
  
ITEM 7 – Action 
June 20, 2024 

 
Visualize 2050: The I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes Project will be 

reconsidered for inclusion in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of 
Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP 

 
 
Action: Adopt Resolution R13-2024 to approve the I-95/I-495 

Southside Express Lanes Project for inclusion in the Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the 
FY 2026-2029 TIP. 

 
Background: At the May TPB meeting, the Board approved the 

project inputs for the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of 
Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP, electing to 
remove the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes 
Project from R12-2024 to allow more time to consider 
this project’s inclusion in the analysis. At this meeting, 
the Board will act on R13-2024 to approve the 
inclusion of the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes in 
the analysis. 

 
 
  



TPB R13-2024 
June 20, 2024 

 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E.  
Washington, D.C.  20002  

  
RESOLUTION ON INCLUSION OF THE I-95/I-495 SOUTHSIDE EXPRESS LANES PROJECT IN 

THE MAY 15, 2024 APPROVED PROJECT SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY ANALYSIS OF THE  

VISUALIZE 2050 NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND THE  
FY 2026-2029 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

  
WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), as the federally 
designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington region, has the 
responsibility under the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, 
reauthorized November 15, 2021 when the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) was 
signed into law, for developing and carrying out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive 
transportation planning process for the metropolitan area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the federal metropolitan planning regulations (23 CFR.450) assign TPB the 
responsibility to cooperatively develop the metropolitan transportation plan (MTP) and 
transportation improvement program (TIP) specified in Sections 450.324 and 450.326; and  
 
WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to 
state, local and regional agencies for transportation improvements within the metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. planning area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Statewide and Metropolitan Transportation Planning rule as published in the 
May 27, 2016, Federal Register by the FTA and FHWA requires that the MTP and the TIP be 
reviewed and updated at least every four years; and 
 
WHEREAS, federal conformity regulations, originally published by the Environmental 
Protection Agency in the November 24, 1993, Federal Register and with latest amendments 
published in April 2012, based on the federal Clean Air Act (CAA Section 176(c)), require that 
the metropolitan transportation plan, program and projects in metropolitan areas not in 
attainment of national ambient air quality standards, demonstrate conformity to the area’s 
state implementation plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, federal conformity regulations require that the conformity analysis of the plan, 
program and projects be reviewed and updated at least every four years; and  
 
WHEREAS, on June 15, 2022, the TPB adopted resolution R16-2022 determining that the 
2022 Update to Visualize 2045 Plan and FY 2023-2026 TIP conform with the requirements 
of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, resolution R15-2022 approving the 2022 Update 
to Visualize 2045 Plan and approving the FY 2023-2026 TIP, and  
 



WHEREAS, the 2022 Update to Visualize 2045 Plan and FY 2023-2026 TIP were approved by 
the FTA and FHWA on August 25, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, TPB’s resolution R19-2021 called for updating Visualize 2045 using a “zero-based 
budgeting” approach to update projects in the MTP that would have the TPB member agencies 
re-examine all of the projects in Visualize 2045 and resubmit an updated mix of projects in 
order to better achieve the region’s goals, while providing for projects under construction or 
funded to be exempt from the above requirement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TPB issued the Visualize 2050 and FY 2026-2029 Technical Inputs Solicitation 
Submission Guide on February 15, 2023, asking the TPB member agencies to review the 
Visualize 2045 re-submit projects, and on April 19, 2023, approved an updated schedule 
providing additional time for projects input and moving final plan approval to June 2025; and  
 
WHEREAS, following the direction from TPB’s resolution R19-2021, as part of the Visualize 
2050 Technical Inputs Solicitation, TPB and agency staffs conducted a process to re-examine 
the current Visualize 2045 capacity-related project list, where such improvements are 
significant for consideration in the air quality conformity analysis, and resubmit an updated 
mix of projects supported by updated revenue and expenditure estimates for new capital 
projects through 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, TPB staff launched an open period for public input on projects that would be 
submitted for Visualize 2050 between February 15 through November 30, 2023, sharing the 
feedback monthly with the TPB and TPB Technical Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, in March 2023, TPB staff hosted three virtual facilitated listening sessions, for the 
staff of its member agencies during which the Transportation agencies presented their 
processes for re-examining the projects in the current transportation plan and developing new 
projects proposed for inclusion while also hearing from the TPB members about the types of 
projects the TPB would like to see proposed to be included in Visualize 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 1, 2024, the scope of work for the air quality conformity analysis of the 
Visualize 2050 National Capital Region Transportation Plan and the FY 2026-2029 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which includes projects submitted for air quality 
conformity analysis were released for a 30-day public comment period and inter-agency 
review; and 
 
