. The adjustment is automatic under state 
law and is tied to inflation.2 

In Virginia, there are several new transportation safety legislations that go into effect on July 1, 
2026. HB 343 allows localities to adopt ordinances to require children 14 years or younger to wear 
helmets whenever riding or being carried on a motorized skateboard or scooter or nonmotorized 
scooter.3 HB 320 prohibits people from livestreaming while driving a car on the highways, penalties 

1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/06/30/new-laws-virginia-maryland-dc-take-effect-july-1/ 
2 https://foxbaltimore.com/news/local/maryland-gas-tax-increases-july-1-as-drivers-say-rising-costs-are-adding-
up 
3 https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/notable-new-state-laws-effective-july-1-2026 
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