
September 18, 2023 

Hon. Tom Dernoga, Chair 
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee 

Re: Regional action on climate pollution falling short in Visualize 2050 plan 

Dear Chair Dernoga and MWAQC members, 

Metropolitan Washington has reached the mid-point for implementation of the COG 2030 
Climate and Energy Action Plan. Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and the new Visualize 2050 long-range transportation plan prepared by TPB shows 
that our region is not doing enough to lower vehicle pollution to meet our 2030 or 2050 targets. 

TPB’s Climate Change Mitigation Study of 2021 found that the region must both quickly 
transition to electric vehicles and reduce per capita Vehicle Miles Traveled in the magnitude of 
20% (and more in later decades) to achieve its GHG targets. We need both a less 
car-dependent region and cleaner cars. See attached article for more details. 

The Coalition for Smarter Growth appreciates your call for further regional VMT reduction 
strategies in your draft letter on the Visualize air quality conformity analysis. CSG has 
recommended that TPB’s plans also incorporate performance targets for the levels of per capita 
light duty vehicle VMT and EV adoption needed to achieve the adopted COG GHG targets.  

 Regional on-road transportation GHG emissions under Visualize 2050 

Source: TPB chart, with red annotations by the Coalition for Smarter Growth 

https://www.mwcog.org/file.aspx?&A=tuqvytLyRbbwtrMvq%2fmW9G3CJ%2bGutJsOByFvqncabnQ%3d


 

 
Source: TPB chart, with red annotations by the Coalition for Smarter Growth 

 
 
The Region Forward plan and COG’s Region United framework – and CSG – support a 
network of walkable, bikeable, inclusive, and transit-oriented communities as the most 
sustainable and equitable way for the Washington, DC region to grow and provide 
opportunities for all. This approach, along with EVs, is also critical for addressing criteria 
pollutants and the significant non-tailpipe particulate pollution from vehicle brakes and tires.  
 
We hope that MWAQC will continue to encourage the challenging but necessary work that the 
region must do for cleaner air and a safe climate, and hold the region accountable.   
 
Thank you for your work. 

Bill Pugh, AICP CTP 
Transportation & Climate Director  

CC:  ​ MWCOG Air and Climate Public Advisory Committee, Climate, Energy and Environment 
Policy Committee, and National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 

 
Attachment: Bill Pugh, “Region’s new transportation plan fails to meet climate goals” in 

GGWash, September 3, 2025 

https://www.mwcog.org/file.aspx?&A=tuqvytLyRbbwtrMvq%2fmW9G3CJ%2bGutJsOByFvqncabnQ%3d
https://ggwash.org/view/100703/regions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals


HOUSING OPINION

Arlington six-plex shows
promise of Missing Middle

BICYCLING ANALYSIS

Bikeshare Beat: CaBi growth
slows amid price hikes,
National Guard presence

LAND USE EDITORIAL

Wednesday’s Council vote
got us a lousy RFK stadium
deal

TRANSPORTATION NEWS/ANALYSIS

Millions in federal
transportation project funds
could expire

Upcoming Events

September 24, 2025
GGWash Fall Mixer $

September 19, 2025
Local DMV Stories: Special Community
Screening

September 21, 2025
Sun Day in DC

View all events »

Write for GGWash

We want to add YOUR byline to the
news and analysis on our site! Our

blog posts come from a diverse
community of volunteers, and we’re

always looking to bring in new
contributors.

LEARN MORE

Job Opportunities

Your job opportunity could be featured
here!

ABOUT US  POSTS  EVENTS  ELECTIONS  ADVOCACY  GET INVOLVED

RELATED READING

Subscribe to our emails
First Name Last Name Email address SIGN UP

GGWash is supported by our recurring donors, corporate supporters, and foundations.

SEE OUR SUPPORTERS  BECOME A MEMBER

     

About Us • Write For Us • Support Us • Submit A Tip • Submit An Event • Archives • Other Sites • Privacy Policy

All text, and images marked as created by the article's author, are licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license.

DONATE Enter keyword(s)  SEARCH

JOBS BOARD CONTACT US ADVERTISE GGWASH COMMONS

     

SUSTAINABILITY OPINION By Bill Pugh (Guest Contributor)  September 3, 2025

Region’s new transportation plan fails to meet
climate goals

We won’t hit emissions targets even with a more rapid switch to electric vehicles. Image by
Emma K Alexandra licensed under Creative Commons.

This summer, the Washington region had flash floods, wildfire smoke, and record
humidity – symptoms of our warming planet due to excess greenhouse gas
emissions. Yet our region will continue to spew unsafe levels of climate-warming
pollution under Visualize 2050, the new long-range plan from the National Capital
Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB).