WHEREAS, the submitted inputs for the update to the Visualize 2050 Plan and the FY 2026-
2029 TIP and the Air Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of Work have been reviewed by the 
Technical Committee at its meetings on October 6, November 3, 2023, February 2, March 1, 
April 5, and May 3, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TPB was briefed on the submissions for the Visualize 2050 Plan and the FY 
2026-2029 TIP at its November 15, December 20, 2023, March 21, and April 17, 2024 
meetings and a board work session was conducted on March 21, 2024 to provide a facilitated 
review of those inputs; and 
 



WHEREAS, the project submissions for the Visualize 2050 Plan and the FY 2026-2029 TIP 
have been developed to meet the financial constraint requirements in the Metropolitan 
Planning Rules and show the consistency of the proposed projects with already available and 
projected sources of transportation revenues; and 
 
WHEREAS, prior to the May 15, 2024 TPB meeting, members of the Board had expressed 
concerns regarding the preservation of space on the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge 
(WWMB) for future rail transit and had sought clarification on how the I-95/I-496 Southside 
Express Lanes (SSEL) project would be developed and executed especially though a public 
private partnership; and 
 
WHEREAS, the TPB’s 2022 Update to Visualize 2045 plan endorsed the regional pursuit to 
expand the express highway network as an effective strategy to incentivize carpools and 
vanpools and expedite transit service, while using dynamic tolling to manage congestion; and,  
 
WHEREAS, per the September 14, 1998 fact sheet from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Attachment 1, compliance with the Record of Decision entails no more than 
12 traffic lanes, including 8 general purpose lanes, 2 merging/diverging lanes, and 2 high 
occupancy vehicle, express bus, or rail transit lanes; and  
 
WHEREAS, since March 2022, the Virginia Department of Transportation has been 
undergoing a study in coordination with the State of Maryland and other partners on the SSEL 
project compliant with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process to potentially 
extend the express lanes system by approximately 11 miles from the Springfield Interchange 
(I-95/I-395/I-495) in Fairfax County, Virginia, across the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge, to 
the MD 210 interchange in Prince George’s County, Maryland; and 
 
WHEREAS, in April 2023, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation published 
its final report on the I-495 Southside Transit/TDM Study outlining recommendations for 
expansion of regional transit services within and beyond the SSEL project corridor including 
connections to existing metro rail stations in Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Virginia; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, VDOT has provided a letter, Attachment 2, stating VDOT is fully supportive of future 
rail transit over the WWMB and as such is continuing to pursue rail preservation by advancing 
alternatives that can be pursued in the near term while including flexibility for the long term, 
the concepts under NEPA review incorporate rail preservation either through retaining 
existing, unoccupied space or by incorporating a commitment to convert necessary space to 
rail transit in the future and that terms within any future contract or concessionaire agreement 
would similarly incorporate a requirement for conversion to rail transit in the future; and 
 
WHEREAS, VDOT further notes in its letter, Attachment 2, regarding transit investments, that 
should the project proceed to procurement through a concessionaire agreement it intends to 
continue the practice of the Commonwealth to incorporate on-going transit payments from 
express lane projects in Northern Virginia to enhance multimodal options in the respective 
corridor.  
 



WHEREAS, on May 15, 2024, the TPB approved Resolution R12-2024,which included the Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of Work, amended project submissions of the TPB member 
agencies for inclusion in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis for the proposed FY 2026-2029 
TIP and Visualize 2050 Plan, and the draft Round 10.0 Cooperative Forecasts of employment, 
population and households developed by COG’s Planning Director’s Technical Advisory 
Committee for use in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis; and 
 
WHEREAS, during discussion on Resolution R12-2024, the Board noted the need for 
additional time to address concerns with and get additional information on the Virginia 
I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes project (Line 373) and decided to remove that project 
from this approval, and the Board agreed to reconsider this project for inclusion in the Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP at the June 20, 2024 
TPB meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, as noted in Resolution R12-2024, VDOT agrees to incorporate a requirement for 
conversion to rail transit across the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge in the future consistent 
with the preferred alternative approved through the NEPA process into any future 
concessionaire agreement and further agrees to explore with a future concessionaire, the 
ability to incorporate on-going transit payments to invest in multimodal enhancements in the 
project corridor; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the National Capital Region Transportation 
Planning Board amends the projects to be included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis for 
the proposed Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP by adding Virginia’s construction of 
the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes project as shown in Attachment 3. 

