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Highlights
The meeting was called to order by Chair Kelsch at approximately 10:00 am. 
1.  Subcommittee Discussion and Reports (Residential and Education)
Cliff Majersik and Stuart Freudberg are working on identifying types of education and training that are needed in the region. There is a grant solicitation opportunity with DOE and COG hopes to write an element for training.  
At the last IGBG meeting, the subgroup working on Green Residential issues broke into three subgroups:  green home standards, local government toolbox, and role of partnerships.
Green Home Standards
Noel Kaplan led the group on the different green home standards.  The process of evaluating the green home standards is very complicated.  Issues include: 
1. How we evaluate the different green home rating systems.  As a start, a survey has been prepared for all IGBG members to provide input on the most important issues related to green homes. The survey attempts to rank the various green home issues.  George will email the survey to all members and William Marsh will tally the results.  Members are asked to complete the form by COB next Friday July 19.  

2. How to compare the systems to one another.   IGBG lacks the technical expertise to do this analysis.   We may end up recommending a range of systems, taking into account the different award levels available within each rating system. Objective judgments are necessary.  Are there studies that have compared the systems on a case study basis?  Could COG hire an expert to evaluate the systems?  

3. Timing is a third issue.  LEED for Homes is fairly new and there aren’t a lot of case studies.  NAHB has existing guidelines, but they are developing new standards. (They were due last February, but are now expected this fall.)  The final NAHB components are not known at this point.    Should we wait until NAHB is complete to do analysis?  Do we omit them and do an addendum later?  Or should we use NAHB’s December 2007 draft as a starting point?
Should IGBG consider different recommendations for affordable vs. market-rate housing?  How do we review our work to make sure we haven’t inaccurately characterized the programs?  

Montgomery County has an ordinance (effective January 2010) requiring all residential buildings under 10,000 square feet to comply with Energy Star.  All building over 10,000 square feet must meet LEED standards.  Fairfax County included Energy Star in the comprehensive plan for parts of the County.  EarthCraft is available in VA, but is also somewhat new in the state.  Seattle, Austin, New Jersey, Boulder, etc invested in residential green programs long ago without the benefit of the national programs.  Some of these “homegrown” green home systems may not be as interested in the national systems coming out, but we may be able to learn from their processes.  All the green home rating systems have strengths and weaknesses and jurisdictions will have to grapple with how to apply the various systems.  COG’s role is to provide some guidance.  

Donna suggested soliciting input from the contractor associations.  All builders will have some bias (members of NAHB, etc).  
To do items:  
· All IGBG members fill out survey
· George will draft a proposal for green home rating system evaluation (perhaps for  university research assistance)
· Do we want separate recommendations for affordable vs. Market rate housing

· If we use case studies to evaluate the rating systems, the sample size needs to be large enough to be relevant.

· Consider developing an RFP to evaluate performance and standards of green home rating systems in a number of homes to include a qualitative analysis of environmental and economic performance.

Toolkit for Local Governments
Catherine Kendig (intern from DC) presented for the Toolkit group. The group outlined the main topics to be covered in the Toolkit including:

· How do green home practices benefit municipal environmental problems?  Water Quality/Global Climate Change/Environmental Justice/Solid Waste

· What are the primary characteristics of the particular municipality that would guide selection of solutions? New construction/Existing home renovation 
· What options do municipalities have to promote green homes? 

The write-up will also cover existing regulatory/legislative programs and incentive in the region, outreach programs, and the primary areas of interest in green buildings for the region.  Catherine provided an outline which is available upon request.
3.  Proposed USGBC Regional Bonus Points for LEED

Rod Letonja (from Envision Design) serves on a local committee (on behalf of the local USGBC Chapter) to help identify regional priorities for the eastern region.  LEED is shifting priorities toward energy credits which will be reflected in the new LEED 2009 due in November.  There will be also 10 bonus credits including four (4) regional bonus credits which are currently being identified through a USGBC-sponsored process.  The DC area is included in the Eastern Region stretching from New York to Hampton, Virginia.  Six regional priorities will be presented from the DC region for consideration for the overall Eastern Regional credits.  The priorities are overarching topics that will be tied to specific LEED credits.  The six areas of regional priority identified by Rod and his colleague Lloyd Ntuk for the DC are:
· Watershed protection and stormwater management

· Energy efficiency and renewables
· Public transportation, density, and sprawl

· Heat island effect

· Waste management (construction and long term)

· Indoor air quality

Rod will send the other priorities for other local groups to Joan.  Regional priorities will be broken out by zip codes.  It was noted that heat islands aren’t as big an issue for rural areas.  William would like to emphasize alternative transportation in addition to public transportation.  The process is moving quickly and Rod will keep IGBG updated. 

4.  Climate Change Report

George Nichols briefed the Committee on recent action of the Climate Change Steering Committee and COG Board regarding Climate Change.  COG recently issued its Climate Change Report.   The full report and a PowerPoint presentation can be found at 
· http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/doc

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/documents.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=217" \o "http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/documents.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=217" \t "_parent" uments.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=217 

Comments can be filed by using the following website:

· http://www.mwcog.org/environment/climate/public/ 

Comments are welcomed through the end of September 2008.  The final report is expected to go to the COG Board in November 2008 for approval.  In addition to several other areas of focus for greenhouse gas reductions, the report includes information on green buildings as follows:
· Implement a 2007 COG regional green building policy requiring all new public sector buildings to achieve LEED Silver levels and all private-sector commercial buildings to meet a regional LEED-certified plus standard or equivalent.

· Set energy performance goals for public buildings.

· Benchmark energy performance in all buildings using common metrics (such as kWh/sf or BTU/sf) and readily-available tools such as ENERGY STAR®’s Portfolio Manager.

· Set a goal for improving the energy performance of existing public sector buildings, to be achieved through retrofits for greater energy efficiency.

· Develop educational campaigns for public sector employees to encourage energy conservation as a smart business practice.

· Develop incentives and educational outreach to improve the energy efficiency of existing private commercial and residential buildings.

· Identify best practices for improving energy utilization in existing buildings including energy performance contracting.

· Develop policies and programs that promote implementation of green affordable housing. 

IGBG needs to be involved as implementation moves forward.
5.  Update on Upcoming IGBG Sponsored/supported training and educational activities

There are several events related to IGBG activities:

· Leah Boggs reported on the Green Purchasing meeting held on July 1 at COG.  The focus was to assist jurisdictions in reducing their carbon footprints with better purchasing decisions.  The meeting was sponsored by the Chief Purchasing Officers Committee.  See Green Purchasing Workshop notes attached.  Members should spread the word about green purchasing to Purchasing Agents and others responsible for purchasing in our respective jurisdictions (see attached notes).
· A Green Schools conference is being planned for the fall 2008.  It is anticipated that COG will be a sponsor.
· The Green Affordable Housing conference is likely to take place in early 2009.  George Nichols and Patty Rose held a brainstorming session to discuss conference objectives and potential program focus.  A draft program will be prepared for IGBG input by the next meeting.
Roundtable updates

· Cliff noted the importance of the upcoming meeting of the International Codes in Minnesota.  Local jurisdictions are urged to attend the meeting. It was also noted that IGBG had already gone on record supporting he 30% energy efficiency provision.  It was suggested that a second letter re stating the IGBG original support letter would be appropriate.   For full info about your jurisdictions sending their building code officials to vote at the decisive ICC meeting in Minneapolis September 21-23 see www.thirtypercentsolution.org
Next Meeting 

Next meeting will be held on September 11, 2008 in the COG Board Room, Third Floor at 10:00 am.
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