It’s clear that under the proposed plan, even a more rapid switch to electric
vehicles won’t be enough to meet our emissions reduction targets. The plan does
too little to foster the more walkable, bikeable, transit-friendly communities
needed to curb emissions from vehicles.

Visualize 2050 = visualizing climate change

The TPB, composed of local and state officials, prepares a long-range plan every
four years, comprising the transit, rail, and road investments and programs
planned by various government agencies for the next 25 years. The results of the
new Visualize 2050 plan just came out, and unfortunately, they’re not pretty.

Visualize 2050 greenhouse gas emissions

This graph shows how TPB’s plan will lead the agency to fall short of its own targets. Image
courtesy of TPB, with red annotations by the Coalition for Smarter Growth.

Carbon dioxide (CO2) pollution from cars and trucks would hardly drop compared
to the scale needed. In the chart above, the green line shows forecast greenhouse
gas emissions from our road and rail network under Visualize 2050’s mix of
highway expansion, transit improvements, and adopted fuel efficiency standards.
The red line shows the trajectory needed to meet adopted emission reduction
targets by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG), most
cities and counties in our region, and the TPB’s own 2030 target.

Transportation is our region’s largest source of CO2 emissions (explosive data
center growth is yet another growing concern). So if the Washington region’s
policymakers are falling short on promoting clean transportation, they’re failing
overall in addressing climate change.

Beyond switching to EVs, we need less car dependence

Several years ago, the TPB conducted a valuable study showing what is needed to
reduce climate pollution at the pace needed. The answer: both electric vehicles
(EVs) and less driving.

TPB’s Visualize 2050 analysis is conservative in terms of how fast the region
transitions to EVs, so actual adoption – and drops in CO2 emissions – could be
faster. However, note that the national forecast for EV adoption has fallen from
reaching 48% of car sales by 2030 to only 27%.

In the Washington region, while DC residents are buying EVs at double the
national rate (21% of sales), Maryland and Virginia residents are buying them at
around the national average (10% and 8% of sales, respectively). But even if the
region achieves COG’s goal of EVs totaling 50% of new car sales by 2030, the
region still needs to shift to become much more walkable, bikeable, and transit-
friendly to meet its climate targets. How much people drive to meet daily needs,
referred to as resident vehicle miles traveled (VMT), would need to drop by about
20% by 2030 and further by 2050, even if we met COG’s EV adoption goal.

Here’s the tiny progress Visualize 2050 would achieve versus what’s needed:

Visualize 2050 plan impact on VMT. Image courtesy of TPB, with red annotations by the
Coalition for Smarter Growth.

This is why numerous states, including Maryland, have set goals to reduce per
capita VMT by 20% or more.

TPB pledged ambitious climate action. What happened?

Ironically, the TPB adopted an emissions reduction target that is more stringent
than COG’s – for not just helping to reduce overall CO2 emissions by 50% by 2030
(compared to 2005), but specifically reducing car and truck CO2 emissions by
50%. Also, TPB officials decided in 2021 to immediately re-do their long-range
plan two years early, with accountability on climate action, as a result of the failure
of the previous one.

Despite localities wisely dropping a few wasteful and destructive road expansion
projects (especially in Maryland), Visualize 2050 still includes a number of
counterproductive projects that will drive increased emissions – like widening
Chain Bridge Road in front of the Tysons Metro station from 8 to 10 lanes. The
TPB also failed to do the accountable analysis of proposed projects that was
required by its 2021 resolution.

Four years after its important climate change mitigation study, TPB hasn’t
advanced its recommendations for new ambitious action, aside from adopting EV
programs. Local governments (with some exceptions and recent efforts) have also
been slow to ensure sufficient housing options in accessible parts of the region by
2030, as they pledged in 2019, which are essential for curbing sprawl and CO2
emissions.

Note that TPB has done great work on resilience (dealing with the impacts of
climate change) – an important complement to fixing the cause of the problem.

Better strategies mean more sustainable, affordable, convenient, safer
travel

The failure to slash carbon pollution is also a failure to increase access to jobs and
other daily needs without having to pay a fortune for multiple cars, drive long
distances, and risk personal safety. This access largely depends on local and state-
level – not federal – decisions under our local officials’ control.

This fall, the Washington region’s residents will have a chance to comment on the
Visualize 2050 draft plan, including the key decision of whether to include the
flawed I-495 Southside highway widening and toll lanes project. Stay tuned for the
Coalition for Smarter Growth’s complete analysis of the Visualize 2050 plan ahead
of the October to November public comment period.

Opinion posts do not necessarily reflect the views of Greater Greater Washington. For
more information about opinion posts and the other forms of content we publish, see
our editorial policy. 