 



TEA-21 - Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
Moving Americans into the 21st Century

Fact Sheet
TEA-21 Home | DOT Home | Fact Sheet Index

WOODROW WILSON MEMORIAL BRIDGE
Year 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Authorization ($30M)* $25M $75M $150M $200M $225M $225M

*Funded from FHWA’s administrative takedown.

Program Purpose

Design and construction of a new bridge where Interstate 95 crosses the Potomac River, along with related approaches and interchanges, as well as any
needed interim repairs to the existing Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge (together, the "Project").

Background

On September 26, 1996, the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Coordinating Committee identified its preferred alternative for improvement to the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge.

The preferred alternative for the Project has now been selected: two side-by-side, 70-foot-high drawbridges along the current alignment, plus associated
improvements at 4 interchanges in Maryland and Virginia.

On November 25, 1997, a record of decision (ROD) was executed in compliance with the 1969 NEPA.

Funding Features [1116(c)]

A total of $900 million in HTF contract authority is authorized, to remain available until expended.

None of the funds shall be available for construction before the execution of an agreement concerning transferring ownership of the Bridge. Until such time,
only maintenance and rehabilitation of the Bridge, the design of the Project, and right-of-way acquisition (including early acquisition of construction staging
areas) can be funded.

Costs associated with the new bridge shall be given priority for funding over other eligible Project costs, other than design costs.

Federal Share [1116(c)]

The Federal share of the Bridge component of the Project shall not exceed 100 percent.

The Federal share of the cost of any other component of the Project shall not exceed 80 percent.

Ownership Agreement [1116(b)]

TEA-21 requires that an agreement be entered into between the Secretary and the Authority (or another designated political jurisdiction) that accepts
ownership of the new bridge.

In compliance with the ROD, the agreement must require that —

the Project is to include no more than 12 traffic lanes, including 8 general purpose lanes, 2 merging/diverging lanes, and 2 high occupancy vehicle,
express bus, or rail transit lanes.

all provisions described in the environmental impact statement for the Project or a ROD for mitigation of environmental and other impacts of the Project
are to be implemented.

The agreement must also contain a financial plan satisfactory to the Secretary that specifies —

the total cost of the Project

a schedule for Project implementation

the sources of funding for the non-Federal share of Project costs

September 14, 1998

TEA-21 Home | DOT Home | Fact Sheet Index
United States Department of Transportation

TPB R13-2024 Attachment 1

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/index.htm
http://www.dot.gov/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/factsheets/index.htm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/index.htm
http://www.dot.gov/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/factsheets/index.htm
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TPB R13-2024 ATTACHMENT 3
VISUALIZE 2050 AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY NETWORK INPUTS

(highway)

 DRAFT 6/20/2024

PIT Project 
ID

Con ID Project ID
Agency 

ID
Improvement Facility From To Fr To

Lanes  
From

Lanes To Completion Date

373  CE3814
24840 
28929

Construct
I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes 
(SEL)

East of Springfield Interchange
East of MD 210

1 1 varies
+2 express
in each 
direction

2031

374 CE3814 24840 
28929

Construct I 95/I 495 Express Lanes access ramps Van Dorn St., US 1, I-295, and MD 210 1 1 2031

Visualize 2050 Conformity Input Tables VDOT SSEL Only 6.04.2024.xlsx NOTE: Shaded areas represent changes from the 2022 Update to Visualize 2045. 



 
 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Transportation Planning Board 
FROM:  Cristina Finch, Transportation Planner 
SUBJECT:  Visualize 2050: The I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes Project will be reconsidered for 

inclusion in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 
TIP 

DATE:  June 13, 2024 
 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information to support the TPB’s consideration of 
including the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes (SSEL) project in the scope of work and technical 
inputs for the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The SSEL project would be modeled in the Air Quality 
Conformity Analysis to include two (2) express lanes in each direction from east of the Springfield 
Interchange to east of MD 210 including express lane access ramps at Van Dorn Street, US-1, I-295, 
and MD 210, allowing vehicles with 3 or more people to ride for free or toll vehicles with one or two 
passengers.   
 

BACKGROUND 
The TPB is currently engaged in updating its long-range transportation plan, Visualize 2045. The 
updated plan, Visualize 2050, would not only extend the horizon year of the plan, but it would also 
reflect a completed re-examination of the region’s current planned transportation investments, using 
a process referred to as “zero-based budgeting”. After undergoing the TPB’s zero-based budgeting 
exercise, VDOT proposed the SSEL project’s inclusion in Visualize 2050 for construction. The project 
was included in the larger list of projects the TPB released for public comments in March 2024. The 
TPB reviewed the comments received and responses from the transportation agencies at its April 17, 
2024 meeting. 
 
