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Midcourse Review (MCR)

 (COG Board Resolution R45-2020 directs the Climate,
Energy, and Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC) to T,
report back a mid-point evaluation of the progress towards S i

The Midcourse Review examines the region’s progress towards its 2030
climate and energy goals and plans.

these goals and make recommendations for any new
actions needed.

« The MCR is a technical report evaluating trends of goals and
key performance indicators to support decision making and
next step actions. Many local climate action highlights!

e At its September 2026 meeting, the COG Board received a
presentation on the MCR and endorsed Resolution 33-2026
that accepted the MCR Report, reaffirmed existing regional
climate goals, and encouraged accelerated and expanded
local climate action.
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https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2026/09/09/midcourse-review-climate-and-energy-progress-in-metropolitan-washington-/

Key Takeaways from the COG Board Discussion

Board Member comments and questions focused on a few key areas, including:

There was broad acknowledgement of MCR finding that the region likely won’t reach the
2030 goal without acceleration and expansion of efforts. The low-hanging fruit has been
initiated, but the climb gets steeper, and there is less federal support.

* Importance of communicating public messaging focusing on the dollars and cents, local
examples, and why taking action matters. Include public health.

e Support expanding action via streamlining project timelines for permitting and procurement.

* Interactive climate and energy progress dashboard will provide an opportunity for COG member
jurisdictions to track progress and compare progress to neighboring jurisdictions.

« (COG Board discussion can be reviewed here: https://www.mwcog.org/events/2026/9/9/cog-

board-of-directors/
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Approximately 90 percent of metropolitan Washington GHG emissions come from bullding energy
consumption and transpertation. The remainder of emissions comes waste. land use lagriculture,
forests and trees), and tugitive emissions. Metropolitan Washington community - wide GHG net emissions
decreased by 20 percent belween 2005 and 2023, despite a 23 percent growth in population. Expedited
cross-secloral actions will be needed throughout the region to achieve the goal of 50 percent by 2030,

oty af

Far mare information, see COG's local and reglonal GHG summary lact sheets.
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Fairtas Courty CEEPC's 2020 Regional Climate and Energy Action Plan (2020 CEAP) prioritized Increasing renewables and worked
toward the desired outcome af achieving the deployment of 30000 grid-connecled renswable energy systems.
The region well surpassed this desired sutcome. Distributed renewable energy deployment has grown at a
Feodarick Courey tremendous rate fram less than 500 systems in 2009 to more than 0,000 systems in 2024 aperating with more
than 1 gigawall of capacity. Concerted effort is needed to meet the reglonal goal of 250,000 systems by 2030.
Lisescioisn Conaniy
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The COG Board endorsed a goal ol maintaining a minimum tree canopy coverage of 50 percent across

metropalitan Washinglon to help ensure the reglon meets its climate goals. As of 2021, the region had a 50
parcent tree canopy, however, Lo maintain this goal. the region needs 1o have a “no nel loss of tree canopy. I
recent trends of tree canopy loss have continued, the region may already be under the 50 percent tree canopy

goal.

For more information, see Chesapeake Bay Metwaork's Tree Cover Fack Sheets.
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GHG emission reduction |5 supported by development that prioritizes energy elficiency and renewable energy.
Bulldings with a higher level of environmental performance are verified through programs such as LEED, ENERGY
STAR, EarthCrall, Green Globes, Passive House, Living Fulures Institute ILFIl, and BREEAM. Im 2005. there were
le=s than 100 third-party certified projects. As of the end of 2024, there are more than 7.800 certilied projects.

ity o
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For mere infermation an individual Green Bullding projects, see certification specille websites for LEED,
EMERCY STAR Certilied Buildin B

G5 and Planls, Des):
Hausze, Living Futures Institute, and EREEAM.
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Energy consurmption is the leading contributer to metropolitan Washington's GHG emissions, accounting for %% ol
he tolal emissions as of 2023. Weather and population growth impact energy consumplion trends. Belween 2005
and Z0Z4, electricity consumption Increased 5 percent in the residential sector and 5% percent in the commercial
sector. Althaugh consumplion has increased. use of cleaner energy sources supports GHG emission reductiaon
from electricily consumgption.
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Energy consumption is the leading contributor to metrapaolitan Washington's GHG emissions, accounting lor 4% of
the total emissions as of 2023. Weather and population growih impact engrgy consumption trends. Natural gas
Inereases correlate directly with colder winters resulting in increased consumption. Overall between 2005 and

2024, natural gas consumption decreased 11 percent from the residential sector and 2 percent from the
commercial sector.
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Improwing tuel economy will help reduce GHG emissions from passenger cars and trucks. The reglon experienced
recent signilicant growth in all battery electric vehicle (BEV) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) ownership
from 33,175 in 2020 to 110705 in 2023, The total BEV, PHEV. and hybrid eleciric vehicle (HEV) ownership in 2023 is
335,945 vehicles, which accounts for B.& percent of all light duty vehicles.

For more inlormation on Local and reglonal EV deployment, see COG's Reglonal Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure Implementation Sirategy.

For mare transportation related data. see COG's Transportation Data and Taols.
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Owners of all battery electric vehicles (BEVa) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVS) need to be supported
with a robust network of EV charging stations. particularly in areas with Limited at-home charging, including
multi-tarmily developments, and disadvaniaged communities. Total EV charging ports in metropalitan Washinglon
have increased from 661 in 2013 to more than 6,800 parts in 2025. This aggressive expansion of EV charging ports
neads 1o continue ta suppart the region's GHG emission reductian goals.

For maore infarmation on specific sites, see the EV Charging Station Locator.

For more information on local and reglonal EY deployment, see C0G's Eeglonal Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure implementation Strateqy.

For more transportation related data, see COG's Iransportation Dats and Tools
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Next Steps Discussion ldeas

WHAT SUPPORT DOES YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY NEED TO
ACCELERATE AND EXPAND CLIMATE ACTION? WHAT CAN CEEPC DO
TOGETHER TO SUPPORT ACCELERATED AND EXPANDED ACTION?

* Public messaging - Trainings (i.e., ICLEI), webinars to talk with one another, or develop factsheets
on climate topics for elected officials to use (e.g., why solar, why EVs, why heat pumps, or to make
budget decisions)?

* Cooperative procurement - COG cooperative climate contracts will be re-bid next year. COG staff
welcome ideas on expanding the planning and implementation support scope. Local jurisdictions
can lead cooperative procurements that go beyond COG lead contracts.

* Legislative advocacy - Enhance proactive CEEPC Legislative Committee engagement?

 CEEPC meetings topics - A series on key strategies to facilitate action, share national best
practices to expand efforts, state/utility/PJM policy initiatives, battery storage, or data center
community benefits agreements?
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