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Regional Economic Monitoring System (REMS)

The first REMS report was published in 1993 – Distributed via U.S. Mail until 2001 (Original 

distribution ~300 people) 

• Current Distribution – September 2025 Issue (via Higher Logic email) – 1,781 (Delivered), 601 

(Opened), and 94 (Clicked)

The REMS charts the region's economy with a brief overview and graphs that show:

• Inflation Rates (US and Washington MSA) – Bureau of Labor Statistics

• Job growth and at-place employment by industry group (US and Washington MSA – Bureau of 

Labor Statistics 

• Unemployment Rates (US, Washington MSA, COG Region, and 22 of the 24 COG members) – 

Bureau of Labor Statistics

• Number of New Housing Units Authorized by Building Permits (Building Permits Survey 

(Washington MSA and COG Region) – U.S. Census Bureau
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Regional Economic Monitoring System (REMS)

COG’s Website –

Regional Economic Monitoring 

System (REMS) Dashboard - Data & 

Tools | Metropolitan Washington 

Council of Governments

https://www.mwcog.org/community/data-and-tools/economic-dashboard/
https://www.mwcog.org/community/data-and-tools/economic-dashboard/
https://www.mwcog.org/community/data-and-tools/economic-dashboard/
https://www.mwcog.org/community/data-and-tools/economic-dashboard/
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Bureau of Labor Statistics – Release Schedule

Consumer Price Index – (September data release - Posted on COG’s REMS Dashboard)

• BLS could not collect October 2025 reference period survey data due to lapse in appropriations. BLS 

is unable to retroactively collect these data. For a few indexes, BLS uses nonsurvey data sources 

instead of survey data to make the index calculations. BLS is able to retroactively acquire most of the 

nonsurvey data for October. Where possible, BLS will publish October 2025 values for these series 

with the release of November 2025 data.

Metropolitan Area Employment and Unemployment (September data release planned for December 17, 

2025)

• Establishment survey data from the Current Employment Statistics State and Area program for October 

2025 will be published with November 2025 data – To Be Determined.

Employment Situation – (September data release planned for December 11, 2025)

• Establishment survey data from the Current Employment Statistics survey for October 2025 will be 

published with November 2025 data – December 16, 2025.

Link to Release Schedule

https://www.bls.gov/bls/2025-lapse-revised-release-dates.htm
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U.S. Census Bureau – Release Schedule

Building Permits Survey – (August 2025 data release on September 24, 2025, and posted on 

COG’s REMS Dashboard)

•  September, October, November 2025 data releases – To be determined

2024 Data Release Schedule for ACS Data Products (Updated November 20, 2025)

• 1-Year Data Release – September 11, 2025

• 1-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files – December 4, 2025

• 5-Year Data Release – January 29, 2026

Link to Release Schedule

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2024/release-schedule.html
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Bureau of Economic Analysis - Release Schedule

Gross Domestic Product by County and Personal Income by County, 2024

• Will be released on February 5, 2026. These data were originally scheduled for release on 

December 3, 2025.

Real Personal Consumption Expenditures by State and Real Personal Income by State and 

Metropolitan Area, 2024

• Will be released on February 19, 2026. These data were originally scheduled for release on 

December 11, 2025.

Link to Release Schedule

https://www.bea.gov/news/schedule
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DMV Monitor

ABOUT

• Brookings and Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments (COG) are tracking changes in the economy of 

the Greater Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia 

metropolitan area since January 2025. 

• The DMV Monitor is a data interactive and set of analyses that 

highlight the economic and social effects of federal 

restructuring and other policies on the region.
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DMV Monitor – Tracking the impacts of federal 
spending and staffing cuts on the Washington 

Region

DMV Monitor contents:

• Overall Economy

• Labor Market & Workforce

• Innovation

• Real Estate & Housing

• Destination & Travel

• Municipal Services

• Household Wellbeing

• About the DMV

GOAL: Provide a broad array of 

leaders with a common, 

baseline understanding of 

shifting trends in the region so 

they can make informed, pro-

active decisions to help the 

DMV region adapt and 

prosper.[Brookings Metro PPT]



COG’s Regional Economic Monitoring System Dashboard and DMV Monitor 

December 9, 2025
11

DMV Monitor Reports

Article: Early warning signs for 

DC region’s economy amid 

federal downsizing  

Release: September 24, 2025 

Report Authors:  Amy Liu, Tracy 

Hadden Loh, and Glencora 

Haskings

Link to Article

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/early-warning-signs-for-the-dc-regions-economy-amid-federal-downsizing/
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DMV Monitor Reports

Article: Exploring 

unemployment trends by 

race in the DC region

Release: October 15, 2025 

Report Authors: Glencora 

Haskings and Tracy Hadden 

Loh

Link to Article

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/exploring-unemployment-trends-by-race-in-the-dc-region/
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Brookings Website –

DMV Monitor | Brookings

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/dmv-monitor/
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Next Steps: COG staff will be investigating …

United States Postal Service (USPS) 

USPS® Population Mobility Trends

• A tabular dataset built upon aggregated USPS 

National Change of Address data and 2020 Census 

demographics (income, age, household size).

 

• The data is aggregated to highlight the 9 highest 

volume destination ZIP CodesTM (3 local, in-state, 

and out-of-state) people are migrating to for each 

source ZIP.
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Committee Feedback

• COG staff would like to know which data points, and forms of data presentation have been most 

valuable

• Are there data points that do not meaningfully contribute to jurisdictional or regional 

understanding of development trends [or economic trends] and therefore are not a good use of 

DCPS and Committee resources?

• How can DCPS staff better present existing data?

• Report vs dashboard or web map

• Tables vs. mapping

• Are there subcategories that should be further explored or subareas that would benefit from 

geographic analysis?
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