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What is a stormwater utility fee/tax?

* A stormwater utility fee/tax is a dedicated funding source for local governments to fund
existing and planned stormwater management activities and projects

* Funds are used to support Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit
activities and requirements

* The fees/taxes fund activities to reduce the impact of stormwater runoff pollution into
water ways

 Each locality uses their own unique calculation for the fee/tax

* Typically, the fee/tax is a calculation based on the stormwater runoff impact
generated by the total area of impervious surface on a property

* For how a fee is determined, local governments use various ways to calculate the
fee/tax including: rate structures, calculations, and/or flat fees
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Example Calculations

Stormwater Utility Fee Structure for Each Property Type

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) = 2,400 sq. Impervious Area (IA)

Multi-Family Non-Residential

Single-Family Single-Family
Attached Detached

e II mpm IE ||
(Townhomes and ) Tni.eﬁrE}st 1000 Flat fee of Charged based
Duplexes)  Tier 2 (>1600 - 0.18 ERU per ~ onthe
< 3600 SF): 1 ERU dwelling unit impervious area
Each property * Tier 3 (> 3600 - of each property,
charged 0.6 ERU < 4800 SF): 1.7 ERU per ERU
* Cap (> 4800 SF):
Per ERU, like

Non-residential

Stormwater Utility Fee Structure from Arlington County’s Website
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https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability/Stormwater/Stormwater-Utility-Fee/Stormwater-Utility-Fee-Estimator

Example Calculations

™ C[TY OF
M GAITHERSBURG

Determine Impervious Area

Using Aerial photos and mapping analysis tools. Using “as built” drawings, final approved site plans,
field surveys, and other engineering tools.

Calculate the Stormwater Fee Billing Units
CALCULATION INPUTS
Impervious Area for a given property (SQ FT)

Services Government Recreation

Stormwater Fee Billing Units —

Impervious Billing Unit (500 SQ FT) Impervious Area on Property 2200 st
Calculation is rounded to the nearest whole number. SWPF Billable Unit (BU) 00 =f
Total Billable Units (BU)
‘ (BU = Impervious Area/500 sf) 4.4 BU
[2.200 s1%00 st = 4.4 BU)
Determine the Stormwater Fee Rounded Billable Units* 48U
Fee per Billable Unit N
For example purposes onlyl $22.44
StormwaterFee =  Stormwater Fae Billing Units X Stormwater Fee Rata (For example purposes only)
Stormwater Fee Rate s established by the Mayor and City Council. B e S89.76

[Total Fee = 4 BU = 522.44)

*Mote: The billable unit calculation is rounded to the nearest whole number

Stormwater Utility Fee Calculation from the City of Gaithersburg’s Website
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https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/stormwater-management-program/how-the-fee-is-determined

COG Tracks Stormwater Utility Fees/Taxes For The
Region

e Since 2009, COG has provided a summary of local government stormwater
utility charges

 Document is updated every 2-3 years
* Previous update was in 2023

e FY26 numbers unless otherwise indicated

 Based on MS4 annual report information, annual budget documentation and
individual member responses

 The draft document for distribution was provided to COG members for review
and comment
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Why Track Stormwater Utility Charges?

 Whyis this important?
* Practicable to have one central document for the region’s taxes/fees
* Limited accurate survey information available nationally
* Long-term tracking is helpful for internal planning purposes
« What this document is NOT doing
 Making comparisons or assumptions regarding fees/taxes amongst local governments

* Arguing for increase or decreases in stormwater fees/taxes
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2026 Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Rates

Document

The document provides detailed
information on fee and tax rates

* Provides details on how
fees/taxes are calculated within
each local government
depending on impervious surface
area and type of property

 Funds produced by the fee/tax

* Not actively tracking program
costs
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Annual Amount Avg. s::?" Crediting
Juri ion TFz:!xél II a": re Funds Produced by I_:‘mg]am nt;
SingleFamily | MultiFamily Commercial Pays (B ““Ye“""“e
Annually b
Virginia
1 ERU - Based on
Typical Single- | oo ol impervious area
City of Family Home Condo O Property | 340 30/
Alexandria 0.42 ERU - divided by ERU $19.58M Y
1.67 ERU - i 2,062sqftto
) Townhouse
N Large Single- calculate the
1 ERU=2,062 Family Home ERUS
sq e
Avg_ Single
Jurisdiction Tax/ Annual Amount T RIS Crediting Program
Residence | Produced by ng
Fee for HmewneBYjN
Single Family | Multi-Family Commercial Annual Tee/tax®
Amouni2
Maryland
Charles County®
Flat rate Fee $162 $162 $162 $162 $8.66M Y
FY 26
Frederick County? Fee -
FY25 Nomlnal‘
primary
funding
e $.01 $.01 $.01 $.01 $590.77 N
General
Fund
Revenue

Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Document




2026* Stormwater Utility Fee and Tax Rates for SFR

Alexandria, VA Notes
Arlington County, VA (CY25) 1 1. Frederick County has one cent nominal
City of Fairfax, VA E— stormwater fee to meet the requirements of
Fairfax County, \// | Maryland law
Falls Church, VA | — 2. District of Columbia stormwater fee is
Manassas Park, VA | separate from DC Water’s Clean Rivers
Manassas, VA (FY25) s — Impervious Area Charge
Prince William County, VA (FY25) m— 3. Loudoun County does not have a fee or a
Charles County, MD dedicated tax. The county relies on general fund
City of Frederick, MD revenues for stormwater
Gaithersburg, MD 4. Prince George’s County has two fees; Ad

Valorem and the Clean Water Act Fee, COG

Montgomery County, MD
municipalities within PGC pay a few through the

Prince George's County, MD (Ad Valorem Tax)

Prince George's County, MD (Water Quality) county
Rockville, MD
Takoma Park, MD
District of Columbia (Clean Rivers Impervious Area Charge)
District of Columbia
$0 $50 $100 $150 $200 $250 $300 $350 $400

Annual Average
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COG Region Average Annual Cost for SFR

2019 2021 2023 2026

Rising program costs are driving increases in stormwater fees/taxes

Stormwater fees/taxes are a sustainable revenue source to fund stormwater activities

*2019 does not include every COG jurisdiction due to limited data

Average amount is for COG tracking purposes only — not reflective of averages within a jurisdiction
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Stormwater Utility Funds - Annual Revenue as of
2026 Update

— L

2026 $13M* $152M $156M*
Additional 3 jurisdictions will
be added

2023 $13M* $136M $144M

2021 $13M* $123M $119M*
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Stormwater Utility Funds National View - A few
examples
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Contact Information

Katie Dyer
Environmental Planner
kdyer@mwcog.org

Sushanth Gupta
Environmental Planner
sgupta@mwcog.org
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