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Agenda
 Background 
 Process for Developing the 

Guide
 Overview of the Draft Guide
 Next Steps 
 Questions



To develop a 

comprehensive guide 

to street design in 

Montgomery County, 

with an emphasis on 

Complete Streets.

Purpose



Early Background
 Since the 1990s Maryland has had a history of Smart Growth 

principles, and over time this has continued to be refined.
 The 2008 Context Sensitive Road Design Standards established 

many of the road design principles also adopted under Complete 
Streets, but despite being intended to be flexible: they quickly 
became interpreted as rigid standards.

 The 2008 Standards also lacked design guidance for bikeway 
infrastructure, which was rapidly becoming more prevalent 
throughout the County. The 2018 Bicycle Master Plan further 
reinforced the need for new guidance.

 The County is increasingly built-out and starting to shift toward 
growing upward.



The guide is a

critical component 

of implementing the 

County’s Vision Zero 

goal of eliminating 

traffic deaths

by 2030



Hit by a vehicle 
traveling at

23 

MPH
10% risk of death

Hit by a vehicle 
traveling at

42 

MPH
50% risk of death

Hit by a vehicle 
traveling at

58 

MPH
90% risk of death

Source: FHWA. Adapted from USDOT Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

SIGNIFICANCE OF SPEED TO PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES





Context
 Supplements the Countywide Functional Master Plans, Area Master 

Plans, and County Design Standards
 Guides design of capital improvement and development projects
 Primary emphasis is on county streets, though intended as 

advisory for state-owned roadways
 Some changes to Design Standards and County Code arerequired 

for consistency with this guidance
 Who uses this guide? County staff, developers/design consultants, 

the public



Process
 Background Research / Precedents
 Annotated Outline
 Guiding Principles
 Technical Work Sessions on Key Topics:
 Street Types
 Design Speed
 Corner Radius, Lane Encroachment, Design Vehicle
 Lane Widths, EMS Access

 Draft Guidelines
 Public/Planning Board Review/Approval
 County Council Review/Approval of Code Changes
 Final Guidelines



1 Vision
2 Street Types
3 Active Zone
4 Street Zone
5 Bikeways 
6 Intersections
7 Green Streets 
8 Speed Management
9 Implementation



Chapter 1
Vision

Streets are vital to the quality of life for Montgomery County’s 
residents, workers, businesses, and visitors. Montgomery 

County’s Complete Streets Design Guide aims to create great 
places that are supported by safe and efficient transportation 

systems, which are equitably shared among diverse 
communities. The efficiency of these transportation systems will 

be enhanced by new guidance for designing new streets and 
reconstructing or retrofitting existing streets following the 

principles of Safety, Sustainability and Vitality. 



Chapter 2
Street Types

Each new street type prioritizes users and various design elements based 
on the context and character of the street.
 Based on roadway function and built environment
 Changes along segments of a roadway
 Focus is on new roads and reconstruction 



Transportation/Land Use Context for Complete Streets



Montgomery County Street Types

 Downtown Boulevard
 Downtown Street
 Town Center Boulevard
 Town Center Street
 Boulevard
 Area Connector

 Neighborhood Connector
 Neighborhood Street
 Neighborhood Yield Street
 Industrial Street
 Country Connector
 Country Road
 Controlled Major Highway









 Alleys
 Curbless Streets
 Shared Streets
 Rustic Roads / 
    Exceptional Rustic Roads

Special Streets



Street Zones



Chapter 3
Active Zone



Chapter 4
Street Zone



Lane Widths



Prioritization



Design Guidance
 Trails
 One & Two-Way Separated Bikeways
 Striped Bikeways
 Bikeable Shoulders
 Shared Roads
 Breezeway Network

Other Considerations
 Shy Zones
 Bicycle Ramps
 Bus Boarding Islands / Floating Facilities
 Green Paint
 Interaction with parking, ADA spaces, and 

Pickup / Drop-offs

Chapter 5
Bikeways



Chapter 6
Intersections

 Access Management
 Geometric Design Guidance
 Design Vehicles vs Control Vehicles 
 Encroachment 
 Mitigating Conflicts
 Intersection Features
 Roundabouts and Mini Roundabouts
 Curb Ramps
 Bikeways at Intersections 
 Transit at Intersections 
 Pedestrian Design Elements 
 Channelized Right Turn Lanes 



Chapter 6
Intersections



Protected Crossings and Signals



Chapter 7
Green Streets

Urban Forestry
 Tree/Plant Selection
 Tree Spacing and Clearances
 Street Trees and Landscaping
 Soil Panels and Structural Soil 
 Tree and Landscape Maintenance

Stormwater Management
 Opportunities and Constraints 
 Incorporating BMPs into Street Design 
 Maintenance 



Chapter 8
Speed Management
 Design Speed, Target Speed, and 

Posted Speed 
 Strategies for Achieving Target 

Speed 
 Retrofitting Arterials for Lower 

Speed



Target Speeds



Speed Management



Retrofitting Arterials 
for Lower Speeds

Existing Proposed



Existing

Proposed

Retrofitting Arterials 
for Lower Speeds



Retrofitting Arterials 
for Lower Speeds

Existing

Proposed



Chapter 9
Implementation

 Agency Responsibilities on Streets
 Project Development Process 
 Permits and Approvals 
 Design Exceptions 







Using the Guide

mcatlas.org/mpoht/ mcatlas.org/bikeplan/



Using the Guide

mcatlas.org/mpoht/ mcatlas.org/bikeplan/



Using the Guide



Using the Guide



Next Steps

 Creation of Version 1.3 – this is a living document
 Add Growth Corridors

 Add Curbless & Shared Streets

 Internal Private Streets

 Access Management

 Accessible Design

 Floating Facility Design

 Curbside Management Guide - Ongoing
 Green Streets – Beginning Summer 2026



Lessons Learned

 Don’t need to get it perfect
 Political support & public buy-in
 Interagency support
 Long-term costs & benefits
 Private development 

implementation
 Communications & website 

upkeep



Questions?

Sofia Aldrich
Montgomery Planning
(301) 495-4528
Sofia.Aldrich@MontgomeryPlanning.org

Dan Sheridan
MCDOT
(240) 777-7283
Daniel.Sheridan@montgomerycountymd.gov 

Andrew Bossi
MCDOT
(240) 777-7200
Andrew.Bossi@montgomerycountymd.gov

Complete Streets Design Guide:
montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/complete-streets/

Curbless & Shared Streets Design Guide:
montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/shared-streets-design-guide/

mailto:Sofia.Aldrich@MontgomeryPlanning.org
mailto:Daniel.Sheridan@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Andrew.Bossi@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/complete-streets/
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/transportation/complete-streets/
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