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A brief history of transit ridership data collection

* Enhancement of the Regional Transportation Data Clearinghouse (RTDC)

* RTDC originally packaged collection of regional data, shared as a CD

* VRE was one of the first (if not the first) to submit ridership data to us for inclusion
in the RTDC

* ‘Transit Ridership’ became a shared dataset used for many purposes within TPB

* The Mobility Analytics Program (MAP) revamp has provided the timely opportunity to
refine and enhance this data request process

* Ridership data from regional operators has been used in model validation

* Ridership data regularly collected by the Planning Data and Research team
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What we (currently) collect & what we do with it

 What we collect and are requesting
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Full Schedule - resumed 6/1/21

* Needed by Tuesday, November 11, 2025
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5 VA Leesburg Pike 28A 3,107 3,270 3,298 3,37
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9 MD Annapolis Road T18 2,480 2,708 2,622 27
10 MD Ardwick Industrial Park Shuttl¢F12 139 113 158 14
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What we (currently) collect & what we do with it,
cont.
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* Most providers cover our Planning area, whereas the i css s omie s
network routes cover the TPB Modeled region Tl PSR Omike

375 PRTCD:100 PRTCD100B OmniRide D:100
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* Publish to RTDC as year-specific datasets, use data for
internal purposes, etc.

* Going forward we propose using GTFS as primary link to
ridership data
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Existing Regional Data Sources

Transit Performance Data Dashboard

DRPT
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‘Bus - All* includes Commuter, Demand Response (Public), and Fixed Route/Local bus modes prior to FY24,

Select by Fiscal Year
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NoVaTransit Data Dashboard

Select Mode

Select Agency

Ridership

Welcome to the NoVaTransit Data Dashboard. Use this dashboard to explore
transit trends in the Northern Virginia region. The dashboard includes information
on transit ridership, service, productivity and access. Data is updated quarterly. Use
the Download Data button to access the raw source data.

Service

Select Jurisdiction risdiction

Productivity

Explore Transit Agencies

NVTC has eight transit agencies operating within its boundaries.

While Metro and OmniRide are not technically within the NVTC
district, they are included in this dashboard because of their
integral role in the Northern Virginia transit system.

Explore Demographics

NVTC's jurisdictions include the counties of
Arlington, Fairfax and Loudoun and the cities
of Alexandria, Falls Church and Fairfax.

ggencies E ;) I;\n;lllation ﬂﬁ\&
Routes " Households

243 = | 755K o
Stops Jobs

7K =BT
Weekly Riders Transit Commuters @g

2.1M iti

Data includes: Arlington Transit (ART), DASH - City of
Alexandria, CUE - City of Fairfax, Fairfax Connector,
Loudoun County Transit, Metro (Virginia Only), OmniRide,
VRE,

Source: DRPT Ridership and GTFS as of September 2025

(*)
7%
Data includes: Fairfax County, City of
Alexandria, City of Fairfax, Arlington County,

Loudoun County, City of Falls Church

Source: Census Data as of July 2025

Source: Transit Performance Data Dashboard/DRPT

O

Source: NoVa Transit Data Dashboard/NVTC

DRPT and NVTC regularly collect monthly ridership, performance, and service data from NOVA agencies

* TPB can leverage these sources for aggregated ridership information but not disaggregated

TPB’s data needs do not/will not necessarily align with what’s already collected

No known collated source available for data from Maryland member agencies
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The ask...and then the discussion

 BLUF: we want to streamline the way we receive transit data from our partners

* We want to work through the RPTS to coordinate the transit data requests that flow from
us to you

* Use the ‘traditional’ transit data ridership request as the first datapoint for this
revised data sharing partnership

* Establish regular POCs for the data we request

* Provide data needed by TPB at a regularly scheduled interval that works for both
partners

 We want to leverage reports or other data products you produce already, if possible,
to minimize the burden

» Discussion - what will work for you?

O
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Discussion

» Can your agency provide monthly route-level
ridership data?
» If so, is there a time lag in the data?
» If not, what are the challenges?

» Would a TPB Sharepoint site containing
member-only data depositories work for you
to submit requested data regularly?

» Can data requests be sent to you (RPTS
liaisons) or should they go to other agency
contacts?
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Charlene Howard

TPB Planning Data Resources Program Manager
(202) 962-3384
charlene@mwcog.org

lan Newman

TPB Travel Monitoring and Planning Assistance Program Manager
(202) 962-3341
inewman@mwcog.org

mwcog.org/tpb

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20002
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