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Most of the Beltway Will Be Stop and GoMost of the Beltway Will Be Stop and Go
Evening Highway Congestion 2000 and 2030Evening Highway Congestion 2000 and 2030

Congested Flow 
(Average Speed 30 to 50 mph)
Stop and Go Conditions 
(Average Speed < 30 mph)

2000 2030
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Metro Platforms and Metro Platforms and 
Trains Will Be PackedTrains Will Be Packed

Morning PeakMorning Peak--Hour Transit Congestion: 2000 and 2030Hour Transit Congestion: 2000 and 2030

2000 2030
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Forecast Trends 2000 - 2030  

37%

16%

Daily Vehicle
Miles Traveled

Freeway and
Arterial Lane

Miles

The Highway System The Highway System 
WonWon’’t Keep Pace with Growtht Keep Pace with Growth

2000: 109 Million       
2030: 150 Million

2000: 15,300 Miles 
2030: 17,600 Miles

Based on region’s 2003 Constrained Long-Range Plan
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Most Transportation Dollars Are Needed Most Transportation Dollars Are Needed 
for Maintenancefor Maintenance

Little money is available for new transportation Little money is available for new transportation 
projectsprojects

23%

77%

New Roads 
and Transit

Operations & 
Preservation

Based on region’s 2003 Constrained Long-Range Plan
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Workers are Living Farther Workers are Living Farther 
Away from Their JobsAway from Their Jobs

Inner Inner 
jurisdictions jurisdictions ––
most most job job 
growthgrowth
Outer Outer 
jurisdictions jurisdictions ––
lionlion’’s share of s share of 
household household 
growthgrowth
Affordable Affordable 
HousingHousing issueissue
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20%

1%

West East

EastEast--West DivideWest Divide

Job Growth Rate 1990 – 2000

A 1999 Brookings Institution report highlighted 
disparities between the eastern and western parts 

of the region



TPB Community Leadership Institute
Overview of Regional Challenges and the TPB
April 26, 2006

5

This document is available in an alternative format upon request. Please contact Wendy Klancher at 
wklancher@mwcog.org,  (202)962-3321 or (202)962-3213 (TDD).  Allow 7 working days for 
preparation of the material

99

EastEast--West DivideWest Divide
WestWest--bound travel clogs the roads during morning rush hourbound travel clogs the roads during morning rush hour

Average Commute Time

Morning Rush Hour

Up to 30 minutes

30 to 40 minutes

Over 40 minutes
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Most Growth Located Outside Transit Most Growth Located Outside Transit 
Station AreasStation Areas

Household
Growth
2010 to
2030

Employment
Growth
2010 to
2030

30%

70%

20%

80%
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Summary of ChallengesSummary of Challenges

Congestion is growingCongestion is growing
Transportation funding is tightTransportation funding is tight
The region is dividedThe region is divided
Need for expanded community involvement Need for expanded community involvement 
and collaborative leadershipand collaborative leadership
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Federally Mandated Role: As the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the 
Washington region, the TPB is responsible for 
coordinating planning and funding for the 
region’s transportation system. 

Members: TPB members include 
representatives of local governments; state 
transportation agencies; state and District of 
Columbia legislatures; and WMATA.

What is the Transportation 
Planning Board?
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TPB Planning Area
About 
3,000 
square 
miles

Includes 
4.5 
million 
people 
and 2.8 
million 
jobs
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Key Roles of the TPBKey Roles of the TPB

1.1. Federally required Federally required 
planning processplanning process

2.2. Forum for regional Forum for regional 
coordination coordination 

3.3. Technical resources for Technical resources for 
decisiondecision--makingmaking
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Federally Required Planning ProcessFederally Required Planning Process

The CLRPThe CLRP –– Financially Constrained Financially Constrained 
LongLong--Range Transportation Plan Range Transportation Plan 

-- Comprehensively updated Comprehensively updated 
every three yearsevery three years

-- Horizon must be at Horizon must be at 
least 25 yearsleast 25 years

The TIPThe TIP –– Transportation Transportation 
Improvement ProgramImprovement Program——

-- Must be updated every two Must be updated every two 
yearsyears

-- Always a sixAlways a six--year programyear program

Key DocumentsKey Documents
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Federal law requires the CLRP and Federal law requires the CLRP and 
TIP to be tested for:TIP to be tested for:

Financial constraintFinancial constraint —— The CLRP & The CLRP & 

TIP may only include projects that can be TIP may only include projects that can be 
““reasonably anticipatedreasonably anticipated”” to be funded. to be funded. 

Emissions impactsEmissions impacts —— The CLRP & The CLRP & 
TIP must meet the limits established TIP must meet the limits established 
in the regionin the region’’s air quality s air quality 
improvement plan. This is called a improvement plan. This is called a 
““conformity finding.conformity finding.””
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A policy framework guiding    A policy framework guiding    
the regionthe region’’s transportation s transportation 
investments in the 21st   investments in the 21st   
century.century.
Goals include: Goals include: 
•• Promoting activity centersPromoting activity centers
•• Increasing transit useIncreasing transit use
•• Reducing drivingReducing driving

The TPB Vision The TPB Vision 
Approved in 1998Approved in 1998


