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Environmental Justice Subcommittee

Draft Meeting Summary: November 22, 2024


	EJ Subcommittee Members in Attendance:
Hon. Dave Snyder, Co-Chair
Hon. Kristin Mink, Co-Chair
Kenny Boddye, Prince William County
Joseph Jakuta, DOEE
Julie Kimmel, ACPAC
Dr. Jacqueline Norris, ACPAC
Danielle Sims, VA DEQ
Noble Smith, MDE




Additional Attendees:
Tauhirah Abdul-Matin, AECOM
Gwendoline McCrea, VA DEQ

	COG Staff:
· Alissa Boggs, COG DEP
· Leah Boggs, COG DEP
· Robert Christopher, COG DEP
· Robert d’Abadie COG DTP
· Sunil Kumar, COG DEP
· 



1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, APPROVAL OF MEETING SUMMARY, FOCUS AND PURPOSE OF MEETING – COMPLETE LIST, PRIORITY STRATEGIES DRAFT OUTLINE PRESENTATION
Kristin Mink, Co-Chair

Co-chair Mink called the meeting to order, outlined the agenda for the day, and the prior meeting summary was approved.

2. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ON STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS
No comments provided prior to meeting and no members of the public attended.
3. DISCUSSION OF COMPLETE LIST, DRAFT PRIORITY LIST
MWAQC Staff, Co-chairs and Members
MWAQC staff facilitated a discussion on the draft Complete List and draft Priority List, presenting six key strategies for improving air quality in environmental justice (EJ) communities. These strategies focused on partnerships, monitoring, regulation, education, and emission reductions.
Feedback emphasized the importance of actionable and enforceable items, suggesting adjustments to the prioritization of monitoring networks and combining overlapping actions. The members agreed on maintaining a flexible and adaptive approach through a living document to allow updates as necessary. Specific discussions included the relevance of data center emissions and the practical implementation of monitoring and compliance strategies.
The session concluded with a consensus to refine and finalize the lists, integrating feedback from the discussion and future inputs.
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF DRAFT ACTION PLAN OUTLINE
AECOM Staff
AECOM staff presented the draft outline for the Environmental Justice Air Quality (EJ AQ) Action Plan. The presentation highlighted the structure of the plan, including the following key sections:
1. Introduction and Purpose: Outlining the plan's goals and intended audience.
2. Basics of Air Quality: Providing foundational knowledge and context about air quality issues.
3. Environmental Justice and Equity in Air Quality: Defining EJ principles and their application to air quality policies.
4. Strategies and Actions: Detailing high-priority actions and a comprehensive list of proposed strategies.
5. Call to Action and Next Steps: Encouraging implementation and stakeholder engagement.
Feedback and Input Highlights:
· Members emphasized the importance of including a clear definition of environmental justice upfront to set the stage for the plan.
· Suggestions were made to highlight the broader implications of air quality issues for the entire region, demonstrating their relevance beyond EJ-designated areas.
· Acknowledgments of subcommittee members, staff, and public participants were recommended for inclusion to recognize collaborative efforts.
· The plan's usability for various stakeholders—policymakers, community organizers, and businesses—was discussed, with a focus on providing actionable and clear recommendations tailored to each group.
The discussion concluded with a commitment to refine the draft based on member feedback and to ensure the plan is accessible and impactful for a broad audience.
5. PUBLIC FEEDBACK/INPUT ON MEETING DISCUSSION
Subcommittee Co-Chair and Members, Interested Stakeholders and the Public

No additional feedback or input provided beyond the discussions during items 3 and 4.

6. adjournment
Kristin Mink, Co-Chair


All meeting materials including speaker presentations can be found on the MWCOG website by clicking the link below –
 https://www.mwcog.org/events/2024/11/22/mwaqc-environmental-justice-subcommittee-air-quality-equity/ 
The next EJ Subcommittee meeting is December 19, 2024.


Reasonable accommodations are provided upon request, including alternative formats of meeting materials.
For more information, visit: www.mwcog.org/accommodations or call (202) 962-3300 or (202) 962-3213 (TDD)

image1.png
Metropolitan Washington
Council of Governments

(©