Want to share your thoughts? We welcome Emails to the Editor in response to
news/analysis, opinion, and policy pieces. Learn more.

Continue the conversation about urbanism in the Washington region and support
GGWash’s news and advocacy when you join the GGWash Neighborhood!

Tagged: carbon emissions, climate adaptation, climate change, dc, electric vehicles, energy,
government, greenhouse gas emissions, maryland, roads, sustainability, tpb, virginia

Bill Pugh, AICP CTP, is an urban planner, advocate for a livable planet, and
senior policy fellow for the Coalition for Smarter Growth. He lives in Alexandria.



ALSO OF INTEREST
PUBLIC SPACES OPINION

The W&OD Trail is a Northern
Virginia treasure at risk

BICYCLING OPINION

Family Biking Matters: A proposal for
a safer 11th Street SE

TRANSIT OPINION

How to improve trail access, with
transit

LAND USE EDITORIAL

Wednesday’s Council vote got us a
lousy RFK stadium deal

Subscribe to our emails

First Name

Last Name

Email address

SIGN UP

SHARE















https://ggwash.org/topic/housing
https://ggwash.org/type/opinion
https://ggwash.org/view/100891/six-plex-shows-promise-of-arlington-missing-middle
https://ggwash.org/view/100891/six-plex-shows-promise-of-arlington-missing-middle
https://ggwash.org/topic/bicycling
https://ggwash.org/type/analysis
https://ggwash.org/view/100873/bikeshare-beat-price-hikes-federal-crackdown-slow-cabi-ridership
https://ggwash.org/view/100873/bikeshare-beat-price-hikes-federal-crackdown-slow-cabi-ridership
https://ggwash.org/topic/housing-development
https://ggwash.org/type/editorial
https://ggwash.org/view/100860/wednesdays-council-vote-on-the-lousy-rfk-stadium-deal
https://ggwash.org/view/100860/wednesdays-council-vote-on-the-lousy-rfk-stadium-deal
https://ggwash.org/topic/transportation
https://ggwash.org/type/news-analysis
https://ggwash.org/view/100841/millions-of-usdot-project-funds-could-expire-sept-30
https://ggwash.org/view/100841/millions-of-usdot-project-funds-could-expire-sept-30
https://ggwash.org/calendar
https://ggwash.org/event/ggwash-fall-mixer
https://ggwash.org/calendar/event/100621/local-dmv-stories-special-community-screening-68adf21a024aa2.24071640
https://ggwash.org/calendar/event/100657/sun-day-in-dc-68b0b5fd14d675.24234959
https://ggwash.org/calendar
https://ggwash.org/about/writeforus
https://ggwash.org/jobs
https://ggwash.org/jobs
https://ggwash.org/about
https://ggwash.org/posts
https://ggwash.org/calendar
https://ggwash.org/view/100703/regions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals#
https://ggwash.org/view/100703/regions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals#
https://ggwash.org/view/100703/regions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals#
https://ggwash.org/event/ggwash-fall-mixer
https://bsky.app/profile/ggwash.org
https://urbanists.social/@ggwash
https://twitter.com/ggwash/
https://www.facebook.com/ggwash/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/greater-greater-washington/
https://ggwash.org/rss
https://ggwash.org/about
https://ggwash.org/contribute
https://ggwash.org/support
https://ggwash.org/tip
https://ggwash.org/calendar/submit
https://ggwash.org/posts
https://ggwash.org/sites
https://ggwash.org/privacy-policy
https://ggwash.org/supporters
https://ggwash.org/support
https://ggwash.org/
https://ggwash.org/support
https://ggwash.org/careerboard
https://ggwash.org/about/contact-us
https://ggwash.org/advertise
https://ggwashcommons.org/
https://ggwash.org/topic/sustainability
https://ggwash.org/type/opinion
https://ggwash.org/contributors/bpugh
https://ggwash.org/rss/contributor/bpugh
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emma-k-alexandra/54710938338/in/pool-greaterlesserwashington/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
https://www.flickr.com/photos/emma-k-alexandra/54710938338/in/pool-greaterlesserwashington/
https://marylandmatters.org/2025/08/01/maryland-records-most-flash-flood-warnings-since-2020-heres-why/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/weather-news/article/air-quality-alerts-issued-in-10-states-as-wildfire-smoke-from-canada-lingers-in-the-midwest-and-northeast-185639094.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/07/31/record-humidity-july-maps/
https://visualize2050.org/
https://www.mwcog.org/tpb/
