Washington Area Housing Partnership

Meeting Summary

January 17, 2003

1. Call to Order
Chairman Donley called the meeting to order at approximately 9:20 a.m.

2. Housing Trust Fund
Peggy Sand briefed Board members on the activities surrounding the Housing Trust Fund.  She is trying to schedule a meeting with Congressman Jim Moran to introduce legislation attached to the DC appropriations bill to seed the Trust Fund with $5 million.  A letter will also be sent to Congressman Tom Davis who is the Chair of the DC Appropriations Committee and other members of the local Congressional delegation asking them to favorably consider the appropriation to the Trust Fund.  Previously, the delegation had signed a letter in support, and Peggy will continue her effort to set up a meeting with Congressman Moran.

Stacey Stewart, Fannie Mae foundation, joined the Trust Fund Board.  Peggy and Jim Brodsky met with Web Methods, which may host a breakfast for employers to get them to participate.  Board members discussed their game plan for approaching other potential funders, including Fannie Mae, the Enterprise Foundation and local banks.  Terri Copeland mentioned the Metropolitan Washington Bankers Association, which is comprised mostly of Community Reinvestment Act officers.  Terri said that she would ask that group about putting the Trust Fund on the agenda at a future meeting.

3. WAHP Workplan Committee Recommendations
A working group met on January 7 to discuss the work program for 2003.  The working group discussed whether there is a need for the Partnership to continue in existence after the Trust Fund is up and running.  The question surrounded whether the Partnership could still fulfill a mission.  After debate, the group agreed that the Partnership could serve in a variety of functions, including maintaining the PRARI database and developing a comprehensive public education campaign.  The group also discussed an expanded membership base with more elected officials, private and nonprofit developers, financial institutions and community groups.

The Partnership Board discussed the work program and agreed to continuing its work with PRARI, the Trust Fund, and creating a public education campaign as well as the expanded membership drive.  The Board also decided to reorganize the Executive Committee, which has not been in existence for a year.  Kerry Donley will meet with Dave Robertson and Keith Fleury in the next couple of weeks to finalize plans for the Executive Committee, the work plan, and the potential for advocacy.

4. Data / Technical Project Updates
COG staff is pursuing the PRARI contracts with the District of Columbia and Prince George’s County.  Stacy Pethia is leading the effort on those.

5. Other Business
If you want to contribute a story to a book on Madeline McCullough’s life, please see Peggy Sand.

6.
Adjournment
The Partnership Board adjourned at approximately 11:00 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 25, 2003 in Conference Room 1.
