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Recent State Policy Adoptions

• South Carolina: public sector adoption requiring 
state buildings achieve LEED

• Illinois: funds LEED-ND demonstration projects
• Nevada: strengthened yet reduced existing 

property tax abatement to be more economically 
sustainable

• Florida: EO requiring public buildings achieve 
LEED NC (striving for platinum); and a 
commitment to LEED EB for existing stock



Recent State Policy Adoptions (2)

• Colorado: public sector adoption using green 
building standard TBD, determined by state 
architect

• New Mexico: tax credit for LEED NC, EB, CS, 
CI and Homes; Silver through Platinum; $$$ 
increases as certification level rises 

• Massachusetts: public sector executive order 
to require LEED cert & 20% energy efficiency 
above state code

• Virginia: EO directing state facilities to meet 
LEED energy standards or Energy Star rated



Local Policy Adoptions

• Nashville, TN: public sector adoption
• Cincinnati, OH: strengthened property tax abatement
• Rohnert Park, CA: public sector and private sector adoption
• Asheville, VA: public sector adoption
• Everett, WA: public sector adoption
• Portsmouth, NH: density bonus
• San Antonio, TX: public sector adoption
• West Hollywood, CA: private sector: Green Points; LEED exempt
• Calgary, AB: permit fee reduction for LEED projects
• Howard County, MD: public (Silver) and private sector adoption (Certified 

for 50K-plus buildings) packaged with graduate property tax abatement for 
LEED NC (25%, 50%, 75% for five years) and EB (10%, 25%, 50% for 3 
years)

• Monroe County, NY: public sector adoption requiring Silver and a 
• Miami Lakes, FL: public sector adoption (50% of LEED requirements)
• San Rafael, CA: public and private sector adoption; includes residential 

requirement of the Green Point Rated minimum level 
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A Growing Need for Resources?

• U.S. Conference of Mayors’ Green Schools 
Resolution (Passed in June)
– Calls for every child in America to attend a green 

school within a generation
– Unanimously passed by USCM, representing 1,100 

mayors across the country
– Also urges Congress to provide funding of K-12 green 

school demonstration projects as well as support new 
research funding to better understand the 
environmental, economic and health benefits of green 
schools. 

– Coincides with launch of USGBC’s Green Schools 
Campaign



A Growing Need for Resources?

• Cool Counties
– Launched Monday by King & Fairfax 

counties with Sierra Club
– Mimics Mayors agreement (same clauses 

related to the built environment)
– Commits to 80 percent reduction in CO2 

by 2050 compared to today’s levels
– Will begin soliciting more counties to sign



Playbook for Green Buildings and Neighborhoods: 
Strategic Local Climate Solutions

Preview:



Playbook for Green Buildings and Neighborhoods: 
Strategic Local Climate Solutions

• USGBC convened partnership with 16 cities, 
counties, & orgs 

• Hard Copy Report PLUS Wiki-based, evolving 
webpage resource

• Designed to support localities by: 
– providing strategies, policies and measures that 

support actions related to green building and 
neighborhoods (includes implementation guidance)

• Status: 
– Consultant Hired; Work Ongoing; Scheduled launch in 

November
• Exploring the idea of adding additional localities



Growing Universe of Policy Options

• Regulatory Policies
– LEED Performance Requirements 

• Public Sector Based

– Require Retro-commissioning and energy 
performance (San Francisco)

– Updated Energy Code (Vancouver)
– Required Energy Performance at time of sale 

(Berkeley)
– On-site renewable energy Requirement (Merton, UK)
– Local Carbon Tax (Boulder, CO)

Working with CCI and Others to Develop a 
Policy Matrix



Growing Universe of Policy Options

• Financial Incentives
– Grants (Portland, King County, Washington)
– Income Tax Credits (New Mexico/New York)
– Property Tax Abatements (Chatham County, 

Baltimore County)
– Reduced Building and Zoning Permit Fees (Sarasota 

County)
– Waive/Reduce Impact Waiver Fee
– Revolving Loan Fund (Toronto)
– Free Technical Assistance (San Diego)
– Feebates (localities exploring options to apply fees for 

“undesired” activity and then fund “desired” activity 



Growing Universe of Policy Options

• Structural Incentives
– Density and Height Bonus (Arlington County, 

Seattle, Nashville)
– Policies to Reduce Code Barriers (Chicago)

• Ex. HOAs remove policies that prohibit solar 
panels

– Fast-track Permitting (Sarasota County)
– Expedited Permitting (Austin)
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