https://www.mwcog.org/file.aspx?&A=tuqvytLyRbbwtrMvq%2fmW9G3CJ%2bGutJsOByFvqncabnQ%3d
https://ggwash.org/images/posts/_resized/image1_119.png
https://www.mwcog.org/file.aspx?&A=J%2fcuN1QgTNSJxGa1xVh7xnG%2fjZBbQNLgQr2dLqP%2b9Wc%3d
https://ggwash.org/view/83334/heres-what-it-will-take-for-greater-washington-to-cut-climate-pollution-from-cars-and-trucks-fast-enough
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/us-electric-vehicle-sales-are-slowing-amid-policy-shifts-bnef/751079/
https://www.autosinnovate.org/posts/papers-reports/Get%20Connected%20EV%20Quarterly%20Report%202025%20Q1.pdf
https://ggwash.org/view/83334/heres-what-it-will-take-for-greater-washington-to-cut-climate-pollution-from-cars-and-trucks-fast-enough
https://www.mwcog.org/file.aspx?&A=tuqvytLyRbbwtrMvq%2fmW9G3CJ%2bGutJsOByFvqncabnQ%3d
https://ggwash.org/images/posts/_resized/image2_93.png
https://www.mdot.maryland.gov/OPCP/MTP_Playbook_web.pdf
https://rmi.org/drive-less-live-more-how-states-can-lead-the-way-in-climate-smart-transportation/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2022/06/29/june-2022-tpb-meeting-recap/
https://www.mwcog.org/newsroom/2021/06/16/tpb-making-changes-to-long-range-plan-adds-new-climate-change-commitments-to-planning-process-removes-i-270/i-495-toll-lanes-/
https://ggwash.org/view/93011/officials-must-act-on-promise-to-fix-the-regions-visualize-2050-transportation-plan
https://www.mwcog.org/documents/2024/10/18/implementation-considerations-for-on-road-greenhouse-gas-emissions-reduction-strategies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/04/10/dc-regional-housing-targets/
https://www.smartergrowth.net/affordable-housing/big-win-in-montgomery-county-council-allows-more-multi-family-homes-on-county-corridors/
https://patch.com/virginia/vienna/more-walkable-vibrant-oakton-coalition-backs-t-site-development
https://hit.handhousing.org/regions/dmv
https://www.mwcog.org/community/planning-areas/housing-and-homelessness/regional-housing-initiative/
https://rmi.org/insight/urban-land-use-reform/
https://ggwash.org/view/97214/scorching-bus-stops-underwater-roads-buckling-pavement-and-slow-trains-the-regions-transportation-future
https://ggwash.org/view/93978/not-ready-for-prime-time-the-flawed-495-southside-express-lanes
https://www.smartergrowth.net/
https://ggwash.org/about/greater-greater-washington-editorial-policy
https://ggwash.org/about/emails-to-the-editor
https://www.ggwash.org/neighborhood
https://ggwash.org/tag/carbon-emissions
https://ggwash.org/tag/climate-adaptation
https://ggwash.org/tag/climate-change
https://ggwash.org/tag/dc
https://ggwash.org/tag/electric-vehicles
https://ggwash.org/tag/energy
https://ggwash.org/tag/government
https://ggwash.org/tag/greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://ggwash.org/tag/maryland
https://ggwash.org/tag/roads
https://ggwash.org/tag/sustainability
https://ggwash.org/tag/tpb
https://ggwash.org/tag/virginia
https://ggwash.org/event/ggwash-fall-mixer
https://ggwash.org/topic/public-spaces
https://ggwash.org/type/opinion
https://ggwash.org/topic/bicycling
https://ggwash.org/type/opinion
https://ggwash.org/topic/transit
https://ggwash.org/type/opinion
https://ggwash.org/topic/housing-development
https://ggwash.org/type/editorial
https://ggwash.org/subscribe
https://ggwash.org/view/100790/the-wod-trail-is-a-northern-virginia-treasure-at-risk
https://ggwash.org/view/100840/family-biking-matters-a-proposal-for-a-safer-11th-street-se
https://ggwash.org/view/100685/how-to-improve-trail-access-with-transit
https://ggwash.org/view/100860/wednesdays-council-vote-on-the-lousy-rfk-stadium-deal
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Region%E2%80%99s%20new%20transportation%20plan%20fails%20to%20meet%20climate%20goals:%20https%3A%2F%2Fggwash.org%2Fview%2F100703%2Fregions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fggwash.org%2Fview%2F100703%2Fregions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fggwash.org%2Fview%2F100703%2Fregions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals
https://x.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fggwash.org%2Fview%2F100703%2Fregions-new-transportation-plan-fails-to-meet-climate-goals&text=Region%E2%80%99s%20new%20transportation%20plan%20fails%20to%20meet%20climate%20goals%20via%20@ggwash