On May 15, 2024, the TPB adopted Resolution R12-2024, approving the Scope of Work for the Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis, including the list of transit and highway capacity-related projects 
proposed by the member agencies, authorizing staff to commence with the analysis for Visualize 
2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP. In its action adopting the resolution, the TPB removed the I-95/I-
495 SSEL project from the AQC inputs table pending further discussion. The TPB noted that it will 
consider including the I-95/I-495 SSEL project in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis at its June 20 

meeting.  
 
Since the TPB’s adoption of Visualize 2045 in October 2018 and subsequently in its June 2022 
update, the expansion of the express lanes network in the National Capital Region has been 
promoted as an aspirational initiative. As part of the TPB’s Synthesized Policy Framework guiding the 
development of Visualize 2050, the expansion of the express highway network, with rapid transit, 
and allowing carpools/vanpools to ride free, has continued as a priority strategy to achieve the TPB’s 
goals including reliability, affordable and convenient, efficient system operations, environmental 
protection and livable and prosperous communities.   



   2 

The I-95/I-495 SSEL project was included as a study in current plan, Visualize 2045, and was not 
part of the Air Quality Conformity Analysis, and over the past few years, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) has continued development of this project. Since March 2022, VDOT has 
been undergoing a study in coordination with the State of Maryland and other partners on the SSEL 
project compliant with the NEPA process to potentially extend the express lanes system by 
approximately 11 miles from the Springfield Interchange (I-95/I-395/I-495) in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, across the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge, to the MD 210 interchange in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland.   
 
Additionally, in April 2023, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation published its 
final report on the I-495 Southside Transit/TDM Study outlining recommendations for expansion of 
regional transit services within and beyond the SSEL project corridor including connections to 
existing metro rail stations in Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Virginia.   
 
In 1997, the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation was completed, and the Record of Decision (the ROD) signed on 
November 24, 1997 (see PDF page 127). The ROD set the maximum number of lanes on the bridge 
to 12 specifying how the lanes could be used and provided a typical section of the Preferred 
Alternative 4A’s space configuration. A simple Fact Sheet on FHWA’s website summarizes the ROD 
noting the requirement to include no more than 8 general purpose lanes, 2 merging/diverging lanes, 
and 2 HOV, express bus, or rail transit lanes, leaving flexibility in how transit could be provided 
across the bridge. 
 

ACTION OVERVIEW 
 
The TPB will consider approving resolution R13-2024 to amend the R12-2024 approved list of 
project submissions for use in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis and add the I-95/I-495 Southside 
Express Lanes project with details as shown in Attachment 3 of R13-2024. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
Related supplementary information provided at the May TPB meeting on the SSEL project included 
two letters from VDOT and a letter from Fairfax County. At the May TPB meeting, VDOT reviewed their 
response letters to public comments and provided additional information verbally to the TPB. 
Additionally, the TPB received a copy of the May 31, 2024 letter from the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to VDOT with questions surrounding the SSEL project to which VDOT 
has provided a response letter dated June 13, 2024. VDOT has also provided TPB with a copy of a 
June 13, 2024 letter to Prince George’s County.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. R13-2024 Resolution on inclusion of the I-95/I-495 Southside Express Lanes project in the 

May 15, 2024 approved project submissions for the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 
Visualize 2050 National Capital Region Transportation Plan and the FY 2026-2029 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

2. May 31, 2024 WMATA letter to VDOT  
3. June 13, 2024 VDOT letter to WMATA 
4. June 13, 2024 VDOT letter to Prince George’s County 

https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/northern-virginia-district/i-495-southside-express-lanes-study/
https://drpt.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Final-Report-I-495-Southside-Transit-TDM-Study-April-2023.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/stagser/s1800/s1842/000000/000008/pdf/msa_s1842_000008.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/stagser/s1800/s1842/000000/000008/pdf/msa_s1842_000008.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/TEA21/factsheets/wwb.htm
https://www.mwcog.org/events/2024/5/15/transportation-planning-board/
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May 31, 2024 
 
 
Mr. Bill Cuttler, P.E. 
Northern Virginia District Engineer, VDOT 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
 
Dear Mr. Cuttler: 
 
I am writing regarding VDOT’s interest in including the I-495 Southside Express 
Lanes Study (I-495 SEL) as a funded project1 in the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board’s (TPB) Constrained Long Range Transportation 
Plan prior to selecting a locally preferred alternative. The Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (Metro) has the following questions about the 
proposed near-term bus service and the future opportunity for high-capacity 
transit, including bus rapid transit, light rail, or Metrorail, across the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge.  
 
