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AGENDA

WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Thursday September 9th (10:00 am to 2:00 pm)

Rooms 4&5 (1st Floor)

I. 10:00 am
Call to Order/Introductions- Uwe Kirste 


Introductions and Agenda Overview

II. 10:10 am
State/EPA Water Quality Standards & Permitting Initiatives – Tanya Spano 
Ms. Spano will provide an overview of the states’ and EPA’s proposed ‘Chesapeake Bay & Major Tributary’ nutrient water quality standards and designated uses; as well as some specific permitting policies and regulations that are being proposed for wastewater treatment plants.  The emphasis will be on impacts to the COG region - especially the Potomac River.

ACTION ITEM:  The WRTC will be asked to provide feedback on some draft comments to be sent to the states and EPA

III. 10:45 am
Tributary Strategies Update for the COG Region – Brian Rustia

Mr. Rustia will present updated information on the Tributary Strategies for Maryland and Virginia and the status of their implementation Plans.  Issues such as MD-DNR’s county level sub-allocations and Virginia DEQ’s proposed PS allocation for the Potomac will highlight the presentation.

IV. 11:00 am
Legislative Happenings and Potomac Concerns– Steve Bieber
Mr. Bieber will provide an update on upcoming GAO investigation and related oversight hearing by the House Government Reform Committee. Steve will present the draft COG fact sheet on WWTP upgrades and nutrient reduction progress in our region and an update on the CBP Blue Ribbon Panel efforts will be presented. Discussion will also involve an update on the Potomac algal bloom.  
V. 11:20 am
Smart Growth Begins at the Local Level – Diana Farina
Ms. Farina will present COG’s multimedia video designed inform and educate elected officials, civic groups, the development community and citizens about the land use and transportation challenges currently facing the region.  

VI. 12:00 pm
Lunch 
VII. 12:45 pm
Workplan & Budget and Lunchtime Fun – Brian Rustia


Mr. Rustia will provide an overview of COG’s Regional Water Resources Budget Progress.
VIII. 1:00 pm
Monitoring Efforts for the Potomac River –
Bruce Michael, MD-DNR 

Mr. Michael will present information on MD DNR’s monitoring for the Potomac and detail how it relates to the Chesapeake Bay Program’s Tributary Strategies, the pending State Designated Use Criteria and TMDLs.  

ACTION ITEM:  WRTC members will be asked to review and brainstorm on any monitoring needs and plans they see as complementary to MD-DNRs efforts.  
IX. 2:00 pm
Adjourn
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