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History of the DC Preservation Catalog

▪ Database of assisted housing created by National Low Income Housing 

Coalition 2006-08

▪ Reviewed similar efforts in other jurisdictions and national and local data sources on 

affordable housing

▪ Data to be comprehensive, integrated, locally monitored, and preservation-oriented 

▪ Now maintained by Urban Institute and The Coalition to support the DC 

Preservation Network

▪ Similar national data are now available from the National Housing Preservation 

Database (NHPD), which was created in 2011

▪ 358 DC properties in NHPD vs. 657 in DC Preservation Catalog/Housing Insights
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HUD Data Sources

▪Multifamily Assistance and Section 8 Contracts database 

(updated monthly)

▪ Insured Multifamily Mortgages database (quarterly)

▪Physical Inspection Scores (3-6 mos)

▪ LIHTC database (annual)

▪ 202 Direct Loans (occasional)

▪Picture of Subsidized Households (occasional)
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Local Data Sources

▪DC Housing Production Trust Fund

▪DC Housing Preservation Fund

▪DC Local Rent Supplement Program

▪Additional data on LIHTC awards

▪ Limited Equity Cooperatives

▪Real property data

▪ TOPA filings
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Real 
property data

Address-
based data
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[DC’s] preservation goals should 

help guide the development of 

the criteria to determine which 

affordable housing should be 

prioritized for preservation and 

what methods and tools DC 

should use to carry out the 

preservation strategy.
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Launched in 2017, Housing Insights was a collaborative effort by Urban Institute, The Coalition (formerly 

CNHED), Code for DC, and the DC Department of Housing and Community Development. It was funded 

by the Civic Tech and Data Collaborative, with support from Living Cities, Code for America, and the 

National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership.
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Collaboratives should recognize 

the importance of local 

commitment and capacity to 

implement a project. The [DC] 

mayor’s prioritizing affordable 

housing preservation created an 

opportunity for buy-in around a 

civic tech tool to assist 

decisionmaking. 
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HousingInsights.org
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Resources

A Strategy for Preserving Affordable Rental Housing in the District of Columbia

HousingInsights.org

Housing Insights GitHub code repository

Housing Insights: Bringing Open Data to Affordable Housing Decisionmakers

National Housing Preservation Database

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/maintaining-economic-diversity-and-affordability
https://housinginsights.org/
https://github.com/focusconsulting/housing-insights
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/housing-insights-bringing-open-data-affordable-housing-decisionmakers
https://preservationdatabase.org/
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Thank you!

Contact: Peter Tatian
Urban-Greater DC

 
ptatian@urban.org

 
 202-261-5588
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