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What is a stormwater utility fee/tax?

• A stormwater utility fee/tax is a dedicated funding source for local governments to fund 
existing and planned stormwater management activities and projects 

• Funds are used to support Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit 
activities and requirements

• The fees/taxes fund activities to reduce the impact of stormwater runoff pollution into 
water ways 

• Each locality uses their own unique calculation for the fee/tax

• Typically, the fee/tax is a calculation based on the stormwater runoff impact 
generated by the total area of impervious surface on a property

• For how a fee is determined, local governments use various ways to calculate the 
fee/tax including: rate structures, calculations, and/or flat fees 
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Example Calculations

Stormwater Utility Fee Structure from Arlington County’s Website

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability/Stormwater/Stormwater-Utility-Fee/Stormwater-Utility-Fee-Estimator
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Example Calculations

Stormwater Utility Fee Calculation from the City of Gaithersburg’s Website

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/stormwater-management-program/how-the-fee-is-determined
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COG Tracks Stormwater Utility Fees/Taxes For The 
Region
• Since 2009, COG has provided a summary of local government stormwater 

utility charges 

• Document is updated every 2-3 years

• Previous update was in 2023

• FY26 numbers unless otherwise indicated 

• Based on MS4 annual report information, annual budget documentation and 
individual member responses

• The draft document for distribution was provided to COG members for review 
and comment 
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Why Track Stormwater Utility Charges?

• Why is this important?
• Practicable to have one central document for the region’s taxes/fees

• Limited accurate survey information available nationally 

• Long-term tracking is helpful for internal planning purposes 

• What this document is NOT doing

• Making comparisons or assumptions regarding fees/taxes amongst local governments

• Arguing for increase or decreases in stormwater fees/taxes
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2026 Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Rates 
Document 
• The document provides detailed 

information on fee and tax rates

• Provides details on how 
fees/taxes are calculated within 
each local government 
depending on impervious surface 
area and type of property

• Funds produced by the fee/tax

• Not actively tracking program 
costs

Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Document
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2026* Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Rates for SFR

Notes
1. Frederick County has one cent nominal 
stormwater fee to meet the requirements of 
Maryland law
2. District of Columbia stormwater fee is 
separate from DC Water’s Clean Rivers 
Impervious Area Charge
3. Loudoun County does not have a fee or a 
dedicated tax. The county relies on general fund 
revenues for stormwater
4. Prince George’s County has two fees; Ad 
Valorem and the Clean Water Act Fee, COG 
municipalities within PGC pay a few through the 
county
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COG Region Average Annual Cost for SFR

$106* $121 $133 $172

2019                                  2021                                2023                 2026       

1. Rising program costs are driving increases in stormwater fees/taxes 
2. Stormwater fees/taxes are a sustainable revenue source to fund stormwater activities
3. *2019 does not include every COG jurisdiction due to limited data
4. Average amount is for COG tracking purposes only – not reflective of averages within a jurisdiction 
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Stormwater Utility Funds – Annual Revenue as of 
2026 Update

Year DC (DOEE) Maryland Virginia

2026 $13M* $152M $156M* 
Additional 3 jurisdictions will 
be added

2023 $13M* $136M $144M

2021 $13M* $123M $119M*
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Stormwater Utility Funds National View – A few 
examples
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Contact Information

Katie Dyer
Environmental Planner
kdyer@mwcog.org

Sushanth Gupta
Environmental Planner
sgupta@mwcog.org 
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