
Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments

COG Winter Weather Briefing 
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DPW leads the District Snow Team with support from the District Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) for clearing our streets of snow and ice. We also receive 
support from multiple District government agencies, including the:
• Department of General Services (DGS), which clears snow/ice from around 

municipal buildings;
• Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA), which 

provides coordinative activities for DC government agencies responding to 
winter storms; and

• Serve DC, which coordinates volunteer snow shoveling services to homeowners 
who are seniors and/or living with a disability.
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• Restore our streets to:
• Ensure safe passage 

in residential and 
commercial areas

• Reopen government, 
schools, businesses, 
tourist sites, 
restaurants
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DC LANE MILE TOTALS

Total Travel Lane Miles            
2328.40
Total Ramp Lane Miles                
59.60
Total Service Road Lane Miles   
10.50
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TOTAL
DISTRICT
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Plows, Loaders, 
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and Bike Lane 
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47 miles

88

As of 10/2025
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• NHS Snow Team uses contract plows
• The team supervises/manages plows
• DDOT staff does not drive the plows

• RSB (SBM) and DPW in-house staff drive 
their own plows, but not the NHS team

• Team members are assigned to a route 
and given a crew of plows to clear it



DDOT READINESS: BRINE PROGRAM UPDATE
•     Installation of new Brine Machine & (3) Storage Tanks at Farragut  
•     Delivery of 9,000 Gallons of Geo-melt for Brine Treatment 
Program
•     Installation of (3) Henderson Pro Truck Fill Stations
• Brine sites: Farragut, S. Capitol and W Street



Planning. Develop playbooks, Winter Plans, and 
seasonal exercises. E.g., 2025 Winter Exercise 
Series on Wednesday, November 5.

Public Alerting and Warning. Send public safety 
alerts and notifications. Facilitate COO/SEM 
meetings for emerging threats and hazards.

Social Media. Amplify District Snow Team messaging 
via Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, 
LinkedIn, and NextDoor.

HSEMA is the District’s 
agency responsible for leading 
the planning and coordination 
of the District of Columbia's 
homeland security and 
emergency management 
efforts. 

HSEMA works closely with 
our District, federal and 
regional partners to ensure 
that the District of Columbia is 
prepared to prevent, protect 
against, respond to, mitigate 
and recover from all threats 
and hazards.
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Snow Command Center:  Functions
 Serves as the primary location for communications for the ESMT regarding the snow program. This 

information is communicated in the Snow Coordinators Briefing Reports;
 Receives and tracks requests provided by DPW, DDOT Traffic Management Center (TMC), DGS, 

Mayor’s Call Center, HSEMA ECC and FEMS;
 Serves as the Snow Coordinator’s briefing room;
 Monitors StormTrak, CSR, RITIS, AVL, and other various web-based District programs and weather 

systems; and
 Monitors, supports, and provides overall command and control for the snow team.
 Establish communication with Maryland, Virginia, regional  and nearby jurisdictions



IT – Dashboards
• Snow Executive Dashboard
• Snow Executive Dashboard CA View
• Snow Route Completion Dashboard
• Zone Completion Dashboard
• Service Request Dashboard



The DC Snow Safety Team
The Mission of the DC Snow Safety Team is to ensure 

the DC Snow Team’s goals are accomplished in a Safe Manner.
We achieve our mission through qualified training partners 

 MPD – How to secure crash scenes and incident investigation
 DPW CDL training academy –  understanding pre/post trip inspections

 DPW HCA Drug & Alcohol - supporting reasonable suspicion
 DPW OITS – understanding the technology we use

 DC FEMS – DC Fire Safety Office





DISTRICT SNOW TEAM 
COMMUNICATIONS OBJECTIVES: 

• Ensure accurate, timely, and effective communications 
that enhance public and situational awareness and 
engagement during the District’s snow operations

• Foster community preparedness
• Emphasize the safety and well-being of District snow 

personnel and residents
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Streateries
All temporary streatery permits expire. Food 
establishments must have obtained a 
Streatery Design permit from DDOT to bring 
their structures into compliance with the 
permanent program. All temporary 
Streateries must be removed from public 
space.
UPDATE: Businesses that have a streatery 
permit application submitted via TOPS are 
able to continue operation of their existing 
Streatery until a determination is made 
about their permit application.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I got this info from DDOT’s website.



THE DISTRICT SNOW TEAM IS
READY!
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