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HUMAN SERVICES POLICY COMMITTEE (HSPC)

MEETING NOTICE


DATE:

Friday, February 18, 2004

TIME:

12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

COG Board Room, 3rd Fl.





777 North Capitol Street, NE





Washington, DC 20002

Lunch will be available at 11:45 am.   The meeting will begin promptly at 12:15 pm
Contact Madison Collins at (202) 962-3775 to confirm your attendance.



AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER, ANNOUNCEMENTS, APPROVAL OF MINUTES,

(October 15, 2004) (Noon -12:05)






Board Member J. Walter Tejada






Arlington County






Chair, COG HSPC Committee
2.
Homeless Services Planning and Coordinating Committee Update
(12:05 – 12:25)





Ms. Fran Becker
Chair, HSPCC
COG’s Homeless Services Planning and Coordinating Committee (HSPCC) experienced a change in leadership. Ms. Fran Becker, Chair of HSPCC, will introduce herself and provide an overview of the HSPCC 2005 work plan and activities. Human Services Policy Committee members will have an opportunity to ask questions of Ms. Becker and provide any direction to Homeless Services Planning and Coordinating Committee.
3.
Work of Heart" Regional Foster Parent Recruitment Imitative

(12:25pm – 12:45)
Human Services Manager will update committee on projects planned per request by the region's Child Welfare Director's Committee.  Committee will also receive progress report on the "Work of Heart" Regional Foster Parent Recruitment Imitative."
Terri Braxton, Manager

COG Foster Care, Adoption 

4.  PREP School to Career Information Management System (SCIMS) Update
     (12:45pm – 1:15)

Dr. Henry Smith

Manage, COG PREP
School-to-Career Information Management System (SCIMS)
COG will serve as a central data-base for each school system to connect its school to careers programs with the private sector and IHEs. SCIMS will host an online shared data-base connecting the schools to business and industry internships, jobs and career training.  In the proposed cooperative regional system, the individual curricula and regulations of each LEA would not be changed or negotiated at this time.
 

The metro Washington (DC) School-to-Career Information Management System (SCIMS) will be an interactive database enabling the local school systems, business and industry, and students to coordinate their school-to-career activities across the region’s jurisdictional lines.  Imagine, for example, a student in the District of Columbia Public Schools being able to check a database to seek internships in Fairfax or Prince George’s Counties. A business in the hospitality industry located in DC can gain greater access to students in the hospitality career academies of Montgomery County. Or a student following a career path in the biomedical field in Maryland can go to one resource center to discover that the community college with the best curriculum for that career is in Virginia.
5.
Update on Regional Health Issues and Recent Changes in Medicaid/Medicare


(1:15pm – 1:45)                                                                        

Because of federal budget deficits, funding for Medicaid and Medicare is under duress.  The proposed 2006 budget may include proposals to limit federal funding for Medicaid, increasing the burden on states and localities to make up the difference. Local health departments in this region will be among the first to experience the impact of any changes to the health insurance program as gatekeepers of Medicaid and Medicare and the primary providers of services for those who qualify. The shift of the cost will be from federal agencies to state and local governments. It is imperative that local leaders recognize the importance of maintaining adequate federal financial support for public health care programs.

Dr. Frederick Corder, MD
Chair, COG Health Officials Committee

6.
“CHIME” Community Help in Music Program

(1:45pm – 2:00)
Dorothy Marschak is the Executive Director and Founder of CHIME, Community Help In Music, an organization whose mission is to mobilize community resources to promote and provide music education for DC public schoolchildren, during and outside of school.  CHIME’s work includes getting public support and funding to provide quality music education in the required curriculum for all DC public schools.  The issue faced by DC Public Schools is mirrored throughout the region as schools, struggling to meet the demands of “No Child Left Behind,” pump money into reading and math to the exclusion of arts programs. Recognizing that music education enhances standardized test scores, CHIME advocates a systematic music curriculum available to all children and challenges policymakers and educators to re-examine the cost/benefits of arts education in our schools regionally.
Dorothy, Marschak, Founder
Executive Director, CHIME
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