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Midcourse Review (MCR) Approach

• The objectives of the Midcourse Review are to assess the status of regional climate 

goals, key performance indicators, and implementation levels of key actions to 

provide direction-setting for regional action. 

• The results of the Midcourse Review show if regional trends are headed in the right 

direction and identify where CEEPC may need to course-correct to stay on track 

toward regional 2030 goals.

• The Midcourse Review is a technical report evaluating past to current trends of 

goals and key performance indicators to support CEEPC decision making and next 

step actions.

• May 2026 - CEEPC will be asked to endorse the MCR Report to take to the COG 

Board and will be asked for input on policy implications and next steps to discuss 

with the Board. 

• The publishing of the MCR Report will be announced at the July COG Board meeting. 
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COG Board Goals and Priorities

For the Midcourse Review, progress is being reviewed for the COG Board goals and 

priorities related to climate and energy. 

The COG Board adopted greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction goals to reduce GHG 

emissions 20 percent below 2005 levels by 2020 and 50 percent below by 2030. 

• The COG Board also endorsed additional goals and priorities to guide the climate work 

of the region and its members:  

o In 2022, the COG Board identified electric vehicle (EV) deployment as a regional 

priority. 

o In 2023, the COG Board endorsed a goal of 250,000 solar rooftops in the region 

by 2030. 

o In 2024, the COG Board endorsed a goal of maintaining a minimum tree canopy 

coverage of 50 percent across the metropolitan Washington region. 
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MCR Performance Indicators 

Sector Performance Indicator 

Greenhouse Gases 

(GHG)

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Contribution Analysis (drivers of GHG change)

Clean Electricity (CE) Carbon Intensity of the Grid 

Grid Connected Renewables 

Zero Energy Buildings 

(ZEB)

Building Energy Consumption 

Green Buildings

Zero Emissions Vehicles 

(ZEV)

Electric Vehicle (EV) Ownership 

EV Charging Stations and Ports  

Mode Shift and Travel 

Behavior (MSTB)

Vehicle Miles Travelled 

Transit Ridership 

Zero Waste (ZW) Waste Diversion Rate 

Sequestration (SQ) Tree Canopy Coverage 
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MCR Report Layout 
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Regional GHG Emission Reduction Results

Metropolitan Washington NET greenhouse gas emissions decreased by 20% from 2005 - 2023. 
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Contribution Analysis 

• From 2005 to 2023, increased 

commercial electricity energy use 

intensity (EUI) is the #3 main driver of 

GHG change.  

• From 2020 to 2023, increased 

commercial electricity EUI is the #1 main 

driver of GHG change. Data centers 

increased from 30-54 million sq ft. 

• That is followed by expected pandemic 

related bounce-backs including 

increased VMT per person and air 

passenger travel. The impacts have been 

projected to remain a one-time dip in 

emissions of 4-5% globally. 

Drivers of GHG emissions change from 2005 to 2023 
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GHG Inventories 

GHG inventories have been finalized for 

all 24 COG member jurisdictions, 

northern Virginia, and the COG region! 

Final GHG Documents:

• GHG Fact Sheets

• GHG Data Summary Excel File 

• Contribution Analysis Excel File 

• GHG Methodology Report 

• GHG Video 

https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2022/12/27/community-wide-greenhouse-gas-emissions-inventory-summaries-featured-publications-greenhouse-gas/?DocumentId=12379%2C12379&pg=3
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2022/12/27/community-wide-greenhouse-gas-emissions-inventory-summaries-featured-publications-greenhouse-gas/?DocumentId=12379%2C12379&pg=3
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2026/03/09/greenhouse-gas-emissions-inventories-methodology-guide-climate--energy-greenhouse-gas/
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2026/03/09/greenhouse-gas-emissions-inventories-methodology-guide-climate--energy-greenhouse-gas/
https://www.mwcog.org/environment/planning-areas/climate-and-energy/greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.mwcog.org/environment/planning-areas/climate-and-energy/greenhouse-gas-inventories/
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Regional Electric Grid 
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Electricity Trends 
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Natural Gas Trends 
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Grid-Connected Renewable Energy Systems 
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Green Building Trends – Regional Summary 
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ZEV – Regional Total EV Ownership Trends 

Source: State VIN data, assessed by 

COG/Transportation Planning Board (TPB) staff
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ZEV – Regional Trends in EV Charging

Source: Alternative Fuel Data Center

https://afdc.energy.gov/data_download?download%5bdata%5d%5bapi%5d=alt_fuel_stations&download%5bdata%5d%5btimeframe%5d=historical
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2014-2021 Change in Tree Canopy Percent 

The COG region experienced 

a net loss of 28,377 acres of 

tree canopy between 2014 

and 2021

If the region continued to 

experience the same rate of 

tree canopy loss in 2022, 

that would already have put 

the region under the 50 

percent tree canopy goal.

Source: Chesapeake Tree Canopy Network 

https://chesapeaketrees.net/understand-your-canopy/
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Conclusions 

Challenges: 

- Continued exponential 

improvement in all positives 

- High energy intensive industries, 

such as data centers

- Zero energy buildings

- COVID impacts on VMT and transit

- COVID impacts and industry shifts 

in waste diversion 

- Tree canopy loss

Positives: 

- 20% reduction in net GHG 

emissions since 2005

- Cleaner grid

- Solar development

- Green buildings 

- Cleaner cars

- EV charging 
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