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Regional Drought and Water Supply Status
May 2026

Summary of Current Conditions in the COG Region

Based on the latest U.S. Drought Monitor (map released May 7, 2026; data valid May 5, 2026),
drought conditions persist across much of the Potomac watershed. According to the U.S.
Drought Monitor percent-area statistics for the May 5, 2026, map (from the U.S. Drought
Monitor Data Download/Comprehensive Statistics export), approximately 90% of the Potomac
basin is in severe drought (D2) or worse. Potomac streamflows are low for this time of year, and
recent precipitation and groundwater levels are below normal. Wildfire risk continues to be a
serious concern across the region due to ongoing dry conditions.

Although COG’s drought stage is Normal as defined in the Regional Water Supply and Drought
Plan, a Watch may be considered when the Drought Coordination Technical Committee meets
later this month, depending on updated indicators at that time. The Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality has issued a Drought Warning advisory for multiple regions, including
Northern Virginia. In Maryland, the Department of the Environment’s most recent regional
drought evaluation lists the Central and Western drought regions in Drought Watch and the
Eastern Shore drought region in Drought Warning. The metropolitan Washington regional
drought stage under COG’s Water Supply and Drought Plan remains Normal.

U.S. Drought Monitor May 5, 2026
(Released Thursday, May. 7, 2026)
Potomac Watershed Valid 6 . EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | DO D1 D2

Current 000 | 047 | 683 | 9143 | 1.27 | 0.00

LastWeek | 400 | 047 | 683 [s270 | 000 | 000
04-30.2026

3Months Ago | g9 | g47 | 11.85 | 87.28 | 000 | 000
02052028

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 | 0.00 (1498 | 85.04 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-05-2026
Start of
Water Year 461 [34.36 3954 | 1748 | 401 | 000
10-02-2026

One Year Ago | g5 | 1570 |49.78 | 3300 | 0.00 | 0.00
05-08.2028

Intensity:

[ none 7] b2 Severe Drought
[ ooabnormaily Dry [l 03 Extreme Drought
[ 01 Moderate Drought [l 04 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monifor, go to hitps:#draughtmonitor.unl.edu/About aspx
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Potomac River Streamflow Conditions
Instantaneous flows as of May 7, 2026

CO-OP Drought Management | Current Flow (cfs) Median Flow (cfs)
Status: Not active (Drought
Monitoring Status: Inactive).

Location
Little Falls 3,630 11,650
Point of Rocks 3,330 9,050

Source: USGS Little Falls Source: USGS Point of Rocks

Observed Precipitation Conditions
30-Day Total: 1.3 inches (2.1 inches below normal)

90-Day Total: 6.9 inches (2.7 inches above normal)
Source: NOAA Middle Atlantic River Forecast Center
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Groundwater Conditions
Groundwater levels are below normal across the region.
Source: https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/?region=lower48&aoi=default

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/current/?type=gw

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/md/nwis/current/?type=gw
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/01646500/#parameterCode=00060&period=P7D
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/01646500/#parameterCode=00060&period=P7D
https://www.weather.gov/marfc/precipitation_departures
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/?region=lower48&aoi=default
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/current/?type=gw
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/current/?type=gw
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/md/nwis/current/?type=gw
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Reservoir Storage Conditions
Jennings Randolph and Little Seneca reservoirs are within normal operating ranges.

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Probability of Water Supply Releases

As of the April 2026 Water Supply Outlook, the probability of needing water supply releases
from the Washington metropolitan area’s backup reservoirs during summer and fall 2026 is
above normal. Typically, the use of Jennings Randolph and Little Seneca reservoirs is triggered
by low river flows resulting from a combination of low precipitation and low groundwater levels.
There is a 14 to 21 percent conditional probability that natural Potomac flow will drop below
600 to 700 million gallons per day (MGD) at Little Falls through December 31, 2026. At these
flow levels, releases may occur when predicted Potomac River flow is less than metropolitan-
area demand plus the required 100 MGD environmental flow-by at Little Falls.

Source: ICPRB — Cooperative Water Supply Operations on the Potomac

Climate and Drought Outlooks
The U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook indicates that the drought is likely to persist over the next
three months.

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook ValkE foF May 1« July 31,2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released April 30, 2026

Consistency adjustment
based on Monthly 5
__ Drought Outlook for
? May 2026

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
£ "Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists
Drought remains,
but improves

\ L~ . Drought removal likely

Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center
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https://www.nab-wc.usace.army.mil/nab/potopub.html
https://www.potomacriver.org/focus-areas/water-resources-and-drinking-water/cooperative-water-supply-operations-on-the-potomac/drought-monitoring-and-operations/water-supply-outlook-status/
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The 7-day quantitative precipitation forecast calls for approximately 0.1 — 0.25 inches.

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
10 Valid 127 Thu May 07 2026
Thru 12Z Thu May 14 2026
01 ||ssued: 10297 Thu May 07 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC
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Source: NOAA NWS Weather Prediction Center

Updated OFFICIAL 30-Day Forecasts

Issued: April 30, 2026
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The May outlook from the National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center indicates equal

chances for above-, below-, and near-normal temperatures and precipitation for the Northeast,
while the three-month outlook (May-July) favors above-normal temperatures for the entire
region. Source: NOAA NWS Climate Prediction Center
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-7.shtml
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpj5u9ghab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001VpvECJ3CND6NkC0VBEMISpbtktuwKXslYBUVH2Ai1DreDJAJsUzecMD3wggheAwF8X4sZV1V3gTCN5nSyaK2l02_3_PQghljfCWOUKoYMkho4lxg3eot-NvmiuQTkPtQuF2vl67w0zlI7m5lnk2JyEXjHKRMe66ozHwGqmHxcLiwDXMjJkUCE9OEjQ4az4PJG8j0kTARTp62sAOezQFv7Z9YmEcdk_sE%26c%3dla9YuRcYE2HghMknyLhWZAHQWrIQ2Vb9eAbbg82H-NdajhnKONCryQ%3d%3d%26ch%3dC6gUArEUSVm62MGOxObZnfMZdHqN8w4KVTTvy3cIIraPkOANCy17jA%3d%3d&c=E,1,WWJr-7UpnqYTII1FrDKyK341aKFITiKaXS8appfcgD9S8qj2rlJ625CUplylmKso6GIXIi1GoCBkOA73rixkYMS6d5Uo26UoEh4wyfEDqVdK1MmH&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpj5u9ghab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001VpvECJ3CND6NkC0VBEMISpbtktuwKXslYBUVH2Ai1DreDJAJsUzecEiHQ9YNaVLwaRiPp-VB-c-tRpUiiTu3q8umDmZINgasqQui_C5SWJdQzBKXjPHVf15w3ODfK7w9W1mpzzEbs3W6D3cHvS7l-bB6Om86Qh8hTbhrobO2Xx9_3Fc8e6QBSAcDgGnbDnKawkIbQF-YiBtBgazZk_6YYJL7N0tjpD8Bo7Dn52vNdbw%3d%26c%3dla9YuRcYE2HghMknyLhWZAHQWrIQ2Vb9eAbbg82H-NdajhnKONCryQ%3d%3d%26ch%3dC6gUArEUSVm62MGOxObZnfMZdHqN8w4KVTTvy3cIIraPkOANCy17jA%3d%3d&c=E,1,9-hfOpbLydCslrkXKqPZkmDasmUSoC9XBugcp_dIgramFw6meXkI44EoCh635KpZBw01dChOWmRIzQJAeUgu_WK-pLFH5PZXQplckx0ouQsO&typo=1
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/

