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►►In 2006, In 2006, 20% increase20% increase in builders in builders 
dedicated to green building issuesdedicated to green building issues
In 2007, expected to rise by another In 2007, expected to rise by another 30%30%

►►10 % of homes built in 2010 will be green 10 % of homes built in 2010 will be green 
homes homes –– up from just 2% in 2006up from just 2% in 2006

Source: McGraw-Hill Construction, June 2006



Green Building at NAHBGreen Building at NAHB

1998:1998: Green Building Subcommittee Green Building Subcommittee 
formedformed

19991999: NAHB National Green Building : NAHB National Green Building 
ConferenceConference

19991999: National Green Building Awards: National Green Building Awards
2005:2005: NAHB Model Green Home Building NAHB Model Green Home Building 

GuidelinesGuidelines



►►Seven guiding Seven guiding 
principles/criteria to principles/criteria to 
guide builders on guide builders on 
how to construct a how to construct a 
green homegreen home

►►Flexible, allow for Flexible, allow for 
regionally regionally 
appropriate, costappropriate, cost--
effective choiceseffective choices

2005



The Point SystemThe Point System

Three lensesThree lenses
environmental environmental 
impactimpact
building science building science 
and best and best 
practices  practices  
ease of ease of 
ImplementationImplementation





www.nahbgreen.org







Key MessagesKey Messages

►►MarketMarket--driven, voluntary measures work driven, voluntary measures work 
bestbest

►►Affordability and costAffordability and cost--effectiveness are top effectiveness are top 
prioritiespriorities

►►Mandates stifle innovationMandates stifle innovation
►►Flexibility is essential to ensure climateFlexibility is essential to ensure climate-- and and 

marketmarket--appropriate solutionsappropriate solutions







►►The first The first –– and the onlyand the only
►►In concert with ICCIn concert with ICC
►►ANSIANSI--accreditedaccredited
►►Committee includes U.S. EPA, U.S. DOE, Committee includes U.S. EPA, U.S. DOE, 

U.S. Navy, builders, planners, suppliersU.S. Navy, builders, planners, suppliers
►►www.nahbrc.org/gbstandardwww.nahbrc.org/gbstandard

2007



TimelineTimeline

Process began in April of this year  Process began in April of this year  
Draft standard was out for public comment through Draft standard was out for public comment through 
September 24th (September 24th (www.nahbrc.org/gbstandardwww.nahbrc.org/gbstandard). >1200 ). >1200 
comments received comments received 
Committee will meet again in October and December to Committee will meet again in October and December to 
address committee & public comments. address committee & public comments. 
After a second public comment period planned before After a second public comment period planned before 
the end of the year, the document will be certified by the end of the year, the document will be certified by 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).
The Standard will be published in March 2008.The Standard will be published in March 2008.



Standards Committee at Work



UpdateUpdate

►► Thresholds increased significantly for all chapters, Thresholds increased significantly for all chapters, 
Emerald level addedEmerald level added

►Many new mandatory items. Mandatory means 
that it must be implemented to claim compliance 
with the Standard. 

All practices that are consistent with the IRC, IBC, or 
IECC are mandatory and not awarded points.

► Baseline for energy savings has been changed 
from 2003 IECC to 2006 IECC. To qualify for 
bronze, energy efficiency 15% above 2006 IECC. 





Finding the 
Right Shade Of 
Green for your 

Community



Messages for Policy MakersMessages for Policy Makers

•• MarketMarket--Based, Voluntary Guidelines Based, Voluntary Guidelines 
Are More Likely To Meet With SuccessAre More Likely To Meet With Success

•• Legislators should recognize all Legislators should recognize all 
credible green building rating systemscredible green building rating systems

•• Consider impacts housing affordability Consider impacts housing affordability 
and other important socioand other important socio--economic economic 
considerationsconsiderations

•• Incentives!Incentives!



Popular Incentive ProgramsPopular Incentive Programs

• Consumer Rate Reductions
• Fee Credits
• Permit Streamlining and Fast Track 

Opportunities
• Transfer of Development Rights (TDRs)
• Density Bonuses
• Builder Tax Credits and Abatement 

Programs



““If youIf you’’re not building re not building 
green in 10 years, you green in 10 years, you 
wonwon’’t be building.t be building.””

-- Charlie Charlie RumaRuma, 1999 NAHB President, 1999 NAHB President
1st National Green Building Conference1st National Green Building Conference

Denver, March 1999Denver, March 1999

1999



NAHB NAHB Green Building Program Green Building Program 
UpdateUpdate

To subscribe, e-mail greenbuilding@nahb.com



Download the Guidelines at: Download the Guidelines at: 
www.nahb.com/gbgwww.nahb.com/gbg

Follow the ANSI process at:Follow the ANSI process at:
www.nahbrc.org/gbstandardwww.nahbrc.org/gbstandard

Contact Information:Contact Information:

Emily EnglishEmily English
Green Building Program ManagerGreen Building Program Manager
Email: Email: eenglish@nahb.comeenglish@nahb.com
Phone: 202Phone: 202--266266--83668366

More InformationMore Information