The 2000 Wilson Bridge Record of Decision documented the need to preserve 
the center through lanes for future transit use, including rail transit, which resulted 
in the center bridge spans being built to accommodate that possibility. As noted 
previously, Metro strongly supports transit investments in the I-495 corridor, 
including near term bus service and preserving right-of-way for future high-
capacity transit along I-495 and across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge. To meet the 
region’s adopted climate mitigation goals of 50 percent greenhouse gas emission 
reductions below 2005 levels by 2030 and 80 percent reduction by 2050, a future 
I-495 SEL project must incorporate robust transit and manage congestion. 
 
Providing answers to the questions below will assist Metro and our regional 
partners to better understand the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 
(VDOT) and a potential future concessionaire’s ability to provide transit in the 
near-term and preserve the region’s future high-capacity transit options. This 
information will enable a more thorough consideration for the project’s inclusion 
in the Long-Range Transportation Plan. Key open issues include how bus 
service will be integrated into the project and questions about rail transit 
preservation and future conversion. 
 

 
1 Projects included in TPB’s long range plan must have reasonable expectation of funding. 
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Future Rail Transit Right-of-way Preservation 
 

1. Based on the potential future Metrorail concept alignment and typical 
section documentation provided to VDOT in February 2024,2 please provide 
documentation that details that sufficient space will exist within the I-495 
SEL Beltway corridor to accommodate future rail transit, including access 
onto the Beltway and across the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.  

2. Please describe in detail how VDOT believes future construction and 
operation of a rail line (light rail or Metrorail) would occur once the current 
alternative concepts of one or two Express Lanes in each direction are 
constructed and operational.  

3. Please provide the near-term commitments VDOT will make prior to final 
Commonwealth Transportation Board approval of a I-495 SEL project to 
ensure future rail transit can be constructed efficiently with no additional 
cost burden to a future rail project. 

4. Is the future conversion of Express Lanes to rail transit use contingent on 
agreement by a concessionaire in a future solicitation?  Can VDOT commit 
to making this term non-negotiable?  

5. If an Express Lane concessionaire is selected to build and operate a future 
I-495 SEL project, would the concessionaire also be required to provide 
temporary access to enable adjacent construction of a future rail transit 
project? Would there be any cost (to the entity requesting access) or penalty 
(to VDOT in terms of reduced revenue or concessionaire payment or 
otherwise) for such construction access to be granted? 

6. Please provide a construction cost estimate for the conversion of the two I-
495 SEL Express Lanes (one in each direction) from operating highway 
travel lanes to a fully available rail transit right-of-way for future rail 
construction (not the rail construction itself). Please describe what is 
included in those costs, and which organization (between VDOT and Metro) 
would be responsible for which costs. 

7. Please provide examples of where a successful conversion from managed 
highway lanes to rail transit has been completed, including the interplay with 
a concessionaire. 

Near-Term Bus Service 
 

8. How does VDOT plan to integrate bus service into the I-495 SEL Project? 
At what point in the project development process will bus service planning 

 
2 This potential future Metrorail concept is aligned with Metro’s Blue, Orange, Silver Study. 
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and decision-making begin? When does VDOT expect that bus service 
funded by the project would begin?  

9. Please provide documentation, assumptions, and analysis from the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation study that was completed in 
2023 that recommended four new bus routes and estimated 8,000 daily 
riders.  

10. Assuming buses are integrated into the future I-495 SEL project, would the 
concessionaire be required to directly fund the full operational cost of new 
Metrobus service between Virginia and Maryland? Would existing service 
be eligible for funding? What would the start and end of such an agreement 
be? Please provide confirmation that no transit provider will be required to 
pay to use the Express Lanes. 

11. Will the I-495 SEL alternative study concepts include Express Lane access 
points at Telegraph Road and I-295 in Maryland? Current and future 
Metrobus service – notably the current NH2 and future P94 route3 – would 
benefit from direct Express Lane access including to National Harbor. 

 
We look forward to further discussions about how the region can provide near-
term and long-term opportunities for transit within the I-495 SEL study area. If 
you have any questions regarding the study or this memo, please contact 
Jonathan Parker at jhparker@wmata.com and (202) 962-1040. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas J. Webster 
Executive Vice President and  
Chief Planning and Performance Officer  
 
cc: Randy Clarke, General Manager & Chief Executive Officer, Metro 

WMATA Board of Directors 
   Kanti Srikanth, TPB Executive Director 

Christina Henderson, TPB Chair 
Jennifer DeBruhl, Director, DRPT 
Allison H. Davis, SVP, Planning and Sustainability, Metro 

 

 
 
3 Based on Metro’s Proposed 2025 Better Bus Network. 

mailto:jhparker@wmata.com
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