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Background
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• In October 2025, TPB Resolution R2-2026 deferred the inclusion of the I-495 Southside 
Express Lanes (SEL) project in Visualize 2050 and directed VDOT to provide the TPB a 
report in 2026 on the status and outcomes of its work on the project with all relevant 
jurisdictions.

• To fulfill this obligation, VDOT presented the updated project concepts, commitments, 
and project coordination with MDOT and Prince George’s County to date at the October 
2026 TPB meeting.

• At the October 2026 TPB meeting, VDOT also requested that TPB staff initiate activities 
to revise the air quality conformity analysis with the intent of asking the TPB to amend 
the new project into the TPB’s metropolitan transportation plan, Visualize 2050.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Other Methods to Provide input - 

DC, MD and VA provided a response to the feedback received on the projects that underwent a review for resubmission.  
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I-495 SEL Project
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• Proposed 11-mile extension of express lanes along the southern Capital Beltway from 
the Springfield Interchange (I-95/I-395/I-495) in Fairfax County, VA, to the MD 210 
Interchange in Prince George’s County, MD.

• One/two High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes in each direction.

• Vehicles with 3+ people may travel free with EZ Pass Flex.

• Express bus route between the Branch Avenue Metro Station and Tysons Corner. 

• Space maintained on the Woodrow Wilson Bridge for future Metrorail expansion.
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Air Quality Conformity
Scope of Work
• The air quality analysis for the proposed 

Visualize 2050 amendment to add the I-495 
SEL must comply with Air Quality Conformity 
(AQC) regulations.
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AQC Scope of Work – 
Policy & Technical 
Approach

• Summary of Key Elements

• Network Inputs

• Land Activity

• Emissions Model

Page A-4 of November 6, 2026 Draft Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work 

NEW
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NEW
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EMISSIONS MODEL
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• EPA’s MOVES5 model 
• Used for development of the Maintenance Plan for 2015 Ozone NAAQS.
• Being used for conformity in this region for the first time.

• Guidance for using MOVES5
• MOVES5 includes federal vehicular emissions reduction rules that have recently been rescinded 

(EPA’s Endangerment Finding Rescission Rule, Disapproval of Advanced Clean Trucks (ACT) waiver, 
and reduced incentives for EVs and EV charging infrastructure).

• EPA released MOVES6 on October 27, 2026, reflecting the above rule changes and other corrections
• EPA provided a two-year grace period and guidance for using MOVES5 for conformity purposes, 

allowing agencies time to transition to MOVES6. 
• Per EPA guidance and to account for legislative changes, MOVES5 will be used for Visualize 2050 

amendment and will apply the “Constant Fraction” approach for modeling electric vehicles (EVs), 
assigning EV fractions from 2025 to all future years.
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Schedule
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